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Political Developments 

 

Emergence of the Rapid Support Forces 

 

Conflict dynamics in Darfur, South and North Kordofan, and Blue Nile states have grown 

more complex, with a significant resurgence in inter-ethnic conflict between predominantly 

Arab groups in Darfur and the deployment of new government backed paramilitaries to 

support counterinsurgency efforts in conflict zones. This new force, named the Rapid Support 

Force (RSF), is led by former pro-government Janjawid militia leader Mohamed Hamdan 

Dogolo, known widely as “Hemeti”. Although “Hemeti” now has a formal title as 

commander in the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), the new force operates under the central 

command of the National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS). Prominent members of 

the SAF have publicly rejected any association with the new paramilitary force amidst 

escalating reports of attacks on civilians and civilian property in areas of RSF deployment. 

Despite this, ACJPS and others have documented the joint deployment of SAF and RSF 



2 
 

forces in Darfur, North Kordofan and South Kordofan states. The composition of the RSF is 

unclear, but they are widely thought to be comprised of many former pro-government 

“janjawid” militia fighters who now have NISS identification cards.  Unlike the former 

Janjawid militia, the Sudanese authorities have publicly claimed and praised the RSF as a 

government-backed paramilitary force, and confirmed their deployment to conflict zones in 

Darfur and South and North Kordofan to assist in military offences against armed opposition 

groups.  

 

In the first quarter of 2014 large-scale displacement took place in Darfur. The UN Office for 

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimated that at least 215,000 were 

newly displaced in Darfur between 1 January and 24 March.   

 

In South Darfur violence escalated dramatically following the deployment of the RSF. In late 

February 2014 dozens of Fur and Zaghawa villages in South Darfur were attacked by the 

RSF and Sudanese Armed Forces. The UN estimated that at least 45,000 civilians were 

displaced in late February and early March. There have been an unconfirmed number of 

deaths and sexual violence cases.  

 

In North Darfur, conflict continued between militia led by the former Janjaweed commander 

Musa Hilal against the Central Reserve Forces.  

 

Hilal was previously the Presidential Assistant for Federal Affairs from 2008 – 2013, when 

he returned to Darfur. Hilal defected from the NCP in January 2014 following months of 

criticism of the NCP. He was particularly critical of North Darfur Governor Osman 

Mohamed Yousif Kibir, who he accused of fomenting conflict between the Arab Beni 

Hussein and Reizegat communities. In January 2014 Hilal founded the Sudanese Awakening 

Revolutionary Council (SARC).  The SARC has accused the government of exploiting Arab 

tribes in Darfur and has also suggested it will coordinate efforts to overthrow the NCP 

together with the rebel alliance, the Sudanese Revolutionary Front. In March 2014 Hilal 

established his own administration in four towns in North Darfur, in Saraf Umra, Kutum, 

Kabkabiya, and El Waha. 

 

Hilal‟s moves have come at a time when local authorities in North Darfur are widely 

considered to be losing control of the Border Guard militias. On 1 March a civilian was killed 

by four border guards in El Fashir, North Darfur during a failed carjacking. The next day a 

demonstration was organised calling on Governor Osman Mohamed Yousif Kibir to 

withdraw the border guards from the city. Governor Kibir stated that the border guards were 

under the control of Khartoum and he was unable to do anything.  

 

According to some analysts, Hilal‟s influence is weak at the national level, but his influence 

at the local level is stronger and may become consolidated, disrupting alliances between 

Khartoum and armed groups in Darfur, and undermining local authorities.  

 

On 23 April 2014 a coalition of Darfuri civil society organisations sharply criticised 

Sudanese officials and ministers for praising the efforts of the RSF in fighting rebels in 

Darfur, stating that “the SRF militias, under the command of the National Intelligence and 

Security Services, seemingly have been commended for the burning of hundreds of villages 

in South and North Darfur since February this year; for killing, wounding, raping and looting 
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the property of innocent civilians, and causing the displacement of hundreds of thousands of 

Darfuri people”.
1
 

 

In the rest of the country, advocates seeking to highlight the situation facing people from 

Darfur and criticize the RSF have been targeted in a general crack down on freedom of 

expression and association (see excessive use of force section of the monitoring report).  

 

Status of National Dialogue 

 

A much anticipated speech made by Omar al-Bashir, televised live on 27 January, was 

expected to deliver concrete offers of reform from the NCP.  Several opposition party leaders, 

including Hassan al-Turabi of the Popular Congress Party, Ghazi Salah Al-Deen Al-Attabani 

of Reform Now, and Sadiq al Mahdi of the Umma Party attended in person. Bashir spoke of 

an NCP desire to prepare Sudan for the “leap” towards national reconciliation and expressed 

readiness for a political dialogue with all parties, including armed rebel groups if they 

renounced violence. No proposal for a coalition government was mentioned. The speech was 

criticized by opposition parties for failing to set out any concrete commitments for reform. In 

a rare move, Sudan‟s official news agency, SUNA, published comments made by Hassan al-

Turabi that the speech contributed “nothing new” and failed to commit to remove restrictions 

on fundamental freedoms. 

 

On 1 April the NCP reiterated its commitment to reform and Bashir ordered the release of all 

political prisoners in the country, stating that the GoS is committed to a “national dialogue” 

and “safeguarding the freedom of expression of individuals and groups”. He also directed 

authorities to allow political parties to carry out their activities inside and outside their 

headquarters in accordance with national legislation, and for press freedoms to be enhanced 

to contribute to the national dialogue. 

  

This promising rhetoric was directly contradicted by actions taken by authorities shortly after. 

Though a number of political detainees were released in the following days, others were 

subsequently been arrested.   

 

One activist, Taj Aldeen Arjaa was released without charge on 11 May after over four months 

in NISS detention on account of his opinions on Darfur. On 7 April the NISS prevented the 

opposition Reform Now party from holding a political forum in Omdurman and arrested a 

leader of the party‟s student wing, Emad Al-Dien Hashim. On 15 April Bashir issued decree 

No.158, which forbids political parties from organising meetings in their own venues without 

prior approval and requires permission for public meetings 48 hours in advance. Media is 

ordered to „maintain strict neutrality‟ and their reports may not „affect the country‟s unity‟. 

 

On 1 May the Political Parties Affairs Council (PPAC) announced that the Sudanese 

Republican Party‟s application to register as a political party had been rejected. The PPAC 

argued that the Republican Party‟s political ideology contradicted the constitutional provision 

that law in Sudan be based on Islamic sharia law and the conditions for the establishment of 

political parties in Sudan. 

 

Throughout the summer, a number of Sudanese Congress Party members were arrested and 

detained before being released en masse in September 2014. 

                                                           
1
 Radio Dabanga, ”Darfur society critical of officials praising Rapid Support Forces”, 24 April 2014.  
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Monitoring Report 

Freedom of Expression and Association 

 On 5 October 2013 the Governor of Blue Nile ordered the dissolution of the Farmers‟ Union 

in the state after they refused his attempt to assign a steering committee to the Union. The 

Union was formerly headed in 2012 by Bakash Talha, a member of the ruling National 

Congress Party (NCP). The remaining active members of the Farmers‟ Union objected on the 

basis that they considered the Governors‟ intervention an attempt to regain control of the 

Farmers‟ Union. 

 On 8 October 2013 a group of people demonstrated in Port Sudan next to the NISS offices, 

calling for the release of all political detainees. They were arrested and beaten inside the 

NISS offices for three hours before they were transferred to Diem Arab Police Station. The 

individuals arrested included those named below: 

o Ahmed Mohamed Mahmoud, (m), student at Red Sea University, Faculty of 

Engineering. 

o Mahmoud Ali Hassan, (m), student at Red Sea University, Faculty of Economy. 

o Sherif Hashim, (m), student at Red Sea University, Faculty of Applied Science. 

o Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Nour, (m), student at Red Sea University, Faculty of 

Economy. 

o Mohamed Adam Mohamed, student at Red Sea University, Faculty of Economy. 

o Onur Tahir Ouhaj, Port Sudan College, Faculty of Medicine. 

 

The group was charged under articles 63 (calling for opposition to public authority by use 

of violence or criminal force), 67 (rioting), 69 (disturbance of public peace), and 77 

(public nuisance) on 19 May 2014. The case was appealed on the grounds that the 

testimony of the complainant was heard in the absence of the defendants. The Appeal 

Court began trying the case on 27 January 2015. 

 On 3 - 4 March 2014 members of the Argawab tribe resident in the Klanaieb area of Port 

Sudan demonstrated against a government plan to begin exploration for gas and petroleum  

on their land. The Argawab alleged that the government sold their lands to oil companies for 

11 million Sudanese pounds (approximately $175,000), and had not received any 

compensation. 

 

The Argawab organised a sit-in demonstration in front of the oil companies‟ facilities 

beginning on the morning of 3 March 2014. The demonstrators demanded full compensation 

for individuals displaced from their land and demanded that the government provide them 

with basic services, including electricity, water, health and education. 

 

At 10pm the police arrested some of the demonstrators. Their names are below: 

o Omer Hadab, (m). 

o Eaisa Sayed Ali, (m). 

o Audeen Aonor, (m). 

o Omer Osman, (m). 

o Musa Hamad Musa, (m). 

o Shaiba Mohamed Hassan, (m). 

o Abuzainab Seedi, (m). 

 

The group was taken to Alshahinat Police Station, where they were charged under articles 67 

(rioting), 69 (disturbance of public peace), and 77 (public nuisance). They were released on 6 
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March 2014, after President Omar al Bashir concluded a visit to Red Sea state. Community 

leaders have appealed to the police to drop the charges against the demonstrators. No court 

date has been set. 

 On 16 May 2014 the NISS arrested four members of the Sudanese Ba‟ath party in Khartoum 

and Khartoum Bahri after they reportedly distributed a statement signed by members of the 

party calling for the fall of the current regime. Their names are below: 

o Mohammed Ahmed Tahir, (m), a welder. Mr. Tahir was arrested in front of the 

Khartoum football stadium. 

o Ismail Ibrahim Ismail, (m), a welder. Mr. Ismail was arrested in front of the 

Khartoum football stadium. 

o Abdallah Hassan Alcap, (m), a university student. 

o Mubarak Mohammed Kuku, (m). Mr. Kuku was arrested from his home in Elhag 

Yousif in Khartoum Bahri. 

 

Arbitrary Arrest and Detention 

 On 16 January 2014, Dr. Sidig Noreen Ali Abdalla, a university professor, was arrested by 

the NISS in El Obeid town, North Kordofan state. He was held incommunicado till 

September 2014, well in excess of the legal period of up to four-and-a-half months permitted 

even under the country‟s National Security Act of 2010. Although formal charges were not 

brought, he is thought to have been detained on account of his advocacy on the situation in 

Darfur. 

 On an unknown date in January 2014 the Director General of the Ministry of Health in Blue 

Nile state, Dr. Mudeer Amir Al Sheikh, issued an order to stop paying pharmacists and 

dentists a stipend which had formally been paid to general practitioners. The grounds of 

halting the payment was made on the rationale that pharmacists and dentists are not general 

medical practitioners. 

 

Upon hearing the announcement, pharmacists in Blue Nile threatened to strike. The 

Economic Security section within the NISS requested them to postpone the strike until the 8 

June 2014 to allow them to settle the dispute.  

 

On 8 June 2014 the pharmacists began the strike, although pharmacists associated with the 

National Health Insurance did not. At 1pm, the governor of Blue Nile promised to settle the 

dispute.  

 

During the strike, the economic security section of the NISS arrested five members of the 

Union. Their names are below. 

o Dr. Mohamed Ali, (m), president of the Union. 

o Dr. Musab Mubarak, (m), Union member. 

o Abdel Azaim Hamid, (m), Union member. 

o Dr. Mawhib Awad, (m), Union member. 

o Dr. Mohamed Tagelsir, (m), Union member. 

 

The NISS took the group to their offices for investigation, which continued until 12:30pm 

when they were released without charge.  

 

Several employees of a local printing shop who had prepared a sign for the strike stating 

“pharmacies are closed according to union order” were also reportedly arrested and released 

without charge.  
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 On 11 May 2014, journalist and blogger Taj Aldeen Arjaa, (m), 23 years of age, was released 

without charge. Mr. Arjaa had been detained for over four months by the NISS following his 

arrest on 26 December 2013 on account of his opinions on Darfur. Mr. Arjaa had openly 

criticised President Omar al Bashir of Sudan and Idriss Deby of Chad for their roles in the 

atrocities and human rights violations committed in Darfur at a press conference attended by 

the two leaders. During his detention, Mr. Arjaa was reportedly subjected to torture at NISS 

officers in Khartoum before being transferred after a few days to Kober prison, also in 

Khartoum. He was allowed one family visit after spending a month in detention. A 

subsequent request by his family to visit him was refused.  

 On 14 May 2014 the NISS stopped twenty people travelling in two cars to Garma village, 

eastern Sudan. The group was travelling to Garma to witness their relative‟s application for a 

national security number. Four witnesses are required by law  

 

Six members of the group were arrested by the NISS and taken to their offices in Wad 

Alhilew, where unknown criminal cases were filed against them. Their nationality cards were 

confiscated and they were released later on the same day. Their names are below. 

o Idris Mohamed Ali Suleiman, (m), 40 years of age. 

o Adam Saleh Humad, (m), 50 years of age. 

o Zeinab Ibrahim Osman, (m), 30 years of age. 

 

Three other members of the group remained in custody for two additional days before they 

were released on bail. Their names are below. 

o Mohamed Abdalla Idris, (m), 50 years of age, farmer. 

o Taher Abubaker Idris, (m), 55 years of age. 

o Mohamed Ali Mohamed Ibrahim, (m), 45 years of age. 

 

There are two opposing rationales behind the group‟s arrest. Governor of the region Osman 

Khalid Amara informed ACJPS that the reason behind the arrest was that the driver of the 

lorry did not stop when ordered to by the NISS, and that the groups‟ National ID cards were 

confiscated for verification purposes.  

 

Sheikh Omer Salih Omer, a sheikh and member of the Beni Amir tribe ethnic group, stated 

that the group did not refuse to cooperate with the NISS when their vehicle was stopped on 

the way to Garma village. The NISS stopped them without reason and took them to NISS 

offices, where they filed the criminal complaint against the group. The Sheikh alleged that the 

arrests were a deliberate attempt by the Governor to prevent them from obtaining their 

National ID due to suspicions that they may be of Ethiopian origin. 

 

The Ministry of Interior has issued several National ID cards to people in the area. Residents 

have expressed concern that they have not been registered in the system, and could be 

subjected to arrest if they are stopped by the police. 

 In May 2014, a reliable source reported to ACJPS the names of ten detainees from Darfur and 

South Kordofan who were arrested by the NISS and detained in the NISS section of Kober 

prison. They have not been formally charged and are thought to have been detained on 

account of their presumed affiliation with rebel movements. Two men from Darfur have been 

detained without charge for over five and eight months respectively, in breach of Sudan‟s 

own repressive national security law: 

o Mohammed Adam Joma, (m), a student at Koran Kareem University. Mr. Joma is 

originally from Darfur and was arrested on 1 December 2013. 
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o Adam Mohammed Salih, (m), a student at Nileen University School of Law. Mr. 

Salih is originally from Darfur. Mr. Salih was arrested on 20 September 2013 

from Mayo Bus station in Khartoum. 

 

Seven other detainees originally from the Nuba Mountains who are thought to have been 

detained on the basis of their presumed affiliation with the Sudanese Peoples‟ Liberation 

Movement – North (SPLM-N) are also detained in the NISS section of Kober: 

o Ammar Adam Abdallah, (m). 

o Mubarak Ishag Suliman, (m). 

o Ibrahim Isa Abdallah, (m). 

o Ibrahim Adam Musa, (m). 

o Faroug Yousif Kago, (m). 

o Juma Patrick Juma, (m). 

o Haitham Timan Dura, (m). 

 

It is not known when the seven men were arrested but some reported having been detained 

for more than six months without access to their families or lawyers. 

 On 17 May 2014 Sadiq al-Mahdi, leader of the opposition National Umma Party, was 

arrested by the NISS. He was detained in Kober prison in Khartoum and charged under 

Articles 50 (undermining the constitutional order) and 51 (waging war against the state) of 

the 1991 Sudanese Penal Code. Both carry capital sentencing. Al-Mahdi had accused the 

paramilitary Rapid Support Forces of committing atrocities in Sudan‟s conflict zones, 

including the rape and destruction of villages. Sadiq al-Mahdi was released without charge on 

15 June 2014.  

 On 15 July the NISS arrested some farmers from Um Maraj village near Almwerib, South 

Kordofan on the basis of their presumed affiliation with the SPLM-N. Their names are below. 

o Adam Alnor Adam, (m). 

o Abdelsafi Karama Hagar, (m). 

o Adam Mukhtar Mahmoud, (m). 

o Albahir Suleiman Jubara, (m).  

 

No further information is available.  

 

Torture and Ill-Treatment 

 On 2 March 2014 Adam Mohamed Yousif, (m), a student at the University of Khartoum in 

the Faculty of Science, and originally from Darfur, was arrested by the NISS in Jabra, 

Alnuozha neighbourhood of Khartoum. Mr. Yousif was arrested at his friend Ihsan Abdel 

Aziz‟s home by a number of NISS personnel. 

 

The NISS agents informed Mr. Yousif that he was being arrested in relation to his 

participation in the September 2013 demonstrations. Mr. Yousif had previously been detained 

for two months incommunicado in NISS custodies at Shande Bus station. Mr. Yousif had 

been detained alongside journalist Taj Aldeen Arjaa until the end of December 2013, when 

the NISS transferred a number of detainees, including Mr. Yousif, to the NISS section of 

Kober prison.  

 

When Mr. Yousif first entered the NISS offices after his arrest on 2 March 2014, he was 

beaten and forced to lie face down on the floor. One NISS officer placed his foot on Mr. 

Yousif‟s face. He was then brought to his feet and forced to stand against a wall, where he 
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was beaten by four NISS agents. Throughout the beating the NISS shouted “Malik Agar will 

not rule us!” 

 

The NISS accused Mr. Yousif of being a member of the Sudan Liberation Movement - Abdul 

Wahid faction and the Sudanese Revolutionary Front (SRF), and of receiving funds from 

them. They interrogated him as to whether Mr. Ihsan Abdel Aziz was a member of the 

Sudanese Peoples‟ Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N). They accused Mr. Yousif and 

Mr. Abdel Aziz of plotting to fund and organise future demonstrations. 

 

Mr. Yousif was detained in an extremely cold room. The lights to the room were left on day 

and night. Mr. Yousif continued to be beaten with batons and water pipes, intimidated 

verbally, and threatened by NISS officers. The NISS recorded Mr. Yousif‟s personal 

information, as well as demanding information on whether he had previously been arrested. 

They also stated that they would expedite his release if he told them the names of others 

working with him to plan demonstrations. 

 See also case of Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman, Moamar Musa Mohamed, and Taj 

Alsir Jaafar in the torture and ill-treatment section below.  

Deaths of Detainees in State Custodies 

 On 5 April 2014 Mustafa Barakat, (m), 40 years of age and a sergeant in the Sudanese Armed 

Forces (SAF), was arrested by the Fourth Infantry Division in Damazein, Blue Nile. Mr. 

Barakat had been a driver for the SAF and was accused of theft. He was reportedly subjected 

to torture in Fourth Infantry premises by Lieutenant Colonel Ahmed Omar Mohamed. He 

later was taken to Damazein Military Hospital, where he was pronounced dead. The medical 

report showed that he suffered a fracture to his head and a puncture to his kidney. 

 

Members of the civil administration in the area attempted to settle the matter by offering diya 

(blood money) to his family and his widow a job and military rank within the SAF. 

 At 11pm on 6 April 2014 the Nyala Hospital in South Darfur received two dead bodies and a 

third individual in a critical condition from Military Intelligence officers. The third individual 

died in the hospital shortly after. The names of the three deceased individuals are below. 

o Musa Mahmoud, (m), 55 years of age, a member of the Tama ethnic group from 

Um Gonga area. 

o Hummida Mahmoud, (m), 20 years of age, a member of the Zaghawa ethnic group 

from Um Gonga area. 

o Jamal Eldein Mohammed Abdulaziz, (m), 30 years of age, a member of the 

Zaghawa ethnic group from Um Gonga area. Mr. Abdulaziz died later at the 

Nyala hospital. 

 

The three men were arrested in early March 2014 by the RSF when the paramiliary force 

attacked Um Gonga in South Darfur. 

 

A reliable medical source reported to ACJPS that the three deaths were the result of torture 

by Military Intelligence officers. The bodies of the men showed signs of beatings and burns 

to their stomachs and genitals. They also appeared to be severely malnourished. 

 

Military Intelligence officers later came to Nyala hospital and took the bodies of the 

deceased. The whereabouts of the corpses have not been made known. 

 On 23 April 2014, SPLM-N member Lieutenant Hasan Al Shazali, (m), 55 years of age and a 

member of the Funj ethnic group, died at Al Damazein Hospital. He had been detained by the 
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SAF military intelligence at the fourth division of Al Damazein. It was reported that he was 

arrested with nine others from the Fazugli area after being transferred to Sudan by Ethiopian 

intelligence. According to the death certificate, Mr. Al Shazali died of acute anaemia after 

beginning a hunger strike. The military intelligence reported that he refused to eat, saying he 

would never eat „Al Bashir food‟. His body was received by his brother, Saeed Al Shazali, a 

SAF soldier. Reliable sources reported to ACJPS that there were signs of torture on his body 

and blood on his body wrap.  

 On 8 May 2014 Alsadig Adam Hassan died on 8 May while in Military Intelligence custody 

in Fazugli, Blue Nile state. On 3 May 2014 SAF Lieutenant Colonel Zidan Yassin Bashir, an 

Almak (community leader) in Fazugli, Blue Nile, and SAF officer Alam Aldien Alnaier, 

arrested three men following orders from Military Intelligence. Lieutenant Colonel Bashir is 

a community leader who was recently awarded his title from the SAF in exchange for 

cooperating with the Sudanese government to provide intelligence on the rebel Sudanese 

Peoples‟ Liberation Movement (SPLM-N) in Blue Nile state. The names of the three arrested 

men are below. 

o Alsadig Adam Hassan, (m), 27 years of age, a member of the El Foung ethnic 

group. Mr. Adam is believed to have died in Military Intelligence custody on 8 

May. While not affiliated with any political party, Mr. Adam was known for 

criticising the decision of local community leaders to cooperate with the Sudanese 

government. Mr. Adam was married with eight children. 

o Youssuf Jumaa Saeed, (m), a member of the El Foung ethnic group. Mr. Saeed 

was released on 8 May. 

o Abdul Alraman Abdalraman Mohamed Nasir, a member of the El Foung ethnic 

group from Fazugli in Blue Nile state. Mr. Nasir was released on 8 May. 

 

Following Mr. Adam‟s death, a high ranking SAF officer called Yahya Idriss contacted Mr. 

Adam‟s brother and informed him that Mr. Adam had died of diarrhoea and that he had 

buried his body. 

Sudanese Republican Party Banned 

 On 1 May 2014, the Political Parties Affairs Council (PPAC) announced that the  

Sudanese Republican Party‟s application to register as a political party had been rejected. The 

Republican Party, founded by Ustaz Mahmoud Mohamed Taha, opposes Islamic 

fundamentalism and promotes secularism. 

 

The PPAC rejected the application on the basis of Article 5 (1) of the Interim National 

Constitution (INC) 2005 and Articles 10 (1a) and 14 of the Political Parties Act 2007. The 

PPAC argued that the Republican Party‟s political ideology contradicted the constitutional 

provision that law in Sudan be based on Islamic sharia law and the conditions for the 

establishment of political parties in Sudan. 

 

The Republican Party had initially submitted an application to formally register the party on 8 

December 2013. Following their request, several anonymous bodies submitted a 

memorandum to the PPAC calling for the party‟s registration to be denied. Opposition parties 

have accused the PPAC of being affiliated with the NCP. 

 

On 15 April 2014 the President issued decree No.158, which forbids political parties from 

organising meetings in their own venues without prior approval and requires permission for 

public meetings 48 hours in advance. Media is ordered to “maintain strict neutrality” and 

their reports may not “affect the country‟s unity”. 
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Excessive Use of Force 

 At around 9am on 19 February 2014, a sentry guard reportedly sighted three prisoners 

attempting to escape Ardamata prison, West Darfur. The guard called out a verbal warning 

and then fired a warning shot into the air. After hearing the warning shot, inmates reportedly 

gathered together and headed towards the exercise yard, shouting out grievances concerning 

prison conditions and throwing stones at the prison officers. The sentry guard reportedly 

commanded the prisoners to go back, but they did not listen.  

 

The State Director of Prisons (SDoP), whose office is nearby, approached the prison on 

hearing the gun-shots. On entering the prison compound he and his bodyguard were also 

pelted with stones by the inmates. Police and military support was called into the prison and 

shortly thereafter live rounds of ammunition were fired at the prisoners. Five inmates 

sustained gunshot wounds, and one died later the same day from his injuries: 

o Sifaldeen Omar, (m), 29 years old, died from gunshot wounds, from Mournei. 

o Muhammad Abdallah Suleiman, (m), 32 years old, wounded, from Furbaranga. 

o Jibril Ahmed Abdulkareem, (m), 28 years, seriously wounded , Elgeneina. 

o Abdallah Haroun Abdu, (m), 27 years old, wounded, from Habila. 

o Hamid Khalil Koukab, (m), 40 years old, wounded, from El-Geneina. 

 

The injured persons were transferred to a military hospital nearby to Ardamata Prison for 

treatment. A prison officer, Essam Ahmed Alhassan, (m), 36 years old, was also taken to 

hospital, having been beaten by inmates. 

 

Inmates at Ardamata Prison had reportedly made a number of unanswered complaints to the 

State Director of Prisons (SDoP) over recent weeks concerning conditions at the detention 

facility.  Inmates had complained of overcrowding, delays in meal times, ill-treatment and 

beatings by prison officers. Prisoners have also raised serious complaints about health 

conditions in the facility and a general lack of appropriate medical care and facilities. 

Specific complaints were made about the lack of response by the prison authorities to an 

outbreak of scabies two weeks ago. Immediately following the disturbance on 19 February, a 

medical officer was sent to the prison and diagnosed 35 inmates with an infectious skin 

condition. Ardamata prison is severely overcrowded and currently holds 270 inmates in five 

rooms, each measuring 4×8 meters. The prison is currently served by one medical assistant 

who reportedly does not have access to appropriate medical equipment or medication. The 

SDoP reportedly made a request to the Ministry of Health in 2013 for funds to purchase 

medication and appoint a medical officer for the facility but was informed that the request fell 

outside of the mandate of the Ministry. 

 On 17 February 2014 four internally displaced persons (IDPs) were killed and sixteen 

injured, including eight children, by Sudanese authorities during a peaceful demonstration in 

Zalengei, Central Darfur.  

 

On 15 February 2014 the Darfur Regional Authority (DRA) in Zalengei, Central Darfur 

conducted a three day workshop on social peace for local administrators and civil society. 

The workshop was held in the Faculty of Languages Hall at Zalengei University, and 

attended by Mohamed Chambas, head of the joint peacekeeping mission, UNAMID, the 

Central Darfur Governor Yousif Tibin, and the head of the former rebel group, the Liberation 

and Justice Movement (LJM), El Tijani Sisse. El Tijani Sisse is also the chairperson of the 

DRA. 
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The workshop was boycotted by many of the IDPs in Hamadiya IDP camp in Zalengei, who 

were invited to participate. They reportedly boycotted the workshop on the basis that the 

security situation continued to deteriorate in Zalengei and throughout Darfur. The IDPs 

drafted a memorandum condemning the workshop, stating that social peace could not be 

addressed while atrocities continued to take place. 

 

At the conclusion of the workshop on 17 February, IDPs from Hamadiya camp marched in a 

peaceful procession from the camp to Zalengei town to submit the memorandum to the DRA. 

As they were marching to the hall where the workshop was being held, members of the 

National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) and police ordered the IDPs to turn back. 

 

An eyewitness reported that a police officer received an order from the NISS and shot live 

ammunition into the crowd of IDPs. Two IDPs died instantly of gun-shot wounds. Eighteen 

were injured by gunshot wounds and barbed wire while fleeing the scene, including eight 

children. Two of the injured IDPs died from their gun-shot injuries the following day. The 

names of the IDPs killed are below. 

o Muhammad Ali Yagoub, (m.), 31 years of age, farmer. Mr. Yagoub is a member 

of the Fur ethnic group. 

o Muhammad Ibrahim Karkab, (m.), 37 years of age, trader. Mr. Karkab is a 

member of the Fur ethnic group. 

o Halima Abakar Ali, (f.), 68 years of age, farmer. Ms. Ali was seriously injured 

and died from her injuries on 18 February 2014. 

o Noura Bakhit Ibrahim, (f.), 38 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic 

group.  Injuries sustained from gunshot wounds. Ms. Ibrahim died of her injuries 

on 18 February. 

 

The names of the injured IDPs are below. 

o Madiha Hussein Ibrahim, (f.), 8 years of age. Injuries sustained from barbed wire. 

o Manei Yagoub Adam, (m.), 4 years of age. Injuries sustained from barbed wire. 

o Dar Alnaeim Salih Aham, (f.), 14 years of age, member of the Fur tribe. Injuries 

sustained from gunshot wounds. 

o Jawheer Suleiman Idriss, (f.), 14 years of age, student, member of the Fur tribe. 

Injuries sustained from barbed wire. 

o Halima Muhammad Ali, (f.), 16 years of age, member of the Fur tribe. Injuries 

sustained from gunshot wounds. 

o Enam Ismaeil Abdulrahman, (f.), 9 years of age. Injuries sustained from gunshot 

wounds. 

o Idriss Hassan Ismaeil, (m.), 9 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

Injuries sustained from gunshot wounds. 

o Shadia Adam Ismaeil, (f.), 16 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

o Adam Hamid Idriss Ali, (m.), 18 years of age, injuries sustained from gunshot 

wounds. 

o Rumana Yagoub Dawod, (f.), 20 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

Injuries sustained from barbed wire. 

o Yagoub Adam Yahya, (m.), 22 years of age, trader. Mr. Yahya is a member of the 

Fur ethnic group. 

o Samia Sidig Haroun Adam, (f.), 22 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

Injuries sustained from barbed wire. 

o Fiten Muhammad Othman, (f.), 22 years of age. Injuries sustained from gunshot 

wounds. 
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o Kaltoum Muhammad Jouma Karkab, (f.), 30 years of age, member of the Maasalit 

ethnic group. Injuries sustained from barbed wire. 

o Haja Dawod Mahmoud, (f.), 33 years of age, teacher. Injuries sustained from 

barbed wire. 

o Halima Abdallah Muhammad, (f.), 31 years of age. Injuries sustained from 

gunshot wounds. 

 

 On 11 March 2014, Ali Abakar Musa, (m), a student from the economics faculty at the 

University of Khartoum, died from gunshot wounds he sustained when Sudanese security 

services opened live fire during a demonstration at the University. The demonstration took 

place immediately after the conclusion of a public forum organised by the Darfur Students‟ 

Association at the University that day concerning escalating violence in South Darfur. 

Students marched to the main University gate where they were met by joint forces of the 

police, NISS and student militias. The joint forces fired tear gas, rubber bullets, and live 

ammunition on the students. A medical report obtained by ACJPS stated that he had been 

shot by live ammunition in the chest. The police subsequently issued a statement denying 

responsibility for the death. Seven other students were seriously injured after being beaten 

with batons and shot at with rubber bullets. 

 

The incidents happened immediately after the conclusion of a public forum organised by the 

Darfur Students‟ Association at the University of Khartoum that day. The public forum 

concerned the escalating violence in South Darfur since late February and increased 

insecurity in Darfur‟s cities, and recommended that the Government of Sudan (GoS) protect 

Darfur‟s civilians and disarm all militia groups operational in Darfur. 

 

The demonstrations also led to a series of arbitrary arrests and incommunicado detentions of 

well-known human rights defenders and activists. Abdelaziz Eltoum Ibrahim, a lawyer with 

the Darfur Bar Association, went missing on 12 March 2014 during the dispersal of Ali 

Abaker Musa‟s funeral. His family were contacted on 17 March 2014 by the NISS, who 

confirmed he was in detention. The following day, a series of raids across Khartoum resulted 

in further detentions, including that of Abdelmoniem Adam Mohamed, a lawyer who had 

been visiting police stations to search for any student arrested during the protest. He was 

arrested at his office in downtown Khartoum on 13 March 2014. On 20 March 2014, 

Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman, a recent graduate of the University of Khartoum 

who spoke at the funeral of Ali Abaker Mussa Idris, was detained at Khartoum Airport while 

attempting to fly to Tunisia to attend a workshop. They were all freed on 8 April 2014.  

 

Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman was re-arrested on 12 May 2014 with two youth 

group members, Taj Elsir Jaafar and Moammer Musa Mohammed by NISS officials near the 

University of Khartoum. The three were known for their participation in the campaigns 

protesting the killing of Ali Abaker Musa Idris on 11 May 2014. Moamar Musa Mohamed 

was taken to Kober prison, while Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman and Taj Alsir 

Jaafar were held in the NISS detention facility in Bahri, Khartoum. During their detention, 

both Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman and Taj Alsir Jaafar reported being subjected 

to ill-treatment. They reported being held in cells known as „the fridges,‟ kept deliberately 

cold to make detainees feel uncomfortable. Both were also reportedly beaten, resulting in 

bruises on their bodies and faces. In late June 2014, Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman 

and Taj Alsir Jaafar began a hunger strike, which, according to their parents, lasted three days 

before they were taken to a nearby hospital. At no point during their detention were 

Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman, Moamar Musa Mohamed or Taj Alsir Jaafar 
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charged or granted access to a lawyer. The NISS rejected four applications by the families of 

Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman and Taj Alsir Jaafar to visit them in detention, only 

allowing family members to briefly visit them on 13 June 2014.  

 

The NISS twice refused to accept medication that Taj Alsir Jaafar‟s family tried to send him 

via the NISS. Moamar Musa Mohamed‟s family did not manage to visit him while he was in 

detention. Prior to the family visit, Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman‟s father, Salah 

Abdurrahman, was arrested and briefly detained by the NISS alongside three other 

demonstrators on 9 June 2014, from a peaceful demonstration organised by a group calling 

itself the Sudanese Solidarity Committee with the Detainees, in Area 2 of Khartoum. The 

demonstrators called for the release of all political detainees in Sudan.  

 

During the week of 7 July 2014, the NISS informed the families of all three men they would 

be detained without charge for further investigations for another three months, in line with 

the 2010 NSA. However, four days later, on 11 July 2014, the NISS released Moamar Musa 

Mohamed from Kober prison before also releasing Mohamed Salah Mohamed Abdelrahman 

and Taj Alsir Jaafar that evening after making both sign a pledge stating they would not 

participate in or call for further demonstrations. 

Sexual Violence 

 On 12 April 2014 four IDP women from Al Salaam IDP camp in Nyala, South Darfur, were 

abducted by members of the Rapid Support Forces whilst collecting firewood.. The women, 

who are members of the Masalit ethnic group displaced in 2006 from the Nafak area, were 

abducted  by around 50 members of the RSF wearing Sudanese military uniform in aa 

military truck loaded with heavy weapons. 

 

The women were taken to a military camp east of the Umgona area, a base of the RSF where 

they were interrogated by the head of the militia about their names, ethnic affiliation, and 

addresses. After the interrogation, they were told that “now you are women of the RSF”. 

They were reportedly distributed amongst the RSF soldiers and gang raped. One of the 

women fainted from the severity of the rape. They were raped by multiple RSF members 

during the night and the following day. They were later released into the custody of six men 

from the SAF, who blindfolded them and released them three miles away from Al Salaam 

IDP camp. They were threatened with death if they spoke about what happened or if they 

were found again in the area. The women have not been able to file a case out of fear of 

reprisals. 

Public Order Cases 

 On 27 April 2014 Salah Mansour and Abdulkadir Ahmed, members of the student wing of 

the Arab Ba‟ath Party, were arrested in Khartoum by the NISS while participating in a rally 

organised by the party. Both were holding signs with written slogans calling for the end of 

the wars in the country and the fall of the regime. They were released on bail after being 

charged under article 66 (publication of false news) of the 1991 Sudanese Penal Code. 

 

On 30 April the two men were convicted and sentenced by the Public Order Court to 40 

lashes and a fine of 100 Sudanese pounds, equivalent to roughly $18. They were convicted 

without legal representation in a summary trial that lasted only a few minutes. The 

punishment was carried out immediately. 

 On an unknown date in April 2014, Ibtisam Mohamed Ahmed, (f), 24 years of age, a member 

of the Nuba ethnic group and a tea seller resident in Alingaz neighbourhood of White Nile, 
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was convicted under article 146 (adultery) of the 1991 Sudanese Penal Code and sentenced to 

100 lashes. She was sentenced without legal representation. The sentence was carried out 

immediately. The case file is no. 278/2014. 

 

Ms. Ahmed, who is unmarried, stated that she had sex with Mohamed Wad Alfaki, (m), after 

he agreed to marry her. Ms. Ahmed became pregnant and gave birth to a child. When she 

went to the hospital for treatment, she was arrested by police. She is unsure if her doctor or 

someone else reported her case to the police. When police questioned Mr. Alfaki, he denied 

having sex with her. 

 On an unknown date in April 2014 Marwa Zaki Eldin Ali, (f), 19 years of age, was convicted 

under article 154 (practising prostitution) of the 1991 Sudanese Penal Code and sentenced to 

40 lashes. The sentence was carried out immediately. The case file is no. 157/2014. Ms. Ali 

was arrested at her friend‟s home alongside her fiancé. The couple testified that they were 

visiting their friend in the Kadugli neighbourhood of Kosti city when the Public Order Police 

raided the home. 

 On 8 May 2014, Al Gadarif Criminal Court dropped charges against a woman accused of 

apostasy after she recanted her Christian faith and converted to Islam to avoid the death 

penalty. A criminal complaint had been lodged against her by a police officer at the National 

Identity office in Al Gadarif town after she applied for a national identity card. On 

application, she was asked to declare her own faith and that of her father. The criminal 

complaint was filed when she declared that she was a Christian, married with eight children 

to a Christian man, and that her father was a Muslim. 

 On 11 May 2014, the Al-Haj Yousef Criminal Court in Khartoum convicted Meriam Yahia 

Ibrahim, a 27 year old woman, who was born to a Muslim father and Christian mother and 

considered herself Christian, on charges of article 146 (adultery) and 126 (apostasy). She was 

eight months pregnant at the time. The courts held, as submitted by the prosecutor, that her 

father was Muslim and she was therefore equally Muslim. As a Muslim she was prohibited 

under Sudanese law from marrying a Christian, her marriage was void, and she was found 

guilty of adultery. She was also prohibited under Shari'a law as enshrined in article 126 of the 

1991 Criminal Act from changing her religion.  On 15 May 2014 the Court sentenced her to 

the death penalty and one hundred lashes after she refused to denounce her Christian faith. 

She had been detained at Omdurman Women's Prison since 24 February 2014, together with 

her toddler son, and was shackled following her conviction on 15 May 2014. She was forced 

to give birth to a baby girl on 27 May 2014 while in shackles. On 23 June 2014, following 

widespread international pressure, the Court of Appeal overturned the charges against 

Meriam Yahia Ibrahim on grounds of insufficient evidence and she was released the same 

day. She was however immediately re-arrested  on 24 June at Khartoum Airport after she 

attempted to leave Sudan with her family on allegations that her travel documents were 

falsified. She was released on bail two days later on 26 June and left the country in July 2014.  

Emergency Laws  

 At 10am on 3 January 2014, Alhadi Khalifa Sideeg, (m), 21 years of age and resident in Kilo 

Joda, White Nile state and a shop owner, was arrested by customs police. His car was stopped 

and searched whilst he was driving onthe main road in the Altabon area. Mr. Sideeg was 

reportedly driving to the police station to renew his driving license. 

 

Customs police stopped Mr. Sideeg and ordered that he and his brothers, who were also in the 

car, get out. The car was searched and the police found a 10kg bag of sugar, one pound of 

cooking oil, 4kg of Tahnea sweets and onions which he had purchased in Altabon market. 
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The police took Mr. Sideeg in his car to the Rabak customs office where he was charged with 

smuggling goods. Mr. Sideeg was detained for four days in the Joda area and then transferred 

to Rabak, where he was detained for another seven days till he was released on bail. His 

brothers were not charged. 

Insecurity and Attacks on Civilians in Darfur 

 At 8pm on 8 May 2014, two members of the Fur ethnic group, Abdel Razek Hamid Zakaria, 

(m), 25 years of age, and Mohamed Yagoub Abdul Hamid, (m), 27 years of age, were seated 

in front of their home in Hay Al Salaam, Nyala when the Rapid Support Forces passed them 

in two pickup trucks in police uniform. The RSF shot both men. They were taken to Nyala 

Hospital, where Abdel Razek Hamed Zakaria died from his injuries later that day. 

 On 12 May 2014 a group of officers from the SAF travelling in two land cruisers belonging 

to the SAF opened fire on three civilians, including two women and a ten year old child, in 

Deribat, eastern Jebel Mara locality in South Darfur while they were on their way to a local 

water source. Their names are below. 

o Mohammed Hussein Mubarak, (m), 10 years of age. 

o Husnah Salah Abdulaziz, (f), 35 years of age. 

o Aziza Abdalla Mohammed, (f), 28 years of age. 

 

 At 1pm on 14 May 2014 around thirty-five members of the PDF attacked Bulbul Dalal 

market in Al Salam locality of South Darfur state. The militia was led by Abdallah Younis 

Abdallah and was armed with Kalashnikovs and hand grenades. Four civilians, including one 

child, were killed during the attack and a thirteen year old girl was raped by a member of the 

PDF. The girl lost consciousness during the attack and has since not been able to access 

medical services. The market was also looted and livestock was stolen. The names of the four 

civilians, including one child, killed in the attack on 14 May are below. 

o Dawood Abdallah Idriss, (m), 60 years of age, farmer, member of the Fur ethnic 

group. 

o Mohamed Dawood Idriss, (m), 12 years of age, student, member of the Fur ethnic 

group. 

o Adam Eisa El-sheikh, (m), 40 years of age, farmer, member of the Fur ethnic 

group. 

o Mohamed Sidig Ahmed, (m), 25 years of age, farmer, member the Fur ethnic 

group. 

 

A reliable source confirmed to ACJPS that there was no rebel presence in Bulbul Dalal. 

 

 At 11.30am on 15 May 2014 the Sudanese Air Force conducted an aerial bombardment 

campaign in Golo town, eastern Jebel Marra. Golo is part of Zalengei locality of West Darfur. 

The bombardment resulted in the deaths of three children. Their names are below. 

o Abdumula Yousif Abdumula, (m), 7 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic 

group. 

o Kubra Ishag Abdumnam, (f), 4 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

o Khalil Sadiq Hussein, (m), 9 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

 

The children were buried the same day at 2.30pm in Golo. 

 

Two other individuals, including one child, were injured in the bombing. Their names are 

below. 

o Fatima Alnour Ibrahim, (f), 6 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 
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o Yahyia Abduljalil Yahyia, (m), 24 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

 

 At 3pm on 15 May 2014 the Sudanese Air Force conducted an aerial bombardment campaign 

in Fanga village, eastern Jebel Marra, South Darfur. The bombardment resulted in the deaths 

of four civilians. 

o Hanan Musa Bahar, (f), 27 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

o Jumaa Ishag Mohamed (m), 30 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

o Anwar Bakhiet Adam, (m), 81 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

o Abdelbasit Suleiman Abdelrahman, (m), 30 years of age, member of the Fur 

ethnic group. 

 

The deceased were buried at 9pm on 15 May. 

 

Two other individuals were injured in the bombing. Their names are below. 

o Musa Atta Almanan, (m), 25 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

o Younis Mohamed Yusuf, (m), 30 years of age, member of the Fur ethnic group. 

 

Fanga does not have the facilities to treat the injured men and both were unable to access 

appropriate medical care. 

 

A reliable source confirmed to ACJPS that there is not a rebel presence in Golo town or 

Fanga village. 

 On 20 May 2014 around twenty men armed with Kalashnikovs, some wearing SAF uniform, 

entered Kalma IDP camp. Kalma IDP camp is located outside Nyala, with a Government 

checkpoint on its perimeter. The joint African Union and United Nations peacekeeping 

mission, UNAMID, has a base inside the camp and conducts regular patrols. 

 

When stopped by a group of IDPs, the armed men stated that they were looking for their 

sheep. When the IDPs disputed this, the men began shooting. One IDP, Abdulkareem 

Abdulshafei Karjawa, (m), 35 years of age, resident of Centre 4 of the camp, was shot in the 

chest. He was taken to Nyala Hospital where he died from his injuries. The following day he 

was buried in the cemetery at Kalma camp. IDPs later gathered in a procession from the 

centre of the camp to the UNAMID base inside Kalma and demanded better security within 

the camp. 

 On 27 May 2014 the RSF attacked the Hay Almatar neighbourhood in Nyala, looting 

residential properties and shops. After they blocked the main road to the neighbourhood, they 

looted UNICEF cars. The police and SAF were deployed to the scene. After a brief skirmish, 

the RSF retreated.  

 

 
 


