
                                                                
 

 
Human Rights Council - 30th session 

Item 10: Interactive Dialogue with the Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in 
the Sudan 

Oral statement 

Mr. President, Mr. Independent Expert, 

FIDH and its member organizations, the African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies (ACJPS) and 
the Sudan Human Rights Monitor (SHRM), are seriously concerned about the gravely deteriorating 
human rights situation in Sudan. 
The National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) continues to use its broad powers to silence 
dissent, including by detaining perceived opponents for up to four and a half months without 
judicial review, holding them incommunicado and without charge for prolonged periods, and 
subjecting them to torture and other forms of ill-treatment. Security forces arbitrarily detained 
dozens of opposition activists, students and human rights defenders throughout the year including in 
connection with elections that took place in April 2015. Media and civil society organizations 
continue to be silenced through censorship, intimidation and forced closure. 
In Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile, government forces including the Rapid Support Forces 
under NISS command, have burned and looted villages, and raped, beaten, arbitrarily detained and 
unlawfully killed an unknown number of civilians. Civilians have been subjected to direct and 
indiscriminate aerial bombardment. 
The NISS and other government forces commit these crimes with impunity under the repressive 
2010 National Security Act (NSA) and other laws that grant immunity to officials. As a recent 
OHCHR report found, Sudan should cease direct and indiscriminate aerial attacks on civilians, 
revoke laws granting immunities, and immediately put in place mechanisms to ensure respect for 
and compliance with international human rights law and humanitarian law.  
Mr. President, 

We urge the Council to respond appropriately to this grave situation and strengthen the special 
procedure on Sudan by extending it as a Special Rapporteur under item 4 with a mandate to monitor 
and report on violations of international human rights and humanitarian law throughout Sudan. The 
Council should also establish an independent investigation into human rights violations in conflict 
areas, including international crimes and allegations of mass rape in Tabit, and investigate the 
excessive and deadly use of force against protestors in 2013, to identify those responsible and 
provide recommendations for accountability. 

Thank you. 


