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Feature Article  

Sudan and South Sudan reach crucial Post-Referendum Agreement; Fail to Resolve Abyei  

Sudan and South Sudan reached an agreement on a host of post-referendum arrangements, 

including oil sharing, nationality status, security and border demarcation on 27 September in 

Addis Ababa. The Agreements come following months of stalled negotiations and rising tensions 

between the two former Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) partners.
1
 Previously, Sudan 

                                                           
1
 For more information, see ‘Bridging the Gap: Talks between Sudan and South Sudan Fail despite Increased 

Pressure’, Sudan Human Rights Monitor, April – May 2012. Following the crisis in Heglig, both the African Union 

Peace and Security Council (AU PSC) and UN Security Council attempted to resolve the crisis. The AU PSC issued 

a Communiqué establishing a roadmap for talks on 26 April, which was later endorsed by the UNSC on 2 May in 

Resolution 2046. The resolution established a three month timeline for the two states to reach an agreement on 

outstanding post-referendum issues, after which border demarcation would be resolved by international arbitration. 
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had refused to negotiate on many of the issues where agreements have now been reached, such 

as oil and citizenship, without first implementing an agreement to secure the border. Both states 

agreed to the cessation of all support to each others’ respective rebel groups and the use of 

inflammatory language in the media.
2
   

While the agreement paved the way for the resolution of a number of outstanding post – 

referendum issues and incorporated past agreements that remain unimplemented, the agreement 

is transitional in nature and is likely to need further clarification in some areas. The two states 

also failed to solve the impasse over Abyei.
 3

 Additionally, Sudan refused to engage in direct 

negotiations with the rebel Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N). The 

conflicts in South Kordofan and Blue Nile were not addressed despite being intertwined with 

border security issues.  

The agreement contains provisions on a variety of disparate issues, including the central banking 

system, pensions and benefits to public servants, trade, economic policies, and nationality for 

individuals living in both states.
4
 Though the agreement between Sudan and South Sudan is 

positive, particularly for its protection provisions via the inclusion of the ‘four freedoms’ for 

Southern Sudanese nationals living in Sudan and vice versa (freedom of residence, freedom of 

movement, freedom to undertake economic activity, and freedom to acquire and dispose of 

property),
5
 it does not provide for the granting of nationality to nationals of one country living in 

the other, as had been advocated broadly nor does it protect against the loss of nationality.
6
 It 

does however provide an important protection mechanism for nationals on both sides of the 

border by stating in section 4(2) that “a person who has already exercised any of the freedoms 

conferred by this Agreement shall not be deprived of that freedom by reason of the amendment 

or termination of this Agreement”.
7
 

The most significant breakthrough was the signature of the oil deal, binding for three years.
8
 The 

states were under intense pressure to reach an agreement, particularly as oil makes up 98% of 

South Sudan’s budget. Both states’ economies were devastated after South Sudan’s move in late 

January to halt oil production following disputes over transit fees and Southern accusations of 

Sudan stealing their oil revenues.
 9

 The IMF predicted that Sudan’s economy following the loss 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
The deadline passed without any concrete progress in negotiations till the signature of the 27 September Addis 

Agreement.  
2
 Agreement between the Republic of Sudan and South Sudan on Security Arrangements, 27 September 2012 

3
 Reuters, “Sudan, South Sudan sign deals to restart oil, secure border”, 27 September 2012. 

4
 The full text of the 27 Addis Ababa agreement and its nine protocols can be found online at 

http://sites.tufts.edu/reinventingpeace/2012/09/27/sudan-and-south-sudan-full-text-of-agreements/. 
5
 The ‘four freedoms’ mirrors a 2004 agreement between Sudan and Egypt.  

6
 Aly Verjee, “Part 1: Reviewing  the Addis Ababa Peace Agreements 2012”, African Arguments, 5 October 2012. 

7
 Ibid.  

8
 Consultancy Africa Intelligence, “Securing Sudan and South Sudan’s economic and political futures: the real value 

of oil”, 2 November 2012.  
9
 For more information, see Sudan Human Rights Monitor, November – December 2011. 

http://sites.tufts.edu/reinventingpeace/2012/09/27/sudan-and-south-sudan-full-text-of-agreements/
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of 75% of its oil alongside Southern secession will have shrunk 11% by the end of 2012.
10

 The 

issue of oil is also intertwined with several other outstanding post – referendum issues, such as 

Abyei, and had previously undermined the capacity of the two states to negotiate in good faith.  

Originally, Sudan had planned to cover its budget deficit by charging South Sudan $36 per barrel 

for use of its infrastructure, well above international standards. Under the new deal they will 

receive between $9.10 – 11.00 per barrel depending on whether the Greater Nile Operating Co. 

or Petrodar pipeline is used.
11

 They will also be given an additional $3 billion by South Sudan to 

cover their budget gap.
12

 South Sudan announced on 3 November that they would resume oil 

production within a month, aiming to restore full output in Upper Nile state by March and in 

Unity state by May.
13

  

The deal has been criticised by some analysts for its lack of transparency. Neither state nor the 

Petroleum Monitoring Committee and Independent Auditor established by the deal are required 

to publish their findings.
14

 Accountability measures included are mainly aimed at establishing 

accountability on the state level, rather than public accountability to each states’ populations. 

This is a serious issue for both states, given the role corruption and the imposition of austerity 

measures caused by the loss of oil revenues played in the anti-regime demonstrations in Sudan 

from June – July, and ongoing accusations of corruption by the ruling Sudan Peoples’ Liberation 

Movement (SPLM) in South Sudan. In early October Sudan’s Finance Minister Ali Mahmood 

announced that the implementation of austerity measures will continue into 2013.
15

 

The Cooperation, Security, and Border agreements are all aimed at increasing border stability, 

and combating rebel incursions into Sudan. They also build upon a series of unimplemented 

agreements reached in crisis negotiations over the past two years and rely on a variety of 

technical bodies to monitor and implement their provisions. The roles of these various 

Committees will have to be clearly defined in order to delineate task division. 

The technical framework for border demarcation involves the adoption of an integrated border 

management approach, involving both states, local communities, and operational agencies in 

border demarcation procedures.
16

  Security is to be monitored within the context of the Joint 

Political and Security Mechanism agreed to in December 2010 and comprised of government 

officials and police from both states. The Joint Political and Security Mechanism is to be 

implemented immediately. The border agreement also provides for the operationalising of the 

Safe Demilitarised Border Zone (SDBZ) agreed to on 30 July 2011. The SDBZ creates a 

demilitarised buffer zone of twenty miles, with each army deploying ten miles away from the 

                                                           
10

 Ahmed Badawi, “Sudan and South Sudan: A civilized divorce”, African Arguments, 3 October 2012. 
11

 Wall Street Journal, “South Sudan to Resume Oil Exports”, 5 November 2012. 
12

 Talk Afrika, “Sudan’s 2013 budget will not include oil transit fees: official”, 8 October 2012.  
13

 Reuters, “South Sudan could pump some oil by end – November – minister”, 3 November 2012. 
14

 Global Witness, “Public accountability absent from new Sudan and South Sudan oil deal”, 28 September 2012. 
15

 Talk Afrika, “Sudan’s 2013 budget will not include oil transit fees: official”, 8 October 2012. 
16

 Agreement between the Republic of Sudan and South Sudan on Border Issues, 27 September 2012. 
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border. The basis of border demarcation is in the map set out by the African Union High-Level 

Implementation Panel on Sudan (AUHIP) in November 2011. Though the agreement in no way 

prejudices the final status of the border, both states have been reluctant in some areas to 

withdraw over fears that it may impact the final status of the border.
17

 

The November 2011 map places all disputed areas in Sudan
18

, aside from ‘Mile 14’, which in 

November 2011 was controlled by South Sudan.
 19

  Mile 14 is an area straddling northern Bahr 

El-Ghazal state in South Sudan and East Darfur state in Sudan. In the Security Provisions of the 

27 September Agreement, it was included within the SDBZ, a move that has been criticised by 

border communities in each state as ceding territory.
20

  

Full withdrawal from the SDBZ had not been completed as of late November amidst continued 

allegations of Southern Sudanese support to the SPLM-N and Darfuri rebel groups 
21

 and 

logistical challenges such as rains on the southern side of the border.
22

 A Joint Security 

Committee met for the first time on 5 October.  

Closed door meetings attended by AUHIP Chair, Thabo Mbeki, were reportedly fraught with 

tensions over the SPLM-N. South Sudan denies providing support to the SPLM-N and has 

offered to facilitate talks between Sudan and the SPLM-N.
23

 A tripartite agreement initiated 

between the United Nations (UN), African Union, and League of Arab States was signed by 

Sudan and the SPLM-N in August, but was never implemented. The deal expired on 3 

November.
24

 Under the agreement, all humanitarian operations were to be carried out under 

Government of Sudan (GoS) supervision. According to the UN, the tripartite initiative did not 

result in any actual relief efforts.
25

 In October 2012 the UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimated that over 900,000 were conflict affected or internally 

displaced in South Kordofan and Blue Nile.
26

 Further talks on a ceasefire have been stalled as the 

SPLM-N has demanded comprehensive talks and Sudan refuses to negotiate until South Sudan 

halts all support to the SPLM-N.
27

  

Since the signature of the 27 September Agreement, the conflicts in South Kordofan and Blue 

Nile between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the SPLM-N have escalated. The SPLM-N 

has attacked Kadugli, the capital of South Kordofan, three times using medium range missiles 

                                                           
17

 Sudan Tribune, “Joint Border Verification and Monitoring Mission, 16 November 2012.  
18

 Enough, “A Comprehensive Agreement for the Two Sudans: Is It Possible?”, July 2012.  
19

 Security Council Report, “September 2012 Forecast: Sudan and South Sudan”, 31 August 2012. 
20

 Sudan Vision Daily, “Mile 14, the Region’s People have documents in their hands. What is the mediation’s map 

based on?’, 22 September 2012. 
21

 Sudan Tribune, “Juba reassures Khartoum over its links with Sudanese rebels”, 29 October 2012. 
22

 Sudan Radio, “Rainy Season Hampers South Sudan Forces Withdrawal from Borders”, 3 November 2012.  
23

 Sudan Tribune, “South Sudan army vows readiness to pull back from buffer zone”, 7 November 2012. 
24

 Radio Tamazaj, “Tripartite agreement dies”, 14 November 2012.   
25

 Ibid.  
26

 OCHA, “Sudan Humanitarian Update, Third Quarter Report 2012”, October 2012.   
27

 Sudan Tribune, “No talks with SPLM-N rebels before disengagement with S.Sudan – Khartoum”, 2 October 

2012.   
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since the signature of the agreement. Sudan continues to bomb South Sudan in Northern Bahr el 

Ghazal state. SPLM-N chairman Yasir Arman reported that the October offensive on Kadugli by 

the SPLM-N was aimed at obtaining the territory needed to create a humanitarian corridor. 

Arman also stated that implementation of the SDBZ would be next to impossible without SPLM-

N cooperation, as they control 40% of the border areas. However, Arman stated that the SPLM-

N would be willing to cooperate with the international community in creating the SDBZ.
28

  

Within both states, the agreements have been controversial despite their passage by the 

respective Parliaments. The sudden success of the agreements and Sudan’s decision to negotiate 

on a range of issues rather than solely addressing border security is likely linked to internal 

pressures within each state and economic crisis management, which requires mutual cooperation. 

Both states were forced to give up the hardliner negotiation tactics that have dominated previous 

rounds of negotiations in order to avoid internal vulnerability.
29

  

The 27 September agreements were ratified by South Sudan on 16 October and Sudan the 

following day. In South Sudan, 189 out of 204 legislators voted in favour of the deal, with only 

15 expressing reservations about Mile 14 and concerns that it could potentially weaken their 

claim to the area in the future.
 30

 Senior SPLM leaders have refuted that Mile 14 is a disputed 

area.
31

 There has also been civil society opposition to the deal, with South Sudan Law Society’s 

secretary and member of the Constitutional Review Committee, Dong Samuel Luak, stating that 

it meant ‘nothing’ to the people of South Sudan aside from allowing for the resumption of the oil 

flows necessary for SPLM  survival.
32

 In South Sudan, demonstrations took place in Aweil
33

 and 

Juba. In Juba, police fired shots into the air to disperse more than one hundred demonstrators.
34

  

Lead SPLM negotiatior Pagan Amum has refuted criticism, saying that the inclusion of Mile 14 

has no bearing on future border demarcation and that both states have the right to leave the 

agreement within sixty days of signature.
35

 

Similarly, 352 out of 354 of Sudan’s National Assembly voted in favour of the various 

agreements, with only two expressing concern about the nationality agreement.
36

 Sudan has 

admitted to internal criticism of the agreement.
37

 When the hardliner Al Intibaha newspaper, 

                                                           
28

 Reliefweb, “Sudanese rebels attack South Kordofan capital again, deny death of civilians”, 23 October 2012.  
29

 Al Jazeera Centre for Studies, “Al Bashir and Kiir’s Mutual Rescue Agreement”, 23 October 2012.  
30

 Security Council Report, “November 2012 Monthly Forecast: Sudan and South Sudan”, 1 November 2012. 
31

 Sudan Tribune, “Greater Bahr el Ghazal endorses Sudan’s cooperation deal amid growing criticism”, 10 October 

2012.  
32

 Sudan Tribune, “South Sudan Law Society Rejects Bilateral Cooperation Deal with Sudan”, 2 October 2012. 
33

 Sudan Tribune, “Northern Bahr el Ghazal petitions South Sudan president over 14 mile area”, 4 October 2012. 
34

 Radio Miraya, “Police disperse protests over Mile – 14 area”, 15 October 2012.  
35

 Sudan Tribune, “Amum says criticism of Addis Ababa agreement is out of ignorance”, 13 October 2012.  
36

 Security Council Report, “November 2012 Monthly Forecast: Sudan and South Sudan”, 1 November 2012. 
37

 Sudan Tribune, “Sudan admits existence of criticism to cooperation agreement, says SPLM-N are big problem”, 

14 October 2012.  
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owned by President Bashir’s uncle, criticised the deal, the newspaper was censored by the 

National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS).
38

 

Going forward, the agreement will continue to be closely monitored AUHIP, African Union 

Peace and Security Council (AU PSC), and the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

Negotiations on Abyei are ongoing, with South Sudan endorsing a 21 September 2012 AUHIP 

proposal on the status of Abyei that includes the participation of the Dinka and other permanent 

residents, but not the nomadic Misseriya.
39

 On 25 September the GoS announced that it 

‘categorically reject[ed] the AU’s Abyei Proposal in its entirety’ because it contradicted the 

Abyei Protocol of the CPA.
40

 Sudan reportedly favours a proposal tabled in November 2010 that 

would partition Abyei between the two states.
41

  

The AUHIP proposed on 24 October that the two states be given six additional weeks to resolve 

the status of Abyei and two additional weeks to resolve border disputes.
42

 The AU PSC affirmed 

the AUHIP recommendations the same day.
43

 If the two states fail to reach an agreement within 

six weeks on Abyei and two weeks on border demarcation, the matter will be referred to the 

UNSC.   

Political Developments 

Continued Wrangling over Sudan’s Constitutional Review Process  

On 16 September, newspapers issued an invitation from President Bashir to non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs) and political parties to attend a consultative meeting concerning the 

constitution on 19 September at the Presidential Palace. The meeting was organised to consider a 

constitutional text that had already been drafted by the NCP. There was reportedly no 

consultation on the draft prior to its publication. The meeting was attended by about forty 

political parties.  All  the main opposition parties and members of the National Consensus Forces 

(NCF) have refused to join the consultations and rejected any coalition with the NCP. 

Participation in the consultative meeting mainly consisted of NCP-affiliated parties interested in 

forming a coalition of government and pro-government NGOs. To date, several independent civil 

                                                           
38

 Sudan Tribune, “Sudan censors article hostile to Addis Ababa agreements”, 30 September 2012. 
39

 Radio Miraya, “Abyei issue to be resolved in October 2013”, 27 October 2013.  
40

 Government of Sudan Response to the AUHIP Possible Options of the Final Status of the Abyei Area Proposal on 

the Referendum. Presented to the Addis Ababa Summit, 23 – 25 September 2012. The letter expressed concern over 

favouritism of South Sudan, as well as the current AUHIP proposal contradicting the Abyei protocol, which ‘does 

not provide for permanent abode or residence as a condition for voting in the referendum…. [The current proposal] 

also contradicts the Abyei protocol by not observing the parity between the Misseriya nomads and Dinka Ngok in 

power and resource sharing’.  
41

 Sudan Tribune, “S. Sudan hopeful of AU endorsement of mediation proposal on Abyei”, 22 October 2012.  
42

 AUHIP, “Interim Report of the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel on the Matters Detailed in the 24 

April 2012 Communiqué of the Peace and Security Council”, 24 October 2012. 
43

 AU PSC, “Communiqué of the 339
th

 Peace and Security Council meeting on the situation between Sudan and 

South Sudan”, 24 October 2012.  
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society attempts to engage on the constitutional process have been hindered by police and the 

National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS). 

 

The opposition NCF, which includes the Umma Party, the Popular Congress Party and the 

Communist Party, rejected the invitation on the grounds that the consultative meeting would be 

neither genuine nor inclusive, and would only incorporate views from pro-NCP opposition 

parties. The NCF has called for the dissolution of the NCP and the establishment of a transitional 

government to draft the constitution on the basis that the current political context, characterised 

by severe restrictions on civil and political rights and the ongoing conflicts in Darfur, South 

Kordofan, and Blue Nile, is not conducive to meaningful civil society and opposition 

participation in a constitutional review process. The NCF believes that the new constitution is an 

attempt by the NCP to gain legitimacy and consolidate its power.
44

  

 

Conversely, the Islamic Front for the Constitution, an alliance of Islamist groups that includes 

the newspaper Al Intibaha, the Equal Peace Forum, and the Muslim Scientists’ Committee have 

issued a statement calling for a constitution based on Sharia law. They have also stated that the 

NCP will be incapable of promoting an Islamist constitution due to secular leanings within the 

party.  

 

On 21 September President Bashir stated that the next national elections will take place on the 

basis of the new constitution. The NCP has insisted on its legitimacy to draft the new 

constitution on the basis that the party was democratically elected in the 2010 elections
45

, which 

were boycotted by several opposition parties amidst allegations of fraud. 

 

In response to criticism from the opposition and civil society, leading NCP member Mustafa 

Osman Ismail warned the NCF on 30 October from objecting to a Constitution with Islamist 

leanings, stating that an Islamic Constitution was the preferred choice of the Sudanese people 

and that the NCP “doesn’t want any disagreement over that”.
46

 The Umma Party, led by former 

Prime Minister Sadiq al-Mahdi, engaged in initial talks with the NCP in late October about 

potentially joining negotiations concerning the constitution.
47

 For the most part, the NCP has 

remained resolute in pursuing constitutional review without the engagement of the NCF, with 

Presidential Advisor Nafie Ali Nafei publicly stating that it would not be necessary for all 

opposition parties to be involved.  

 

The NCF have pledged to hold an alternative national constitutional conference involving all 

political parties and rebel groups. The conference is reportedly intended to facilitate agreement 

                                                           
44

 Sudan Tribune, “Sudanese opposition makes ‘final call’ on NCP to reform governance”, 9 September 2012. 
45

 AllAfrica, “Sudan: NCP Shrugs Off Oppositon Boycott of Constitution Meeting”, 23 September 2012.  
46

 Sudan Tribune, “NCP wants no disagreements over ‘Islamic’ foundation of next constitution – official”, 30 

October 2012. 
47

 Ibid.   
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on a number of general principles and to discuss the peaceful settlement to the armed conflicts in 

Darfur, Blue Nile and South Kordofan. 

 

 

Anti-American Demonstrations in Khartoum 

 

In mid- September, the anti-Islam film ‘The Last Prophet’ ignited anti-American demonstrations 

across the Middle East, notably in Egypt and Libya. Demonstrations took place in Sudan on 14 

September in front of the German, UK, and American embassies.
48

 Eyewitnesses and the official 

Radio Omdurman both reported that three people were killed, while the Ministry of Interior 

reported that only two individuals were killed when police vehicles accidentally hit them.
49

 

Dozens were reportedly injured.
50

  Police also reported that 50 police officers were wounded and 

a vehicle torched, and that the police abstained from using firearms.
51

  

 

Despite at least two confirmed deaths of demonstrators, there have been no public 

announcements of an independent investigation into police response to the protests, though the 

Governor of Khartoum issued a statement expressing the NCP’s condolences to the families of 

those killed. ACJPS was unable to document the arrests of any demonstrators, despite the use of 

violence by some participants. This is in sharp contrast to the anti-regime demonstrations, where 

hundreds were subjected to arbitrary arrest.  

 

The evening before the demonstrations, a meeting comprised of a committee of government 

representatives was held at the government owned Al Shaheed Al – Zubair Hall. The committee 

later reportedly met with prominent sheikhs across Khartoum and encouraged them to go out and 

protest at foreign embassies. Government representatives reportedly emphasised in meetings that 

they wanted to encourage peaceful demonstrations, but were aware that some conservative 

sheikhs with more hardline Islamist leanings were planning to call on individuals to storm 

diplomatic missions.
52

 

  

The following afternoon, a reported 5,000 demonstrators boarded rented public transportation 

buses known as “walis” and were transported to the UK and German embassies, which are 

adjacent to each other on Baladia street. Wali buses have been used in the past to transport rural 

NCP members to Khartoum for conferences.  

 

                                                           
48

 The Guardian, “Protests spread against US over anti-Islamic film – as it happened”, 14 September 2012.  
49

 Sudan Tribune, “Sudan’s Turabi ‘ashamed’ of anti-film protests”, 19 September 2012.  
50

 Sudan Tribune, “Sudan summons US, German ambassadors to protest against anti-Islam film”, 14 September 

2012.  
51

 Sudan Tribune, “Two Sudanese killed in protest against US embassy, police say”, 15 September 2012.  
52

 Al Jazeera, “How Sudan’s Bashir survived the Arab Spring”, 26 September 2012.  
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At the German Embassy, demonstrators managed to enter the compound. There were reports that 

police stood by when the crowd forced its way into the embassy.
53

 Demonstrators who entered 

smashed windows, cameras, and furniture inside the embassy and started a fire. Others burnt a 

German flag, and held up a black flag emblazoned ‘No God but Allah and Mohammed is His 

Messenger’. About twenty men also broke into the British Embassy next door. A smoke bomb 

was fired by police, dispersing the demonstrators.  

 

Demonstrators then re-boarded the buses and were transported to the front of the US Embassy, 

located on the outskirts of Khartoum in Soba Kilo 10. Police prevented demonstrators from 

entering the embassy for over an hour. When the demonstrators broke through the security 

cordon of 250 police officers, a police vehicle struck a demonstrator. After the first demonstrator 

was killed, some of the demonstrators at the US Embassy began chanting anti-regime slogans as 

the news spread amongst those present. The demonstrators were dispersed after guards sitting on 

the roof of the US Embassy fired warning shots.
 54 

 

In the following days, Sudanese Islamist and student groups were forced to cancel subsequent 

demonstrations after failing to obtain the necessary permits from the police.
55

 The 

demonstrations  showed the growing grip of the Salafis and other Islamist groups, and their 

capacity to coordinate and mobilise quickly within Khartoum, particularly in the mosques. It also 

demonstrated their ability to attract domestic media attention in a highly politicised atmosphere 

and despite the media focus at the time on the Addis negotiations.  

 

Monitoring Report 

Freedom of Expression 

 On 22 August, Khartoum’s High Court confirmed the cancellation of the verdict reached by 

the Press and Publications Court in July 2011 against Al Gerida newspaper and journalist 

Ms. Amel Habbani. Charges were originally pressed against Al Gerida and Amel Habbani in 

May 2011 for reporting on the rape of Girifna activist Safia Ishag by three NISS agents in 

February 2011. The case filed against Ms. Habbani and Al Gerida was one out of at least ten 

others levelled against journalists reporting on Ms. Ishag’s rape.
56

 

 

On 25 July 2011 Judge Modather Al Rasheed of the Press and Publications Trial Court in 

Khartoum found Ms. Habbani guilty of violating Article 66 (false news) of the 1991 

Sudanese Penal Code. She was fined 2000 Sudanese pounds. Ms. Habbani refused to pay the 

                                                           
53

 Reuters, “UPDATE 2-Sudan protesters break into U.S., German embassies”, 14 September 2012.  
54

 Reuters, “Three killed as Sudanese storm US, German embassies”, 14 September 2012. 
55

 Sudan Tribune, “Sudan bans demonstrations over anti-Islam cartoons”, 21 September 2012.   
56

 See African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies, “Journalists Reporting on Sexual Violence against Women Face 

Criminal Charges”, 3 June 2011, and Sudan Human Rights Monitor, June – July 2011. 
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fine, electing to undergo the alternative penalty of one month in prison. Her fine was paid 

two days later by a number of activists and she was released from prison. 

 

Upon her release, Ms. Habbani appealed the court’s verdict. On 6 December the Appeal 

Court of Khartoum ruled in favour of the Press and Publications Trial Court and found Ms. 

Habbani guilty of violating Article 66. Ms. Habbani appealed the case further to the High 

Court of Khartoum, which dropped the charges.  

 

The NISS then appealed the High Court’s decision. On 22 August, the High Court reaffirmed 

that the charges against Ms. Habbani would be dropped on the grounds that the NISS had not 

sufficiently proven that Ms. Habbani had published “false news”.  

 

ACJPS commends the High Court of Khartoum for ruling in favour of Ms. Habbani’s right to 

the freedom of expression. It is promising that the High Court has ruled in favour of Ms. 

Habbani when the NISS had undertaken such dire efforts to press charges against journalists 

reporting on Ms. Ishag’s case, severely limiting the space for freedom of expression, and 

intimidating other journalists from publicly criticising the NISS.  

 On 2 September the NISS in Khartoum prevented three newspapers from distributing printed 

copies of their newspapers. They are: 

o Al Sahafa. The newspaper reported that they had lost 23,000 Sudanese pounds 

(roughly $5,217) as a result of the post-print censorship. 

o Aakhir Lahza 

o Al Gerida. The newspaper reported that they had lost 12,000 Sudanese pounds 

($2,722) as a result of post-print censorship.  

 

 On 23 September the Press and Publications Court in Al Jazeera state, central Sudan, 

sentenced Osman Shengar, (m), chief editor of Al Gerida and Shaza Alsheikh, (f), journalist 

with Al Gerida, to a fine of 3,000 Sudanese pounds (roughly $680) or four months 

imprisonment in the case of non-payment. The newspaper had published an article accusing 

the former political chairman of the Peoples’ Committee in Wad Medani of stealing public 

money.  

Arbitrary Arrest 

 On 28 June Mohamed Khalaf Jabir Ismail, (m), was arrested in Omdurman. Mr. Ismail works 

in Omdurman and is an Egyptian national. He was arrested by the NISS on suspicion of 

sending threatening SMS messages to the American embassy. Despite stating that he was 

able to prove that the telephone numbers from which the texts were sent were different from 

his own telephone number, the NISS arrested him. They seized his passport as well as his 

family members’ passports. Mr. Ismail was forced to log in to his facebook account, where 

the NISS found a photo of him participating in the Tahrir Square demonstrations in Cairo. 
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They began to question him about the reason for his participation and his role in the Egyptian 

revolution. Mr. Ismail was released on 5 August 2012. He was not subjected to torture, but 

was threatened with deportation.  

 At 10am on 10 July, Dr. Mayada Swar Aldahab, (f), 33 years of age and head of the 

Sudanese Liberal Party and member of the Doctors’ Committee, was arrested from her home 

in Khartoum Bahri by 7 NISS agents. They came in two vehicles and took her to NISS 

offices in Khartoum Bahri near Shendi bus station. The NISS began interrogating Ms. 

Aldahab immediately after she arrived, and ordered her to disclose details regarding her 

family and the Liberal Party’s activities and publications. She was also questioned about 

papers and statements issued and published by the Liberal Party following the visit of the 

party’s president to South Sudan, and the relationship between the Liberal Party and Israel. 

The NISS stated that the Liberal Party is an illegal political party, as it is not registered in 

Sudan, and accused the party of having relationships with enemy states. Ms Aldahab was 

released at 4pm the same day. She had been arbitrarily dismissed from her work in June 

without any rationale when she returned from her vacation time. She reported that she 

continues to receive threatening SMS and phone calls from the NISS.  

 On 10 September the police arrested ten men in the Alslmania neighbourhood of Albauga, 

River Nile state. The men were accused of conducting gold exploration activities without 

permits. The group argued that they had been given permits by a company and they were 

working on the border of the area they had been authorised to conduct mining activities in. 

Following arrest the group were taken to the police compound, where they were beaten with 

sticks and forced to stand for long hours and perform heavy exercises. The police also 

opened fire into the air and subjected them to verbal abuse.  

The group was subsequently released. It is unknown how long they were detained for. The 

group filed a case against the police at Albauga police station, presenting medical forms that 

showed evidence that they had been subjected to torture. Their names are below.  

1. Omran Fatih Alrhman, (m). 

2. Hani Fatih Alrhaman, (m).  

3. Ahmed Alwagie, (m). 

4. Mukhtar Nour Alhuda, (m). 

5. Mustafa Nur Alhuda, (m). 

6. Mansur Alhaj, (m).  

7. Ayman Hamid, (m).  

8. Mohamed Laagieed, (m).  

9. Ahmed Alageed, (m).  

10. Hamza Alageed, (m).  

11. Altygani Abdurahim, (m).  

12. Mujahid Mohamed, (m).  
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 At 11am on 19 September in Kassala state, the NISS arrested two students affiliated with the 

Popular Congress Party from the University of Kassala. Their names are below.  

o Suliman Ibrahim Al-Duma, (m).  

o Tariq Babiker, (m).  

The two students were detained until midnight in NISS offices in Kassala. They reported 

being beaten by the NISS, denied food, and forced to stand for two hours. They were later 

placed in a small cell with scorpions.  

 On 26 September the NISS subjected Suliman Ibrahim Al-Duma, (m), to re-arrest in New 

Halfa town, Kassala state. Though the exact details are unknown, Mr. Al-Duma had 

previously been detained by the NISS. Mr. Al-Duma is a student at New Halfa University 

and reportedly a member of the Popular Congress Party (PCP). While in NISS custody he 

was reportedly subjected to torture and beaten with the back of a gun. The NISS demanded 

that Mr. Al-Duma withdraw his membership from the PCP. He was subsequently transferred 

to police custody.  

 

The police informed Mr. Al-Duma that a case had been brought against him by a New Halfa 

University security guard. The exact charges leveled against him are unknown. Mr. Al-Duma 

was accused of entering Al-Duma University forcibly, destroying property, stealing, and 

‘abusing the symbol of sovereignty’. 

 

On 27 September Mr. Al-Duma was released on bail. While in police custody Mr. Al-Duma 

was not allowed to pray and was not provided with enough food. The NISS also confiscated 

his university ID card.  

 On 26 September the NISS of Rashad, South Kordofan, arrested Amar Yousef, (m), at a 

checkpoint at the entrance of the town. Mr. Rashad was returning from Khartoum with his 

father, and is the director of the Rashad Development Centre.  

 Throughout September, the NISS in Nyala, South Darfur arrested a number of university and 

secondary school students and civilians, all of whom are presumed to be affiliated with the 

student movement and other activists. Their arrests came weeks after the anti-regime 

demonstrations in Nyala and the 31 July incident in which twelve individuals, ten of whom 

were under the age of eighteen, were killed by police.
57

 The names of those arrested are 

below.  

o Yousef Alsharani, (m), 25 years old, arrested 6 September from El Geneina bus 

station. 

o Mohamed Abdurhman Jali, (m), 23 years old, arrested 7 September from El Geneina 

bus station. 

o Mohamed Siddig, (m), 23 years old, arrested from his home on 10 September. 

                                                           
57

 For more information, see African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies, “Twelve dead, including ten children, and 

over eighty injured following police and NISS excessive use of force in Nyala”, 2 August 2012. 
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o Khalid Yousef, (m), was arrested from his home on 10 September. 

o Salih Adam Adam, (m), 26 years old, arrested on 12 September at Nyala University. 

He was released on 17 September.  

o Najem Eldein Ahmed, (m), 26 years old, arrested from his shop in Nyala market on 

16 September. He was released on 18 September and reported that he had been 

subjected to torture.  

o Ibrahim Adam Osman, (m), 25 years old, arrested on 16 September at Nyala. 

University. He was released on 22 September and admitted to the Nyala Hospital with 

serious injuries inflicted by torture.  

o Mawai. The details of Mawai’s arrest and detention are unknown. 

Torture and Inhumane Treatment 

Update on arrests following anti-regime protests in June-August 

ACJPS documented the arbitrary arrest and detention of hundreds of individuals during anti-

regime protests which were held throughout Sudan between June and August. Many of these 

cases were documented in the ACJPS report Excessive Force, Mass Arbitrary Detentions, Ill-

Treatment and Torture Used to Crackdown on Popular Protests in Sudan and the Sudan Human 

Rights Monitor, June – July 2012.  

According to information available to ACJPS, all individuals arrested in relation to the anti-

regime demonstrations have been released from NISS and police custody. As individuals were 

released, it became apparent that the excessive use of force, ill-treatment and torture by the 

police and NISS was widespread during the demonstrations. Below are the testimonies of six 

individuals subjected to ill-treatment and torture in connection with the demonstrations.  

Hashim Mohamed Nour Salih, (m), age twenty seven. Arrested at 10amon 26 June at 

Sakrab Building, Port Sudan, and released 2 July. Mr. Salih is a nurse at Port Sudan 

Hospital and affiliated with the Popular Congress Party.  

Mr. Salih was arrested by three NISS officers whilst distributing fliers. He was 

blindfolded immediately after his arrest and beaten with water pipes. He was then forced 

to stand under the sun for thirty minutes before being taken to a mosque inside the Port 

Sudan NISS office, where he was detained from 1pm until 10pm. He was then placed in a 

car and driven around the city before being brought back to the same place. Mr. Salih 

believes he was driven around in order to confuse him on his whereabouts. He was 

subjected to incommunicado detention in a hot room from the date of his arrest until 2 

July, when he was released.  

During his detention, NISS agents would throw water and sand into his cell every hour to 

prevent him from sleeping. They also subjected him to verbal abuse, saying that the 

PCP’s leadership were ‘slaves and your objective is to serve slaves’. He was additionally 
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denied any legal representation and visits from his family throughout the duration of his 

detention.  

Mohamed Abbas Mohamed Osman, (m), age twenty four. Arrested on 26 June by the NISS 

in front of his home in Alswagi Alshamalai, Kassala and released on 8 August. Mr. Osman 

is a student in the Faculty of Economics at Red Sea University and a member of the 

Sudanese Alliance.  

Mr. Osman was arrested on 26 June 2012 by the NISS in front of his house in Alswagi 

Alshmalai, Kassala. He was attacked by three NISS agents, who were soon joined by 

three cars. Mr. Osman tried to escape, but a NISS lieutenant called Emad fired his gun 

into the air, exposing Mr. Osman when he tried to flee. He was placed in the back of a 

salon car where he was beaten by NISS agents called Ahmed Awad, nicknamed ‘Sils’, 

Lieutenant Emad, Ahmed Saleh and Salah Abdul Rauf. He was accused of inciting the 

anti-regime demonstrations and beaten with water hoses and with fists for about thirty 

minutes. He was taken to a NISS detention centre in Kassala, where he was beaten 

severely again on the evening of his arrest.  

On his second day in NISS custody, Mr. Osman was beaten on his face and chest 

alongside another detainee, Abdul Hadi. After suffering from shortness of breath, he was 

brought to the hospital and given an injection. Throughout his detention, he suffered from 

malaria and was referred to Shakreen hospital in Kassala.  

At 10pm on 14 and 15 July, he was ordered to stand with the rest of the detainees until 

early in the morning. He was again beaten on his face and chest and subjected to verbal 

abuse by Lieutenant Emad.  

At 11pm on 31 July and 1 August he and other detainees were forced to crawl on the 

ground while being beaten violently by water hoses until 2am.  

Sometime in August, Mr. Osman was ordered to go to a café in the centre of Kassala and 

call fellow activists to meet him so that the NISS could arrest them. When he refused he 

was severely beaten.  

Mr. Osman was detained for forty three days. Two of these days he was held 

incommunicado. Throughout the duration of his detention he was exposed daily to verbal 

abuse and beatings. The week before his release he suffered from fainting and was 

referred to the same doctor. He was detained alongside fellow demonstrators Musab 

Ibrahim Jabara, Abdullah Mohamed Saeed, Mohamed Osman Gatar, Mohamed Ali 

Canary, Soloman Ibrahim Adoma, Khader Abdul Rahman, Abdul Hadi Mahmoud, and 

Mohamed Taj Alsir. He was allowed four visits from his family, but each visit lasted less 

than a minute and was monitored by the NISS.  
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Mr. Osman was also forced to open his facebook account and e-mail during his detention. 

His mobile phone was confiscated, and has not been returned subsequent to his release, 

despite many attempts to retrieve it. 

Anwar Awad, (m), journalist. Arrested 29 June (“elbow licking Friday) at 2pm in Wad 

Nubawi, Omdurman, and released the following morning.  

Mr. Awad was arrested in Wad Nubawi, Omdurman, as he was walking down the street 

with a friend. He had intended to report on the anti-regime demonstrations outside of 

Wad Nubawi mosque, but had been stopped by police before reaching the demonstration. 

As the police started to fire tear gas into the area, Mr. Awad and his friend entered a road 

to the east of the mosque. They soon realised that they were being following and moved 

southwards to al-Shuhada area. When they reached the first traffic light, Mr. Awad’s 

friend suggested that they seek shelter in the shade of a nearby home. A car stopped 

nearby, and a plainclothed officer (it is unknown whether he belonged to the police or the 

NISS) got out and ordered Mr. Awad to stop. He was joined by thirteen other 

plainclothed officers. They attacked Mr. Awad, forcing his hands behind his back, and 

forced him into the back of a pickup truck, where they sat around him to ensure that he 

could not escape. His friend was not arrested and wrote down the license plates of the car.  

Mr. Awad was taken to an unknown NISS detention centre. He was ordered out of the car 

and beaten with water hoses on his back three times. He was taken to a room, where he 

found roughly twenty other detainees on their knees facing the wall. Mr. Awad was 

ordered to pull his trousers up to his knees and do the same. The group was told to 

attempt to “lick their elbows”. “Elbow Licking”, a colloquial Sudanese phrase for ‘do 

something impossible’, was the term given to the 29 June demonstrations.  

Mr. Awad’s journalist ID and mobile telephone were immediately seized. The group was 

asked to hide their heads inside their shirts and hold each other’s shoulders to form a 

column. They were taken outside the building where a group of NISS agents hit anyone 

who raised their head or changed their posture. The entire group was subjected to verbal 

abuse. Another agent came and slapped Mr. Awad on his ears until he temporarily lost 

his ability to hear. After twenty minutes, they took Mr. Awad and the twenty other 

detainees and crammed them into the back of a pickup truck. They were transported to a 

second location roughly ten minutes away from the first place. The car stopped in front of 

a building, and a group of plainclothed officers ran out, carrying water hoses. They ran to 

the group and began beating them and shouting, “bring those elbow-licking people here”. 

The detainees were told to move quickly while being beaten. The plainclothed officers 

began asking each detainee multiple questions at the same time in an attempt to disorient 

them further.  
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One NISS agent came around the group with a writing pad, registering the identity and 

belongings of each detainee. When Mr. Awad stated that his journalist ID was in NISS 

custody, another NISS agent hit him twice with a water hose and kicked him. Mr. Awad 

told the NISS agent collecting the data that he suffers from migraines, and they should 

not kick him on his head. The NISS agent promised to convey the message to his 

superior.  

Mr. Awad was then ordered to sit on the floor, which was extremely hot and located next 

to a generator. He was the last one in the column and so could see the effects of lashing 

on each of the detainees seated in front of him. Mr. Awad stated that he was lucky in the 

sense that he got the least amount of lashes, as he was seated at the back and the NISS 

agents were tired by that point. 

A NISS agent came behind Mr. Awad and started to swear at the detainees, journalists 

and the press. Mr. Awad didn’t reply. The agent said “you know the wrong path, yet you 

follow it and then come here and say I am sick…you are mistaken, aren’t you?” Mr. 

Awad replied by saying “No, I am not, because the road was open and not closed”. The 

agent became very angry and called another person, saying to him, “come and take care 

of this journalist so he learns his mistake”. He was beaten on his ears about seven times. 

He felt severe buzzing in his ears and fell unconscious. He slowly began regaining his 

hearing, and continued sitting on the floor as the NISS beat him and interrogated him for 

roughly three hours.  

Mr. Awad’s interrogation centred around his journalistic activities, with the NISS 

questioning him on his political affiliation and what he was doing in the area of the 

demonstrations in Wad Nubawi. Mr. Awad told them that he was an independent 

journalist and was covering the demonstrations. They asked him his home address and 

telephone number and then left. After a while, one NISS agent returned and asked for a 

photo of him before leaving. He then returned and asked for his facebook account and 

password, which Mr. Awad gave. He was then taken to sit outside again. Mr Awad was 

sporadically hit and questionned from 8-11pm.  

At around midnight, Mr. Awad was called inside by his name. He stood up and was 

surrounded by six NISS agents. One of the NISS agents showed him his photo and news 

of his arrest posted on al-Rakoba website and asked “is this you?” The NISS agents then 

began beating Mr. Awad severely on his head, neck and back until he fell on the floor.  

One of them picked Mr. Awad up and said “do you see our military fatigues?” When Mr. 

Awad was about to raise his head to have a look, he was hit on his head and chest, while 

the other NISS agents hit him in his neck and back.  The NISS agent who had shown him 

his picture online said “you said you are not affiliated to anyone, so what is this? And 
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who is Faisal El-Bagir?”
58

 Mr. Awad was then questioned about his friend that he had 

been walking with when he was arrested, and who had recorded the registration number 

of the car that arrested him. 

While the NISS was beating him, one of them pulled his face up to his and said “you will 

see what we are going to do to you tonight”, making a sexual gesture and implying that 

they would rape Mr. Awad. They then pushed him to the floor. Another NISS agent 

began asking Mr. Awad questions. When Mr. Awad replied that he couldn’t hear him 

because of the impact of the beatings on his ears, the NISS agent replied “good, now you 

can't hear… we will make you blind too”.  Mr. Awad was then taken back to the rest of 

the detainees and forced to sit on the floor.  

At around 2am, the group was told that they would be allowed to relax in the prayer 

room.  Mr. Awad requested to go to the toilet, and was allowed to do so, accompanied by 

a NISS agent.  When he returned to the prayer room, the same NISS agent who had 

recorded his identity told him he had been summoned for interrogation again.  He took 

Mr. Awad to the first floor and then to an office at the end of a corridor to the left.  

Sitting in the office was a man in his sixties wearing a Jalabiya.  He didn't speak to Mr. 

Awad for five minutes, going through some papers before he began questioning Mr. 

Awad on his name, job, political affiliation and relationship to the protests.  Mr. Awad 

repeated what he had told the NISS agents previously.  The man asked for his phone 

number. Mr. Awad replied that he couldn’t remember it, and that the NISS had already 

confiscated his phone so they could check the number. After a long pause, the man 

ordered the NISS agent accompanying Mr. Awad to give him back his belongings and 

release him.  

Mr. Awad is now suffering serious health problems resulting from the torture. In late 

November he was still under treatment for partial loss of hearing and a slipped disc in his 

neck. He has obtained credible medical reports verifying his torture.  

Omer Abdalla Isa, (m), age twenty five. Arrested on 29 June from his home in Al Gadarif 

and detained till 9 July. Mr. Isa is a graduate of Al Gadarif University.  

Mr. Isa was arrested from his home in Al Gadarif at 10 pm by twenty NISS agents in 

three pickup trucks. He was not informed about the rationale behind his arrest nor shown 

any arrest warrant. Some of the NISS agents attempted to beat him at his home, but other 

agents stopped them. He was then taken to NISS offices in Al Gadarif next to the 

Criminal Court.  

Mr. Isa was held incommunicado for six days in a dark room. During his detention, he 

was beaten severely with water hoses all over his body. Each time he was interrogated, he 
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was questioned for thirty minutes and asked for detailed information on his family, his 

political activities, and his work. During the investigation, he was told that he was 

accused of organising the demonstrations. He was later transferred to another location 

with other detainees from Al Gadarif before being released on 9 July.  

Ahmed Hassan Ahmed, (m), age sixty two. Arrested at 9.30am on 2 July in al-Radeef area 

of Kosti, White Nile state, and released on 17 August after spending 47 days in detention. 

Mr. Ahmed is a member of the Communist Party. He previously worked for the local 

government, but was dismissed after the 1989 coup. He suffers from rheumatism..  

Mr. Ahmed was arrested from his home by four NISS agents. The NISS agents informed 

him that he had been summoned to the NISS director’s office regarding demonstrations 

that had taken place in Kosti on 29 June.  

Mr. Ahmed was taken by the NISS agents to their headquarters in town. When they 

arrived the NISS agents forced him to remain standing and facing a wall for two hours. 

They removed his eye glasses. Mr. Ahmed was then taken into a very dirty cell full of 

mosquitoes and with water on the floor. He was not allowed to bathe or change his 

clothes for ten days. 

For the first ten days of Mr. Ahmed’s detention, the door to his cell was only opened 

twice a day, in the mornings and evenings. When Mr. Ahmed requested that he be given 

time and space to pray, the NISS told him that he should pray all at once. He was given 

two containers, one to drink water from and another to urinate in. 

After twelve days in detention Mr. Ahmed was moved to a mosque within the NISS 

building. Mr. Ahmed was moved to make room for twelve Darfuris that had recently 

been arrested. NISS agents told Mr. Ahmed that he was lucky  the new detainees had 

arrived as otherwise he would have stayed in his cell for a very long time. 

During the period of his detention, Mr. Ahmed was interrogated three times by three 

different NISS officers. Each interrogation took place at night. The interrogating officers 

threatened and intimidated Mr. Ahmed by bringing other NISS agents into the 

interrogation room and saying that they would soon be ordered to beat him if he didn’t 

admit that he had played a role in the organisation of demonstrations in Kosti. His health 

deteriorated rapidly. When Mr. Ahmed became seriously ill, he was taken to Kosti town 

hospital, where the doctor recommended that he be provided with specific types of food 

and that he should drink more water. When Mr. Ahmed was returned to NISS custody he 

was provided with more water, but his diet was not altered. 

When Mr. Ahmed’s friends and family protested outside of the NISS building demanding 

his release, the NISS arrested fifteen of them, and before releasing them, forced them to 

sign an agreement that they would not demonstrate anymore on Mr. Ahmed’s behalf.  
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The NISS officers forced Mr. Ahmed to sign two agreements. The first stated that he 

would not be involved in any political activities, and the second that he would act in 

accordance to the laws of the local government. Mr. Ahmed informed them that he was a 

member of the Communist Party and that he would undertake any activities assigned to 

him by his party. He was coerced into signing an agreement issued by the Office of the 

Director of State Security in White Nile state, and released on 17 August. He spent forty 

seven days in detention.  

Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Mahmoud, (m), age twenty one years. Arrested on 12 July 

and detained till 16 July. Mr. Mahmoud was detained in Abu Kadok in Omdurman. Mr. 

Mahmoud is a member of the Bani Amir tribe and a student in the Faculty of Engineering 

at Sudan University. Mr. Mahmoud is also a member of Girifna and the Democratic Front. 

On the day of his arrest, Mr. Mohamed received a phone call from a girl who identified 

herself as Hanan Ali. Ms. Ali told Mr. Mohamed that she had been referred to him by a 

friend to meet him and pass on some materials. Mr. Mohamed requested her to give him 

her telephone number so that he could verify the situation with a friend. When he did so, 

his friend told him that he had called Ms. Ali and that he should go and meet with her. He 

called her telephone twice without her answering.  

He was then approached by ten plainclothes NISS agents who shoved him into a pickup 

car. When two people passing by complained about the treatment of Mr. Ali, they were 

arrested as well.  

The NISS took Mr. Mohamed to Omdurman, where he was interrogated by the same 

group of ten agents. He was asked questions about his ethnic background and for the 

password to his facebook account. The NISS officers beat him on his hands and subjected 

him to verbal abuse.  

Mr. Mohamed was then transferred to another NISS detention centre. He was blindfolded 

and transported in the back of a saloon car between two people. The entire time he was 

beaten. The NISS officers who accompanied him threatened to rape him, and asked the 

driver to stop at the next pharmacy to buy condoms. When they reached the NISS offices, 

the NISS officers began asking questions about Ms. Ali and a Girifna member and friend 

of Mr. Mohamed called Sirag. He was ordered to give the NISS his facebook password. 

When he gave them a wrong password, he was beaten with water hoses and fists until he 

fell on the ground.  

After he regained consciousness, he was interrogated again about Sirag. He denied any 

connection with him. They forced him to listen to a telephone conversation between him 

and Sirag where they had agreed to meet the next day to exchange money. He was then 

beaten again. Mr. Mohamed agreed to give the NISS his facebook password.   
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Mr. Mohamed was then forced to call Sirag. Sirag asked him where he had placed two 

boxes of Girifna fliers. The NISS then ended the call and started beating him again.  Mr. 

Mohamed continued to refuse to give any details on Girifna or any fellow activists. He 

was then forced to lie down. A NISS agent picked up a hammer and threatened to remove 

his fingernails. Mr. Mohamed then agreed to take the NISS agents to the place where he 

had left the boxes Sirag referred to. The group departed at midnight. 

When Mr. Mohamed returned back to NISS offices, he was surrounded by a big crowd of 

NISS agents and ordered to carry the box to the second floor. The group was laughing at 

him and reading aloud from the fliers found in the box. He was then taken into the next 

room, where a NISS agent called Omer gave him a twelve page questionnaire about 

Girifna to fill out. The questions revolved around its members and activities.  

The next morning, Mr. Mohamed was ordered to give his skype password. When he 

refused, his interrogators called a large NISS agent who began beating him and kicking 

him in his genitals. The NISS agent showed him a condom box, inferring that he would 

subject Mr. Mohamed to rape. Mr. Mohamed then agreed to give the NISS his skype 

password.  

After 13 July Mr. Mohamed was not subjected to any more beatings. The NISS brought 

him a copy of the Quran and ordered him to read it. He was lectured on the importance of 

protecting the country from Southern attempts to destabilise the Sudanese economy.  

On 16 July the NISS agent called Omer told Mr. Mohamed that he was now a member of 

the NISS. He was given a paper to sign stating that he would become an informant for the 

NISS, and another paper stating “I have been arrested by the NISS while carrying a 

Molotov cocktail and fliers aimed at undermining the constitutional regime”. He was 

forced to read both on camera. After signing both documents, one of the NISS agents told 

him that he had sent him a facebook request, so he should not delete his account.  

After his release, Mr. Mohamed reported receiving four phone calls asking for 

information on Girifna activists.  He has severe pain in his genitals and has been 

urinating blood. During his detention, he was denied legal representation and visits from 

family members.  

NISS Immunity  

 From 27 July – 15 August, Yousef Faiz ,(m), was detained by the NISS in Port Sudan in 

relation to his involvement in the anti-regime demonstrations. Throughout his detention, Mr. 

Faiz was subjected to torture.  
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On 9 September 2012 Mr. Faiz submitted a formal application to the Attorney General of 

Port Sudan requesting that an official case be filed against the NISS agents who subjected 

him to torture. He identified some of them by name. 

 

The Attorney General directed Mr. Faiz to obtain a medical report in order to proceed with 

filing a case. The doctor who examined Mr. Faiz, called Dr. Babiker Ali, confirmed that the 

joints in Mr. Faiz’s legs were severely swollen.   The Attorney General then ordered the 

police to conduct a preliminary investigation. 

 

A police officer called Badralein, the head of Port Sudan Central Police, refused to initiate 

the investigation unless the immunity of the NISS agents was confirmed to have been lifted. 

The head office of the police in Port Sudan sent the application back to the police 

investigator to record the testimony of Mr Faiz.  

 

During this process, the NISS legal department in Khartoum contacted Mr. Faiz to present 

himself before their offices in Khartoum on 1 October to assist in administrative proceedings 

related to the case. Mr. Faiz also began receiving phone calls from different numbers 

threatening him. The case is still pending.  

Public Order Violations  

On 6 August Judge Ibrahim Adam Yusuf of the Public Order Court in Kosti, White Nile state, 

sentenced S.A.M., (f), 20 years of age, and A.A., (m), 30 years of age, to 100 lashes each under 

Article 146 (adultery) of the 1991 Sudanese Penal Code.  

S.A.M. ran away from her family in Kosti to Khartoum some time ago for unclear reasons. In 

Khartoum, she was homeless and became extremely ill. She was found by A.A. in Jackson 

Square. A.A. offered to take her to the hospital to obtain medical treatment. She spent 10 days in 

the hospital, and was released back into A.A.’s care. She did not tell A.A. her origins, but only 

stated that she didn’t have anyone to support her and no family. The two decided to marry. In 

Sudan, when a woman cannot produce permission from her family to marry, she must obtain it 

from the court. A.A. and S.A.M. went to the Omdurman Court to obtain permission, but the 

court rejected her application on the grounds that S.A.M. did not have any ID. The couple later 

married under customary law and got a customary marriage certificate. S.A.M. informed A.A. 

that she did still have family in Kosti, and the two immediately returned to White Nile state.  

When the couple informed S.A.M’s family that they had married and had been living together 

for one year with a customary marriage license, S.A.M’s father rejected the marriage and filed a 

case of adultery against the couple. The Public Order Court refused to accept the customary 

marriage certificate and found the couple guilty of adultery.They were lashed immediately after 

sentencing. 
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Extra-judicial Killings 

On 10 September police shot and killed Mohamed Osman during clashes between the police and 

residents of Wadi Alhao area, eastern River Nile state. 

 

The clashes occurred after police entered Wadi Alhao area and threatened to evict the residents 

with the justification that the area was government land. When the residents showed the police 

land ownership documents issued by the Ministry of Planning, the police showed them recently 

issued documents issued by the local governor of eastern River Nile locality ordering their 

eviction. A clash began between the two groups, and the police fired into the crowd, killing Mr. 

Osman.   

Violations in South Kordofan 

During the monitoring period, conflict increased in South Kordofan. The fighting is reportedly 

linked to SPLM-N attempts to capture key cities in order to secure a humanitarian corridor in 

South Kordofan. 

There have been serious attacks and isolated killings perpetrated by unknown militias and the 

Popular Defence Forces (PDF) in South Kordofan. The individuals below were all killed or 

seriously injured in different villages throughout Rashad locality. 

1. Fagiedo (a nickname), (m), 35 years of age, farmer. He was critically injured during 

aerial bombings by Antonovs flown by the SAF in Elmorieb on 28 August 2012 and 

died shortly after from his injuries.  

2. Babiker Elgom Babiker, (m), 70 years of age, farmer. He was killed by unknown 

militias in Elmorieb Tagalo on 5 September 2012. 

3. Ali Omer Said, (m), 50 years of age, farmer. Mr. Said was reportedly killed by the 

PDF in Elrokab on 14 September 2012.  

4. Mohamed Elgom Musa, (m), 35 years of age, cattle raider. Mr. Musa was reportedly 

killed in Elrokab by the PDF and his cattle looted on 17 September 2012.  

A child, Ali Abdalla Yonis, (m), 12 years of age and a shepherd, disappeared from Elrokab on 8 

September 2012. He has not been seen since and a case has been filed in the Elrokab Police 

Station.  

Local authorities and the NISS have begun to re-arrest individuals previously detained since the 

outbreak of conflict in June 2011. Interrogations have focused mainly on their presumed 

continued affiliation with the SPLM-N. Those arrested include: 

1. Elgaili Adam Gawed, (m), 54 years of age, an Omda of the Tamdeman ethnic group. 

Mr. Gawed was arrested by the NISS from Rashad and transferred to Abu Gebiha on 
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10 September 2012. Mr. Gawed was accused by the NISS of being an SPLM-N 

member. 

2. Abdulbagi Abdulfadiel, (m), 20 years of age. Mr. Abdulfadiel was arrested from 

Tandeman in Rashad on 10 September 2012. Mr. Abdulfadiel is perceived by the 

GoS to be an SPLM-N member. He is currently still in detention.  

3. Juma Adam Abdall, (m), 18 years of age. Mr. Abdall was arrested from Tamdeman 

on 10 September 2012. Mr. Abdall is perceived by the GoS to be an SPLM-N 

member. 

Below is the testimony of the leader of the Communist Party in South Kordofan, 

Abdulmatalib Suleiman, and former candidate for a geographical constituency of Kadugli 

in the June 2011 elections. Mr. Suleiman is a resident of Kadugli. He was also the Secretary 

General of the Opposition Alliance. He later withdrew from the election and supported the 

SPLM-N. Mr. Suleiman was arrested on 13 December 2011 and released in late January 

2012.  

At the outbreak of the war in June 2011, NCP militias were conducting door to door 

searches with lists of SPLM-N members. Mr. Suleiman and his family were forced to 

leave Kadugli.  During the June 2011 elections Mr. Suleiman was visited by a delegation 

of NCP members who told him that he had to support the NCP rather than the SPLM-N, 

which Mr. Suleiman refused to do.  

As Mr. Suleiman was moving out of town on a lorry with his family, he saw many dead 

bodies, including those of SPLM-N members. Militias were stopping lorries at 

checkpoints, and sometimes shooting at them. The lorry driver managed to drive through 

a checkpoint despite being shot at, and got Mr. Suleiman’s family safely to Aldalang. As 

they were entering Aldalang they saw six dead bodies, but were unable to stop to try and 

ascertain who they were.  

Soon after, the residents of Aldalang began moving towards Aldebibat town after 

rumours spread that Aldalang would soon be attacked. From there, they moved towards 

El Obeid in North Kordofan.   

Mr. Suleiman stayed out of Kadugli for five months, during which time his health 

deteriorated due to diabetes and high blood pressure. Mr. Suleiman decided to return to 

Kadugli when Governor Ahmed Haroun issued a statement that all public servants had to 

return to their work in forty five days. Additionally, Mr. Suleiman’s family had suffered 

significantly, and his daughter had been dismissed from Aldalang University’s School of 

Islamic Law. He wanted to return so that she could gain work in the Ministry of Finance. 

He and his family returned on 11 December. 
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Two days later, three NISS agents knocked on his door at 9.30am. His brother opened the 

door and Mr. Suleiman was arrested. He spent the entire afternoon in a cell at the local 

NISS offices. He was not taken for interrogation till 8.30pm. He was then asked where he 

had been in the past five months. The NISS continued to ask him about other residents of 

Kadugli and where they had fled to at the outbreak of the war. Mr. Suleiman replied that 

he didn’t know.  

After the interrogation the NISS told Mr. Suleiman that he was free to go home and 

return the following morning. On his way home he was stopped nearby Kadugli Hospital 

by two men driving a landcruiser. They told him that the NISS had told them to take him 

to his home. Mr. Suleiman was hesitant to get in the car, as he wasn’t far from his home. 

One of the officers then raised his pistol in his face and ordered him to lie down in the 

trunk of the car. He was taken to Military Intelligence headquarters, where his medication 

was confiscated. He was subjected to torture,threatened with death and accused of 

contributing to the war through his support for the SPLM-N and Opposition Alliance and 

role as a Communist Party candidate. He was held in a cell with more than fifty 

detainees, all of whom were members of the Nuba ethnic group. Among the detainees 

was a young man called called Dawud from the Dalami area of South Kordofan. He said 

that he was a graduate of the Engineering School of a Kenyan University. Mr. Suleiman 

believes that Dawud was subjected to extrajudicial killing, as he was released late in the 

night one day amidst a high security presence.  

After ten days in detention, Mr. Suleiman was released between 2 – 3am. He was 

blindfolded and forced out of the building into a car that began moving immediately. Mr. 

Suleiman could hear motorbikes moving alongside him. One of the men in the car was 

making a phone call, but Mr. Suleiman could not ascertain what he was saying. He was 

forced out of the car on the Western side of the football stadium. The car doubled back 

towards the same direction they had come from.  

Immediately after he was dropped Mr. Suleiman began to run in fear that the NISS were 

planning to execute him. He ran towards a neighbouring home where he knew the 

owners. The wife of the owner recognised him and began yelling towards him, and soon 

her husband joined her. They knew Mr. Suleiman well, but would not allow him to seek 

refuge at their home for fear of the NISS. Mr. Suleiman attempted to jump the wall of 

another home, but shortly after the NISS arrived and arrested him. He was taken back to 

NISS offices. 

When they reached NISS offices it was almost 4am. On arrival one of the NISS agents 

asked him how he had managed to survive his “escape” without being killed. He was 

interrogated for over an hour and asked to admit that the Communist Party was 

collaborating with the SPLM-N in the war in South Kordofan. He was also asked why the 

Communist Party had withdrawn from Constituencies no. 9 and 3 in the past elections, 
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ceding the territory to the SPLM-N. The NISS also accused Mr. Suleiman of having met 

with SPLM-N leaders like Abdulaziz al-Hilu, Yasir Arman, and Ramadan Hassan. Mr. 

Suleiman denied their allegations. Later he was forced to stand in the sun with his hands 

up and was beaten by NISS agents. His feet became severely swollen and he was denied 

drinking water, despite the NISS being  aware of his diabetes. He was continually 

threatened with death. He later fainted. He was taken to the police hospital at 3pm, where 

the doctor recommended that he be admitted. The NISS refused and returned him to his 

cell. After going on a hunger strike for three days, he was taken to Kadugli Hospital, 

where he was given medication for diabetes.  

Mr. Suleiman was surprised that he was allowed the medication, but realised the reason 

later when a journalist from a presumed pro-government Sudanese daily newspaper (Mr. 

Suleiman is unsure of which one) and the head of South Kordofan’s NISS entered his cell 

and asked for a report on the activities of the Sudanese Communist Party. The head of the 

NISS continued to threaten Mr. Suleiman with death if he refused to answer their 

questions. Mr. Suleiman continued to refuse and was taken back to his cell.  

In his cell, Mr. Suleiman found four men from Kadugli, three of whom he knew well and 

who were employees of the Ladinga charity organisation. The group of four were all 

released after five days. The same evening as the group was released, one of the NISS 

agents forcibly shaved Mr. Suleiman’s head. He was allowed to bathe and brush his teeth 

after twenty three days of being denied the chance to do so.  

The following day, the same journalist and the head of South Kordofan’s NISS visited 

Mr. Suleiman again. This time, he was accompanied by two more NISS agents who 

subjected Mr. Suleiman to torture. The journalist asked Mr. Suleiman to announce his 

withdrawal from the Sudanese Communist Party and willingness to join the NCP. Mr. 

Suleiman agreed to under the duress of torture, and was taken to the NCP House. There 

he found a number of NISS agents and police forces beside Al Shrooq TV cameras to 

film his announcement. Mr. Suleiman did so and was released later that day.  

Insecurity in Darfur 

 At 7pm on 14 August local militias comprised of about twenty men shot and killed Ali Yahia 

Omer, (m), 36 years old, in front of the police station in Melit Market, North Darfur. Mr. 

Omer was killed following a confrontation, though the exact details of the confrontation are 

unclear. The same local militias reportedly killed a civilian in a nearby town a day before, 

though further details are unknown and the attack has not been confirmed. 

 

After Mr. Omer was shot, the local militias ran over his dead body with two cars while 

randomly shooting their guns into the air. Local authorities did not intervene to protect  Mr. 

Omer and did not pursue the local militias as they drove out of the market. The local militias 
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that invaded Melit market are reportedly affiliated with the Ziadiaya ethnic group. The victim 

was a member of the Berti ethnic group.  

The following morning, the local militias moved from their camp at Grunha planning to loot 

Melit market in seven pickups carrying roughly seventy individuals.  The Berti tribe 

administration had heard rumours of a new attack and had armed their civil administration 

forces, as well as Berti youth in the Central Reserve Forces. A heavy gunfight took place in 

Melit town. During the attack, one local militia vehicle was destroyed and its occupants 

killed. The remaining local militia fled to Gronha camp and were pursued by members of the 

Berti tribe. An unverified number of civilians were reported to be killed and wounded. A 

number of shops were also destroyed. The market was closed for almost four days.  

Government authorities reportedly did not take any action to repel the local militias, even 

when they occupied government offices in Melit town.  

 On 1 September the border guard militias of Nyala, South Darfur, detained the local SAF 

Commander in their headquarters one hundred metres outside Nyala, after the SAF 

Commander travelled to the Border Guard headquarters and informed them that their salaries 

would be delayed. The border guards insisted that they be paid the same day as the SAF, and 

prevented the Commander from leaving. The SAF responded by surrounding the border 

guard headquarters with tanks later in the day. The border guards relented and allowed the 

SAF commander to leave. 

 

On 3 September the SAF reinstated the salaries of the border guards, which are 520 Sudanese 

pounds (roughly $118) per month.  

 On 17 September armed men raided the UNHCR office in El Geneina and hijacked two 

UNHCR vehicles. The two armed men attempted to drive out of the city, until one of the 

vehicles broke down and the armed men were forced to abandon it. They piled into the other 

car and left El Geneina.  

 On an unknown date in September, Adam Ishaq Abbakar, (m), a trader in El Geneina market, 

was murdered by unknown armed gunmen. Mr. Abakar sells watermelons in the El Geneina 

market. For unknown reasons there has reportedly been increased targeting of watermelon 

traders.  

 

After finishing his work day, Mr. Abbakar returned to his home around midnight. Armed 

gunmen raided his home and ordered him to hand over the money he had earned that day. 

When Mr. Abbakar refused, the gunmen shot and killed him. They proceeded to loot his 

property.  

 At 2pm on 16 September gunmen raided a home in Al Muhafizean area, Zalengei, while four 

young men were sleeping. The gunmen shot and killed  two of the men. Their names are 

below.  

o Baballah Harun Sharafaldin, (m), 25 years old, Rokirro town, baker. 
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o Salah-Aldin Adma Idriss, (m), 27 years old, Kass, baker 

The remaining two men escaped the home amidst heavy gunfire. In the morning, the two 

dead bodies were taken to Zalengei hospital mortuary. A large number of individuals 

gathered and took the two bodies for burial. The mourners spontaneously began a 

demonstration calling for improvement of the security situation in the city and regime 

change. Some of the demonstrators became violent and began throwing stones. They later 

went to the NCP house where they broke chairs and demolished tents. The police 

responded by attacking demonstrators, including those who were not engaging in 

violence, using tear gas and batons. The demonstrators were scattered into smaller groups 

which the police continued to pursue throughout the day. 

 

 


