
 
 

27th June 2016 – For Immediate Release 
 

UK-Sudan Relations – Consequences of Engagement 
 
The UK All-Party Parliamentary Group on Sudan and South Sudan invites written 
submissions and will conduct oral hearings into the future of UK-Sudan relations.  
The inquiry will look at the changes we have seen in the levels of UK engagement 
with the Government of Sudan, the drivers of these changes and their likely 
ramifications. 
 
In recent months, the UK Government has shown indications of a change in approach 
towards the Government of Sudan.  Between 20 and 22 March of this year, FCO Africa 
Director Neil Wigan travelled to Sudan to meet with Sudanese Ministers and officials 
to initiate the UK-Sudan Strategic Dialogue, with a further round of talks expected 
before the end of the year1.  Both Wigan and the British Ambassador to Sudan Michael 
Aron expressed their desire for talks to continue on issues including extremism, ending 
conflict, human rights, migration and people trafficking. 

At a European level, on 23 November last year the UK took over the chairmanship of 
the EU-Horn of Africa Migration Route Initiative, also known as the Khartoum Process, 
a programme aimed at working with the Sudanese Government to control irregular 
migration from the Horn of Africa.  Most recently, this Process was supported by a €40 
million Better Migration Management fund announced in Khartoum on 5 April 20162.  
Although Britain’s vote to leave the EU has placed this position in doubt, the 
Government has confirmed that it will retain the chairmanship for its full term3. 

The UK as part of the Troika (UK/US/Norway) is urging all parties to join a National 
Dialogue process4. The Troika has been supportive of the Road Map Agreement signed 

                                                 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/completion-of-uk-sudan-strategic-dialogue-20-21-march  
2 http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article58546  
3 https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2016-07-06/debates/16070651000276/Sudan#contribution-
16070651000003  
4 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-encouraging-sudanese-parties-to-agree-on-
the-auhip-roadmap  
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by the Government of Sudan and President Mbeki and is putting pressure on the 
opposition to sign it to pave the way for resumption of the peace process.  

Concurrently, the UK and EU still support the International Criminal Court which has 
indicted President Bashir for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.  The 
UK as part of the Troika remains critical of human rights abuses in Sudan, on 27 May 
commenting on violence in South Kordofan and the ‘de-facto expulsion’ of Ivo 
Freijsen, the Head of OCHA in Sudan5.   

Taking these developments as its starting point, this parliamentary inquiry will take 
the opportunity to give a balanced assessment of the current relationship between 
the Governments of the UK and Sudan, and evaluate the likely benefits and drawbacks 
of engagement on key topic areas. 

Our goal 
Our goal is to produce an independent, balanced and forward-looking review of oral 
and written evidence to inform the appropriate form of UK-Sudan relations. 

The inquiry will hear from Government officials, academics, civil society members and 
NGOs from both countries to produce a diverse evidence base on which to make 
recommendations in a number of areas.  These recommendations will represent the 
views of the Committee only.  

The Parliamentary hearings will be overseen by a Committee made up of three 
parliamentarians with relevant experience as well as a subject matter expert.  
 
Call for Submissions 
The Group invites short written submissions, including case studies, from interested 
organisations and individuals with relevant experience and expertise.   
 
The Group is principally interested in receiving submissions which address the 
following questions on the topic areas below: 
 

 What is the impact of current UK Government involvement in this area? 

 What should engagement between the two Governments look like in this 
area? 

 What are the likely consequences of greater engagement between the 
Government of Sudan and the UK Government on this area? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
5 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/troika-statement-on-current-situation-in-sudan  
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The areas of particular interest are as follows6: 
 
Conflict areas: Peace processes in Darfur, UNAMID, the Two Areas, Abyei, and Eastern 
Sudan. Unresolved issues from the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, AUHIP 
Roadmap Agreement. 

 
Migration and the Khartoum Process: National and regional context, including 
Eritrea. Transparency, oversight, monitoring, effectiveness of approach. 

 
Extremism – Sudan as a potential partner in the region for tackling terrorism and 
extremism.  
 
Humanitarian issues and Human Rights – UK Government priorities7, service delivery, 
new program development, coordination. 
 
Alongside the receipt of written evidence, the Committee will select a small number 
of witnesses to present oral evidence in Westminster. The oral hearings will take place 
in September and October 2016 and will be open to the public (closed hearings may 
be undertaken at the request of witnesses). The final report should be completed in 
the first months of 2017. 
 
Written evidence may be posted on a dedicated APPG website or quoted within the 
report document following hearings. If this is not acceptable to the organisation or 
person submitting the written evidence this should be clearly stated and the right to 
anonymous submission will be respected. 
 
Written evidence should: 

 Be submitted by 1700 (GMT) on Wednesday 31 August 2016. It will not be 
possible to accept late submissions. 

 If possible, be provided electronically in MS Word or Rich Text format either 
by e-mail to will.archer@parliament.uk or on a hard disk by post. If submitted 
by e-mail attachment, the covering letter should be sent in the body of the e-
mail to verify the security of the accompanying attachment.  

 Be no longer than 2,000 words and begin with a short abstract of no more than 
250 words summarising the submission. 

 Use numbered paragraphs. 

 Contain your full postal address and contact details and include a brief 
biography of the persons or organisations submitting written evidence (stating 
their area of expertise, relevant qualifications, etc.)  

 

                                                 
6 These areas were chosen as topics highlighted by FCO Africa Director Neil Wigan in his comments 
following his visit to Sudan in March of this year.  See footnote 1. 
7 Human Rights priorities outlined in Universal Periodic Review submission on 4 May - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/uk-statement-on-sudan-at-the-25th-session-
of-the-universal-periodic-review-geneva-2-13-may-2016  
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Supplementary material (leaflets, articles from periodicals, etc.) may also be sent and 
will be welcomed, but the submission itself must be self-contained and must 
summarise the key points of the supplementary material.  

 

Any enquiries or postal submissions should be directed to Will Archer, Co-ordinator, 
APPG Sudan and South Sudan, C/O Jeff Smith MP, House of Commons, Westminster 
SW1A 0AA, UK or will.archer@parliament.uk.   
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