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Victims of 
September 
2013 Protest in 
Sudan and
Absence of 
Justice:
 
In September 2013, wide spread protests broke 
out in Sudan after the government announced 
austerity measures which included the removal 
of government subsidies for petroleum products. 
The protests took place in the following cities: 
Khartoum, Wad Madani and Kosti (Central 
Sudan); and Kassala and Port Sudan (Eastern 
Sudan). The protests were very violent as 
one hundred eight five civilians died and 
approximately eight hundred political activists, 
civilians and students were arrested. Among the 
arrested people were fourteen female activists 
and human rights supporters who remained in 
custody for almost forty-five days under poor 
health conditions.  These protests were preceded 
by demonstrations carried out by high school 
students from Nyala city in South Darfur State, 
where twelve people died among them children 
and students. The killings of the twelve people 
were never investigated and the perpetrators 
were never punished. 

Medical reports viewed by ACJPS monitors 
indicate that victims were shot in the chest and 
head by live bullets which indicates the use of 
snipers. Those who were wounded were unable 

to seek medical treatment at government 
hospitals out of fear of being detained. 
Additionally, protesters were prosecuted by the 
judiciary after the incident. For example, on 1st 
March 2016, the Port Sudan City Criminal Court 
headed by Judge Malik Tindil convicted seven 
students that participated in the protest of article 
69 (disturbance of public peace) and 77 (public 
nuisance)and ordered them to pay a fine of 
600 Sudanese Pounds (SDG) or serve a month 
imprisonment. 

The government’s response to the protests was 
condemned by the Sudanese public and the 
international community. In Sudan, the Reform 
Now Movement (Alishlah Allan) led by Dr. Gazi 
Salah Adin Alatabani, released a statement 
condemning the austerity measures and the 
violent treatment by the Sudanese government 
meted out to the protesting citizens. A group 
consisting fifteen Islamic PhD researchers also 
issued a statement condemning the killings. 

Various people in Sudan have attempted to 
commemorate the September 2013 protest 
killings but their efforts were thwarted by 
security personnel. Rashid Abbas, an owner 
of a printing establishment in Khartoum was 
detained by NISS and charged with both 
(63-66) of SPC1991 or printing stickers that 
commemorated the September 2013 protest 
killings. Rashid was released on19th March  
2016.



3

The Government of Sudan (G.o.S) has failed 
to hold the perpetrators of the September 
2013protest killings to account. In 1st Feb 2015 
Mohamed Bushara Dossa, the former Minister of 
Justice released a statement declaring that a  no 
committee charged with investigating the killings 
was being formed. A few days later, Essamaldeen 
Abdulatif  the Attorney General revealed that no 
such committee was being formed. Later on, the 
Ministry of Justice announced that the number 
of people that were killed was eighty-six and not 
one-hundred-eighty-five people as reported. 
The Ministry added that most of the eighty-six 
people that were killed were security personnel 
and not civilians. 

Subsequently, on 11th April 2016, the Ministry 
of Justice announced that an investigating 
committee would carry out a probing exercise 
into four cases of the September 2013 protest 
killings. However, the committee consisted of five 
government members: three Justice Ministers, 
one member from the Ministry of Interior and 
one member from the National Intelligence and 
Security Service (NISS). The composition of the 
committee calls into question its independence 
since most of the accused perpetrators were 
government sanctioned security personnel.  

Political 
Development:
 
Darfur Administrative Referendum  
In the year 1916 the Sultanate of Darfur-Darfur 
Region- has been attached after the defeat of 
its last Sultan; Ali Dinar in the Sailay battle, since 
then the region become part of the Sudanese 
State.

In the year 1989 after the military coup led by 
president Omer Albashir and the Sudanese 
Islamic movement organization earnest 
measures has been made by the Islamic 
movement to change the demographic of 
the region by calling for supporting groupsof 
the Islamic movement from Chad and other 
neighboring countries in order to change the 
electoral map which is pro-Umma Party and 
Unionist Democratic Party.

Darfur remained as integrated region until 1994 
wherein the region divided into three states: 
North Darfur, South Darfur andEast Darfur. This 
step has been taken after 1991 event, whereas 
the Sudanese People Liberation Movement 
(SPLM) led by late Dr. John Garang tried to gain 
foothold in West Sudan through Mara Mountain. 
This military expedition led by Abdelaziz Alhello, 
current military commander and Vice President 
of Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North 
Chapter (SPLM-N). The government repulsed the 
offensive by mobilizing Alfursan militias, originally 
from Bani Halba ethnic group in South Darfur.
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Another partition had been carried out in 2012 
dividing the region into five states; North Darfur, 
South Darfur, West Darfur, Center Darfur and 
East Darfur. At a lower administrative level 
64 administration have been established. 
It’s worth mentioning that this latest division 
carried out at time the Sudanese government 
announced a package of ascetical measures 
on 23rd September 2013, therefore the aim of 
this partition couldn’t be “to stabilize pillars of 
decentralizedgovernance”.

Darfur states budgets continues to experience 
finance deficit. As Dr. Abdelgadir Dossa wrote 
an article published on 8th April 2016 quoting 
a former governor of one of Darfur states that 
he couldn’t manage to obtain throughout a 
year 20% of the budget that allocated to his 
state by ministry of finance”. Thus the answer 
to the aim of the division could be; to tighten 
gripon the region politically and militarily, and 
to include it in the constitution so as to ensure 
no escalation of demands for aunified region or 
self-determination which have been surfaced 
on a declaration of president of Sudan Liberation 
Movement (SLM) Minni Minnawi, especially after 
the outbreak of armed strife in 2003. And certain 
ethnic groups like Zagawa, Fur and Masaleet 
are still classified as a base for this resistance. 
Administrative division of Darfur carried out on 
basis of ethnical allotment in order to ensure 
support of different ethnical groups for the 
central government, according to activist and 
jurist Mr. Mohamed Badawi.

The central government and SLM-Minnawi 
chapter signed Abuja peace agreement in 2006, 
and the administration division was included 
in clauses of the agreement, therefore it was 
supposed to be held in 2010 wherein the 
agreement failed and the issue remains as it is.

The issue renewed in 2011 during Doha Peace 
Agreement, between the Sudanese government 
and Liberation and Justice Movement (LJM), 
led by Dr. Altijani Sissi, on condition that a 
referendum to held to decide on the region 
status, whether it remains as states or remerges 
these states in single region, provided that 
the outcome of this referendum included in 
the Sudanese Constitution.Doha agreement 
failed to implement most of its clauses and it 
didn’t succeed in putting an end to the war and 
repairing the damage as well, due to weakness 
of its both signatories’ will, as already the 
American State Department expressed in an 
announcement on March 2014.

The government earlier on 2nd March 2011 
announced its intention to go ahead in the 
referendum plan within a span of 3 months* , 
under the pretense that it’s most likely heading 
towards  execution of Doha Peace Agreement, 
however the issue persist until the year 2016 
whereas 11th  April 2016 was pinpointed the 
target date for carrying out the referendum 
within three days.
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The Sudanese government desire to carry out 
the referendum and its insistence on executing 
that clause-while that agreement outcome 
didn’t reflect real peace on the ground- stems 
from a political stance, which its determination 
not to negotiate with the Darfur resistingarmed 
movements de novo and continued  prompting 
“whoever desires peace must joinDoha 
agreement” and the second reason is to prevent 
demands of the armed movements which 
continues to call for a united region as well 
as other branched and land-related issues. 
However the third point is the government desire 
to control resources of the region (oil, gold and 
other mineral). This requires keeping the region 
divided and under its control. Lastly the fear of 
escalation of the issue to the point of self-
determination demand, thus repeating South 
Sudan separation scenario. 

People unfavorable of the referendum thinks 
that the matter looks like “Putting the cart in 
front of the horse”, because situation in the 
region is deteriorating rapidly, however during 
first three months of 2016 about 122.000 
civilians displaced as a result of air strikes and 
offensives carried out by government forces and 
its allied militias besides building ups of the crisis 
as more than 2.5 million people displaced and 
about 200.000 civilians killed during 2003-2004  
and the number of displaced residents risen to 3 
million recently.

The electoral commission announced registration 
of 3.530.000 voters to cast their votes in the 
referendum which is scheduled on 11th April 
2016, however it has been criticized by both 
local and international communities, as the 
American Department of State announcedthat; 
if the referendum on Darfur status been held in 
accordance to the current rules and conditions, 
it wouldn’t come out with a true expression 
of Darfur people’s will, moreover it would 
undermine the current peace process. 

Sudanese organization Democracy First 
considered the referendum a step to tighten 
control over the region by dismantling camps and 
undermining civilian protection mission as well 
as getting rid of accountability and international 
surveillance. 

Darfur referendum national commission 
announced on 24th April 2016 that the option of 
states overbalanced. All signs indicates neither 
time nor environment is adequate to execute 
the referendum in the region due to absence 
of peace and lack of stability, while military 
operations and displacement in the region 
unceasing.

Lastly Darfur referendum remains a step to 
hinder resolving of the crisis which occurred in 
2003 and persist, because the government isn’t 
serious about solving it and it is imposing the 
military solution whereas Sudanese president 
Omer Albashir declared the region free of 
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armed movements* after the military crusade 
in the region during the first three months of 
2016, in fact it is a pursuit after civilians who 
share the same ethnicity with leaders of armed 
movements, thus it could be termed “collective 
punishment” in addition to government 
persisting effort to seclude resolving of the crisis 
from the entire governance crisis in Sudan.

On 6th April 2016 chief of Bani Halba tribe 
Mr. Alhadi Attom Dabka visited Aljinaina city 
accompanied by about 300 individuals armed 
with automatic machine guns, Kalashnikov 
and GM3, aboard 30 Land cruiser vehicles, 
wherein he has been received by director of 
state security and intelligence service at his 
office which is located near governorate office, 
they discussed efforts provided by Bani Halba 
leadership in assistance to the government and 
enhancement of peace and safety in Darfur 
areas. After his meeting with the state director 
of NSIS he headed to Alnaseem and Alwadi, two 
residential quarters where majority of residents 
belong to Bani Halba tribe, he spent three days 
there. On the second day he met dignitaries 
of the tribe in Alnaseem block, in Mr. Hamadi 
Yousef particularly,wherein they discussed the 
need to assistthe government and lend it a hand 
by sending individuals from the tribe to receive 
military training and hold high military positions 
to represent the tribe and protect the state 
from the mutiny (armed movements) because 
this matter become exceedingly needed and 
the responsibility is on our shoulders, moreover 

he expressed regret for the tribe weren’t 
participating militarily and politically in the past 
years. All attendants of that meeting agreed 
on the necessity to participate the government 
and send their sons for recruitment in the Rapid 
Response Forces, therefore names must be 
registered immediately because of the current 
circumstances in the country. The meeting last 
for 4 hours and members of the tribe pledged to 
stand by the government and support it in order 
to protect the state from insurgence whether in 
Darfur, Blue Nile or Kordofan.

Few weeks later after chief of Bani Halba 
visit, 150 individuals from the tribe have been 
transported to Khartoum city, so as to move 
from there to South Kordofan to fight side by side 
with the army against People Movement.

Federal minister of Care and Social Security 
in Blue Nile State inaugurated on 16th April 
2016 a support campaign for the army and the 
People Defense Forces. She also formed support 
committees in seven localities of the state, 
headed by commissioners, mayors and chiefs as 
well as participation from student and woman 
groups. Each chief is obligated to provide 50 
fighters (Mujahedeen).

Battles broke out on 2nd April 2016 between 
Sudanese Army and SPLM-North Chapter in 
movement controlled Maffo Mountain, located 
east of Kurmuk town in Blue Nile State, wherein 
the movement repulsed the attack and captured 
the war materials and vehicles.
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A fierce battle on 18th April 2016 took place 
in Alroom area in Altadamon locality-Blue Nile 
state, where the movement took controlof 
Alroom area. This resulted in many injured and 
killed soldiers among the armed forces. These 
military operation obliged the Military Intelligence 
to carry out large scale arrests.

Blue Nile state witnessed arrival of big groups 
of government forces and rapid response militia 
known as “Janjaweed”. According to some 
sources the rapid response forces in outskirts 
of Damazin city provokes local residents and 
classifies them among rebels and tries to plunder 
their belongings. A report of a source indicates 
that there is a woman killed by rapid response 
forces at the southern entry of Damazin city.

There are wide violations committed by rapid 
response forces such as bald hair cutting for 
youths and threatening and disturbing shop 
owners according to a source.

With the expansion of military operations in the 
western part of the state residents moved to 
the eastern side of the state i.e. Rosayres city for 
the relative calm.This influence the agricultural 
season as farming become impossible in the 
western part of the state due to insecurity.

Arbitrary 
Detention of 
Children:
 
On 4th March 2016, two children and a woman 
were arrested at Hajar Jawa check point, 10 
kilometers (km) South of Dalanj City, South 
Kordofan State by Sudan Armed Forces (SAF). 
They were arrested while they were returning 
from the Jilid area which is under the control of 
SAF. 

Their details are as follows:  
1. Dalia Saad, 16-years-old;
2. Hafiz Saad, 10-years-old; and
3. Halima Basha, 35-years-old,  

a mother of four children.

On 25th April 2016 two children were grazing 
cattle that belonged to a man called, Ibrahim 
Alnoor. They left the cattle in a forest in the 
Kattala area, and went to Dalanj, an area 
controlled by the Peoples’ Movement, where 
they were found by, Abdelsameea Ibrahim 
a soldier attached to SAF, in the Dalanj Old 
Mosque. Abdelsameea drove them to the SAF 
military intelligence department where they were 
detained. While in detention, the children were 
interrogated with statements such as:  “You were 
sent by the People Army, right?”, “It is better for 
you to confess otherwise we will kill you right 
now”. They were also asked about the types of 
weapons the Peoples’ Movement have. 
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The names of the two children are:  
1. Mohamed Jumaa Kafi,  

10-years-old, from Teama tribe; and 
2. Ammar Azrag Sharea,  

11-years-old, from Kajoria tribe. 

The two children were released after two weeks 
only after the Chiefs from their respective tribes 
convinced the SAF military intelligence to do so. 

Arbitrary 
Detention:
 
On 1st March 2016, 55-year-old Nasr Omer 
Adri, was arrested by Dalanj SAF on his way 
from Burnawa village, East of Lagawa in South 
Kordofan. He alleges that he was arrested 
because SAF forces suspected that he was 
associated with the SPLM-N.

On 5th March 2016, SAF arrested a 60-year-old 
male, Musa Manji Musa, on his way from Lagwa 
town to Dalanj. He alleges that he was arrested 
on suspicion of his affiliation with SPLM-N.

On 2nd March 2016, SAF arrested 32-year-old 
Mustafa Salem, who resides in Alkatang village 
South of Dalanj city. He was detained at Dalanj 
Detention Centre on suspicion of communicating 
with SPLM-N.  

On 9th March 2016, Khartoum state police 
arrested, Yasser Mohamed Albashir, a journalist 
and charged him with articles 88 (bribery) and 
159 (defamation) under the 1991 Criminal Act. 
The arrest and charges were in response to an 
article Yasser had written that criticized the traffic 
police of receiving 100 Sudanese Pounds (SDG) 
without issuing a receipt. The police arrested 
Yasser at 11:00 am and released him at 07:00 
pm. This case shows a violation of the rules of 
procedure for journalists as Yasser should have 
been processed and handled by the Journalism 
and Printed Press Prosecution and not the police. 

In the second week of March 2016, the police 
in Kassala City arrested, Musa Hajjaj Mohamed, 
a 38-year-old Eritrean national. Musa is a 
supervisor for the Child Sectionon at the 
Commission of Refugees’ new refugee camp in 
Wadsharefae. He was arrested because he was 
suspected of being gay. According to a child of 
a security official, Musa sexually abused male 
children at the camp. Musa was detained for 
two weeks. While in detention, he was beaten 
more than once with a black hose pipe and 
forced to do manual labour such as: cutting the 
grass, cleaning the security building and carrying 
building materials. Musa maintains that he is 
innocent. 

On 18th March 2016, the security committee 
of Nyala City, South Darfur state, which is 
made up of security, police and military police 
representatives, arrested Chiefs and people 
belonging to the Fellatta and Salamat tribes. 
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They were arrested due to renewed conflicts 
between the two tribes. The Governor of South 
Darfur state announced that the detainees were 
suspects of the conflict and yet no report against 
them was filed. On 20th March 2016, some of 
the detained people were released however; 
four people from the Salamat ethnic group and 
ten from the Fellatta tribe, all Chiefs, were kept 
in custody.  

The detained Chiefs from the Fellatta tribe are:
1. Abubaker Suleiman (male);
2. Khalil Bubo (male);
3. Kamil ALI Omer (male);
4. Omer Mohamed Ali (male);
5. Yagob Abdellah Yagob (male); 
6. Mohamed Adam Haroun (male);
7. Ali Khalifa (male);
8. Youssef Idris Essa (male);
9. Abdelrahman Manji (male); and
10. Adam Hassan (male).

The detained Chiefs from the Salamat tribe are: 
1. Adam Fadol Musa (male);
2. Husain Othman Musa (male);
3. Mohamed Ahmed Ismael (male); and
4. Haroun Abdellah (male).

On 14th October 2006, the G.o.S and the East 
Front  signed a peace agreement that would 
see some former rebels integrated into the 
government armed forces and other rebels 
would be compensated for laying down their 
arms.  
 

The government however, did not compensate 
the rebels who lay down their arms. On 4th April 
2016, 80 disbanded rebels from the former 
military wing of the Beja Congress staged a 
peaceful protest attended by the Governor 
of the State in front of the Legislative Council. 
However, the police dispersed the protest using 
tear gas and arrested people. Some of the people 
are arrested were: Omer Hashim,  Abdelgadir 
Mohamed Samra and and Ahmed Husain Tahir.  

The police also arrested five people and took 
them to Daym Arab, Daym Musa and Abu 
Hashish police stations and charged them under 
articles 66 (publication of false), 67 (rioting) and 
77 (public nuisance) of the 1991 Criminal Act.  
The five people are: 
1. Mohamed Bilal;
2. Haroun Idris;
3. Anwar Silik; 
4. O’noor Abufatima Ahmed; and
5. Mohamed Ahmed Tahir.

On 6th April 2016, NISS detained Othman 
Mohamed Siralkhatim and Othman Essa who are 
former rebels that lay down their arms. 

On 7th April 2016, SAF in Blue Nile State 
arrested, Altayeb Ibrahim Ahmed, a 34-year-old 
male physician. Altayeb was arrested after he 
made a phone call to a member of the SPLM in 
Ethiopia. 
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On 7th April 2016, SAF in Damazin city, Blue Nile 
state arrested, Ahmed Balla Akho, a 50–year-old 
male retired Major of the armed forces. He was 
arrested after he made a phone call that was 
traced. 

On 20th April 2016, in Kassala City, Kassala State, 
students from various student associations at 
Kassala University organized a rally at the Faculty 
of Education protesting the killing of, Abubaker 
Hassan Mohamed Taha, a student at Kordofan 
University. Students affiliated with the ruling 
party, the National Congress Party, disrupted 
the rally and wounded some students. ACJPS 
monitors reported that two students from the 
Unionist Democratic Party Student Association 
were wounded i.e. Waeel Mudather and Abdella 
Ahmed Alhindi.

On 23rd April 2016, NISS in Kassala city arrested 
four students. The students were arrested for 
organising a public speech for Abdelaziz Khalid 
the leader of the National Alliance Party (NAP) 
aimed at protesting the killing of Abubaker 
Hassan Mohamed Taha, mentioned above and 
Mohamed Alsadiq a student at Omdurman 
National University in Shamboub, East of Kassala 
City. After the speech, the organisers went to a 
café near the Kassala Custom Office. Ten NISS 
personnel entered the café and arrested six 
students including the organizers.  
 

Among the six students, two were unidentified 
but the other four were: 
1. Ali Idris Youssef, third year student, Health 

Sciences Department;
2. Annas Ali Abdelrahman, second year 

student, Faculty of Computer Science;
3. Ahmed Abdelgaffar, fourth year student, 

faculty of Medicine; and
4. Mohamed Adam Ismael, an alumnus of 

Red Sea University, Faculty of Arts.

The students were loaded onto a NISS vehicle 
and were beaten with sticks while being 
transported to the NISS detention centre in 
the city. Annas Ali Abdelrahman injured his 
back while NISS were putting him on the deck 
of the vehicle. During detention, the students 
were forced to lie on their backs outside in the 
scorching sun; ordered to stand barefoot against 
a wall and raise their hands up for long periods 
of time. The students were also interrogated 
individually about why they organized the 
speech, why they decided to hold it in the 
Shamboub area and the party’s activities. After 
the interrogation, the students were ordered to 
face the wall. They were then told to call their 
families to sign statements declaring that they 
would never do this ever again in order for them 
to be released.  

The families of the two unidentified students 
went to the detention centre and the students 
were released on the same day. The four 
members of NAP refused to call their families 
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and so were beaten with water hoses and 
locked up in solitary confinement. The four were 
released on 24th April 2016 at midday. 

Albadri Idris Abbasher is a 40-year-old male 
Adjutant, Fourth Division in the Military 
Intelligence in Damazin City. He was arrested by 
SAF after he made a traced phone call. He was 
later released.

On 25th April 2016, intelligence forces in 
Damazin, Blue Nile state arrested 57-year-old, 
Osman Adam Alsalami (male), an Adjutant in the 
Medical Brigade of the Armed Forces.  He was 
arrested due to a tracked phone call he made. 

On 26th April 2016, SAF in Al-Damazin city, Blue 
Nile state arrested, Musa Akhollen, a 54-year–
old male retired employee from the judiciary. He 
believes that he was arrested for making a phone 
call that was tracked for speaking about the 
defeat of SAF. 

On 27th April 2016, students at the Red Sea 
University organized a public speech at the 
Faculty of Arts condemning the killing of, 
Mohamed Alfateh, at Omdurman National 
University. NISS personnel tried to gain access to 
the campus but were prevented by the students 
and so they left. While the students were leaving 
the university at 03:00 pm, NISS personnel 
pursued two students: Motwakil Dagash 
Khames and Hafiz Mohamed.

Motwakil and Hafiz were arrested by the NISS 
personnel on suspicion of being amongst the 
students that prevented NISS from gaining 
access to the campus earlier. Both students 
were released the next day. Motwakil, an active 
member of the Nuba Mountains Student 
Association was, however, rearrested on 30th 
April 2016. He was subjected to racial abuse 
from NISS personnel who told him that, “you are 
a slave, those are your masters, since when you 
start to study so as to tell your masters don’t 
enter the university”. He was released on the 
same day.

On 29th April 2016 at midday, the Civil Defense 
Police in Blue Nile state found a dead body of a 
man in a sack with his legs tied up at the Eastern 
end of Damazin Bridge in Rosayres. According 
to a report from a policeman, the body belonged 
to a man whose features weren’t clear; had 
been killed and then thrown in the River Nile. 
Conversely, another source revealed that the 
body was a man called Mustafa Husain Dow also 
known as Mustafa Alfeel from the Alangassa 
ethnic group. He was an assistant doctor who 
had been in detention since March after his 
arrest by intelligence forces in the Abugroon area 
of Bao locality in Blue Nile state. 
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Public Order 
Courts:
 
The following are cases of women who appeared 
before the Kosti City Public Order Court in 
White Nile in April 2016 and were sentenced to 
lashing. The lashing for all women was carried 
immediately after sentence with no appeal.  
The cases are: 
1. Report No.602/2016 was convicted of 

article 151 (gross indecency) of the 1991 
Criminal Act and sentenced to 40 lashes; 

2. Report No.534/2016 was convicted under 
article 152 (indecent and immoral acts) of 
the 1991 Criminal Act and sentenced to 
40 lashes;

3. Report No.707/2016 was convicted under 
article 146 (adultery) of the 1991 Criminal 
Act and sentenced to 100 lashes;

4. Report No.2122/2016 was convicted 
under article 146 (adultery) of the 1991 
Criminal Act and sentenced to 100 lashes; 
and

5. Report No.2119/2016 was convicted 
under article 146 (adultery) of the 1991 
Criminal Act and sentenced to 100 lashes.

Excessive Use of Force by the Police to Disperse 
Assemblies: 

On 19th February 2016, students who were 
studying the Quran at the Holy Quran School 
in El-Geneina in West Darfur protested against 
their mistreatment by the school management. 
One of the students who escaped from the 
school revealed that they were subjected to the 
following mistreatment: forty students were 
shackled by iron chains and confined to a tiny 
cell; they were not allowed to sit in the school’s 
yard; and were served poor meals. Regarding 
medical facilities, there was no infirmary within 
the school. When students got sick, they were 
simply administered drugs without seeing a 
doctor first. The student further revealed that 
these concerns were raised to the Sheikh several 
times to no avail. 

The following students were hit by gunshots 
during the protest: 
1. Ahmed Younes Mukhtar, 35-years-old, 

from Forbaranga area, was shot in his 
shoulder; and

2. Nesraldin Suleiman Abdellah, 33-years-old, 
from Molly village, was shot in his back.

On 20th April 2016, students at Khasala 
University held a forum inside the university. The 
forum called upon the university administration 
to re-instate student associations that were 
suspended due to violence that erupted as a 
result of disputed student elections.   
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Additionally, the forum condemned the killing 
of Abubaker Hassan Mohamed Taha at Kasala 
University (mentioned above). After the forum in 
the university premises, the students proceeded 
to the city market where they were dispersed 
by the police using teargas. Various students 
suffered the effects of tear gas.

On 24th April 2016, the Nyala locality Mayor 
announced a raise in the transportation tariff 
from 50 piaster to 2 Sudanese Pounds (SDG). 
This decision led to student protests calling for 
the Mayor to rescind the tariff. The students 
protested against the new tarrif at Nyala 
University and later in the streets of Nyala 
city.  During the protests, the students were 
tear gassed by the police. Three days later six 
students from Nyala University were arrested 
and detained at Nyala Police Station. They were 
charged with violating articles: 69 (disturbance of 
the peace), 77 (public nuisance) and 139 (causing 
intentional wounds) of the 1991 Criminal Act. 
Their case is registered as No.1175/2016.

The arrested students are:
1. Abdelfaraj Adam Suleiman (male), Fourth 

Year, Faculty of Engineering;
2. Abu Alabas Abdelnabi Ibrahim (male), 

Second Year, Faculty of Economics;
3. Ayman Mohamed Ibrahim Ouleig (male), 

Faculty of Economics;
4. Mubarak Musa Adam (male), Third Year, 

Faculty of Veterinary;
5. Najeeb Eid Youssef (male), First Year, 

Faculty of Engineering; and
6. Abdelaziz Adam Ibrahim (male).

The students’ lawyer submitted a bail request 
for the students to the Prosecutor who denied 
it. The Prosecutor’s report alleges that bail 
was denied because the students wounded a 
policeman who was transported to Khartoum for 
treatment. The students were later released.

Additionally, according to an ACJPS monitor, NISS 
requested that the students be transferred to 
the NISS detention centre but the Police denied 
the request.
The Dean of Aleman Alhadi University announced 
a by-law banning all student activities including 
the formation of unions and associations 
at Aleman Alhadi University. The Student 
Association of the Faculty of Engineering, in 
protest to the by-law, announced that they 
would be carrying out a sit down on the campus 
from 3rd April 2016. 
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On 8th May 2016, the White Nile State Police 
besieged the Faculty of Engineering. The police 
dispersed the students participating in the 
sit down by using teargas and beating them 
with sticks. Students suffered the effects 
of being exposed to tear gas such as losing 
consciousness, being unable to breath and 
stinging of their eyes. The following students 
suffered those effects:  
1. Alsamani Abdelmahmood.
2. Mohamed Amin Hassan.
3. Rowieda Altayeb.
4. Alshazali Mohamed.
5. Ahmed Alhadi
6. Mohamed Ali Omer
7. Siddiq Ali Rahama
8. Bashir Hashim Bashir
9. Shahd Omer
10. Amin Sharaf
11. Awad Mustafa Ahmed
12. Waleed was taken to hospital  

for treatment.  

Some of the students who were injured from the 
beatings with sticks were taken to Kotsi Hospital. 
Some of the injured students are: 
1. Munzir Rahmatallah, suffered 

hemorrhaging in the head;
2. Siddiq Ali Fadol, was injured in his right 

hand elbow; 
3. Mohamed Modawi, was injured in his right 

hand; and 
4. Mohamed Abdellah, suffered a fracture and 

dislocated a joint in his elbow. He received 
treatment in a dispensary in the Al-douiem.

The police also arrested forty-five students 
participating in the sit down and blocked access 
to the College thereby preventing other students 
from gaining access to participate in the sit down. 
Of the forty-five students that were arrested, 
the police charged seven female students for 
violating article 68 (rioting) and thirty-eight male 
students for violating articles 68 and 82 (sale of 
noxious food) under the 1991 Criminal Act. The 
students are: 
1. Mohamed Hassan (Male), Third Year, 

College of Mechanical Engineering;
2. Mohamed Mutasim, (Male) Fourth Year, 

College of Mechanical Engineering;
3. Saad Musa (Male), Third Year, College of 

Food Industrialization;
4. Bushra Abdelrahman (Male), Third Year, 

College of Chemistry;
5. Rowieda Altayeb Hammad (Female), 

Fourth Year, College of Chemistry;
6. Iman Ahmed Hamad Musa (Female), Third 

Year, College of Industrialization;
7. Hafsa Omer (Female), Third Year, College of 

Chemistry;
8. Annas Malik (Male), Fifth Year, College of 

Mechanical Engineering;
9. Abdelmoneem Mohamed (Male), Fifth Year, 

College of Mechanical Engineering;
10. Bashir Hashim Bashir (Male), Fifth Year, 

College of Mechanical Engineering;
11. Nazar Mohamed Ali (Male), Fifth Year, 

College of Mechanical Engineering;
12. Abdellah Musa (Male), Second Year, College 

of Mechanical Engineering;
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13. Alshazali Abdelnabi (Male), Third Year, 
College of Industrialization;

14. Anwar Hassan Ali (Male), Second Year, 
College of Chemistry;

15. Waleed Mahdi Nesraldin (Male), Fourth 
Year, College of Mechanical Engineering;

16. Ahmed Alhadi (Male), Second Year, College 
of Mechanical Engineering;

17. Mustafa Musa (Male), Third Year, College of 
Mechanical Engineering;

18. Munzir Rahmatallah Abdellah (Male), 
Second Year, College of Industrialization;

19. Sharafaldin Alsamani (Male), Third Year, 
College of Industrialization;

20. Amani Ibrahim (Female), Third Year, College 
of Chemistry;

21. Khalid Fadelalmoula (Male), First Year, 
College of Chemistry;

22. Abdelrahman Adam Alsaphi (Male), Fifth 
Year, College of Mechanical Engineering;

23. Ali Altayeb (Male), Third Year, College of 
Mechanical Engineering;

24. Mohamed Idres (Male), Fourth Year, College 
of Mechanical Engineering;

25. Alsamani Alshiekh (Male), Fourth Year, 
College of Mechanical Engineering;

26. Hassan Idres (Male), Fourth Year, College of 
Mechanical Engineering;

27. Mohamed Amin Hassan (Male), Fourth 
Year, College of Industrialization;

28. Ibrahim Abu Algasim (Male), Third Year, 
College of Mechanical Engineering;

29. Mutasim Alnoor (Male), Fifth Year, College 
of Mechanical Engineering;

30. Abdellah Abdelrahman (Male), Second Year, 
College of Mechanical Engineering;

31. Nadir Hammed Mohamed (Male), Second 
Year, College of Industrialization;

32. Mohamed Alsadiq Jaffar (Male), Third Year, 
College of Mechanical Engineering;

33. Yousef Omer Fadelalmoula (Male), Third 
Year, College of Mechanical Engineering;

34. Tilal Mohamed (Male) Third Year, 
Mechanical Engineering;

35. Awad Mustafa (Male), Second Year, 
Mechanical Engineering;

36. Abdelgadir Alsadiq (Male), Second Year, 
Mechanical Engineering;

37. Mohamed Omer Altoum (Male), Second 
Year, Mechanical Engineering;

38. Siralkhatim Abdin (Male), Third Year, 
Mechanical Engineering;

39. Yousef Altrief (Male), Third Year, Chemistry;
40. Mudather Abdelbagi (Male), Third Year, 

Diploma;
41. Nahid Ibrahim (Female), Second Year, 

Industrialization;
42. Shahd Omer (Female), Second Year, 

Chemistry;
43. Soulaffa Abdelrahman (Female), Fifth Year, 

Industrialization;
44. Mazin Murtada Ibrahim (Male), Third Year, 

Industrialization; and
45. Mohamed Almutasim Abukard (Male), T.Y, 

Mechanical Engineering.
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The police released the female students on bail in 
the evening of 8th May 2016. The male students 
were released on bail on 9th May 2016. 

Additionally, some of the students who 
participated in the sit down were arrested by 
the NCP student militia outside the University 
premises. The students allege that they were 
beaten before they were released. These were:
1. Bushra, is affiliated with the Unionist Party. 

He publicly condemned the by-law at the 
sit down inside the university; and

2. Musa Alsadiq, a political activist pursuing a 
course at the College of Economics.

This sit down led to the university administration 
dissolving all student associations. The Student 
Association of the Faculty of Engineering 
submitted a memorandum to the university 
administration with various demands some 
of which were: reinstating the university’s 
associations and improving the university 
environment i.e. improving the infrastructure 
and services offered by the university. The 
university administration however, rejected the 
memorandum in its entirety.

Air 
Bombardment 
on Civilians:
 
According to an ACJPS source, Maranj,  an 
SPLM-N controlled area in South Kordofan, was 
bombarded by SAF air forces on 8th April 2016. 
The bombardment caused the deaths of four 
civilians and wounded six people. 
The names of the four dead civilians are:
1. Ahmed Bashir;
2. Abdellah Bashir;
3. Hawa Adam; and
4. Ali Ahmed.

The six wounded people are: 
1. Molazim Ibrahim;
2. Alhaj Hamad;
3. Ameer Hamad;
4. Mohamed Nasir;
5. Ali Ahmed’s wife;  and
6. Ali Abdellah Omer.

On 2nd April 2016, Oumserdibba, an area in 
South Kordofan State, was shelled from Kadogli 
Garrison by the SAF air forces. This led to the 
killing of three people: a 12-year-old child, 
80-year-old female and 75-year-old male. 

On 3rd April 2016 at 1:30pm, Kamo, an area in 
South Kordofan State was bombarded by the 
SAF air forces. SAF air forces bombarded the 
area with four bombs using an MIG aircraft. As 
a result, buildings belonging to Hakima Nursing 
School were destroyed. Najla Omer a 16-year-
old female was killed and six people were 
wounded. 
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The six wounded people are:
1. Ajabi Ali (Female), 13-years-old;
2. Omer Abdellah (Male), 55-years-old;
3. Orshalim Lallo Komi (Male), 30-years-old;
4. Ashay Kajo Engleez (Female), 429–years-

old;
5. Hawa Abdellah (Female), 41-years-old; and
6. Kallo Ismael (Male), 30-years-old.

On 12th April 2016, Tanassa village, located in 
Tabo Alboram District, South Kordofan State was 
bombarded by SAF using an Antonov aircraft 
that dropped six bombs. This resulted in the 
wounding of three children. The children are:
1. Nasoon Malki Yassin (Male), 12-years-old.
2. Kiki Danial Koko (Male), 10-years-old.
3. Mustafa Danial Koko (Male), 16-years-old.

Freedom of 
Speech
 
In the morning of Tuesday 15th March 2016, 
NISS confiscated the printed issues of Alsudani 
newspaper while at the printing press without 
reason.

On Sunday 27th March 2016, NISS confiscated 
the printed issues belonging to Alayam and 
Almostagila newspapers which were ready for 
distribution without reason. 

On 27th March 2016, Mr. Mahjoob Mohamed 
Salih, the editor of Alayam Daily, informed 
Aljazeera News Network that, NISS stopped 
printing of the newspaper after part of the 
newspaper had already been printed without 
reason. He added that NISS also ordered Bakka 
Press not to distribute issues of Almostagila 
Daily without reason. 

On Tuesday 12th April 2016, NISS confiscated 
Altagyeer Political Daily after it had finalized 
printing at Karary Printing Establishment 
without reason. A worker at Karary Printing 
Establishment reported that NISS arrived late 
on Tuesday night and ordered that Altagyeer’s 
Tuesday issue, which was ready for distribution, 
should not be distributed.
 
On Sunday 17th April 2016, NISS confiscated 
Alseyasi Daily without reason. 

On Monday 18th April 2016, NISS seized Alsayha 
Political Daily without reason. 
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Prosecution of 
Journalists
 
On Thursday 31st March 2016, the Prosecution 
Office for Journalism and Printed Media in 
Khartoum summoned, Madeha Abdellah, 
Almaydan Daily’s Editor and Mohamed Alfateh 
Youssef, a journalist for the same newspaper. 
Mohamed is a committee member of the 
Alhalfaya People’s Committee. Madeha and 
Mohamed were interrogated over an article that 
was published by Mohamed on, 13th March 
2016, that discussed the corrupt practices 
during the distribution of land in Alhalfaya area 
in North Khartoum. The summons was issued 
on the basis that both individuals had violated 
article 66 (publication of false news) and article 
159 (defamation) of the 1991 Criminal Act 
and Madeha had further violated article 24 
(responsibilities of Chief Editors) of the Media and 
Publication Act.

Mohamed was interrogated again on, 
Wednesday 13th April 2016, by the Prosecution 
Office for Journalism and Printed Media for 
defamation over the same article. 

On Monday 4th April 2016, the trial of Ali Aldali of 
Akhir Lahza, a journalist started at the Journalism 
and Printed Media Court. Mr. Lahza’s trial was 
based on a report by NISS accusing him of 
contravening article 66 (publication of false news) 
of the 1991 Criminal Act for publishing an article 
on corruption in NISS in the Altayar Daily on 25th 
May 2015. 

On Sunday 10th April 2016, NISS summoned 
Somaya Sayed, the Editor of Altjieer newspaper 
and interrogated her over an article that was 
published in Altjieer newspaper on the same day 
about the International Criminal Court (ICC). NISS 
prohibited the publication of any content that 
mentions or discusses the ICC as a result of the 
Court’s arrest warrants that were issued in 2009 
against President Omer Hassan Albashir and 
other government officials for war crimes, crimes 
against humanity and genocide in Darfur.  

On Wednesday 13th April 2016, NISS 
summoned Mashaer Ahmed, a journalist 
attached to Alsudani Newspaper and 
interrogated her over an article she published on, 
3rd April 2016, in the newspaper on companies 
that are not registered officially. 
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Freedom of 
Movement:
 
On Wednesday 23rd March 2016, Khartoum 
International Airport security prevented Siddiq 
Youssef, a key member of the Central Committee 
of the National Consensus Forces, from travelling 
to Geneva where he was scheduled to attend a 
UN Human Rights Council meeting. 

On Friday 25th March 2016, Khartoum 
International Airport security prevented Faisal 
Mohamed Saleh, a journalist, from travelling to 
London to attend the launch of a book titled, 
‘Sudan’s Path to the Future: A Realistic Dream for 
2025’, by Dr. Kamil Idris. 

Dr. Mawia Shaddad reported to the Altareeq 
Electronic Journal that on Monday 28th March 
2016, he and Sawsan Alshewaya, an advocate, 
were prevented by the Khartoum International 
Airport security from travelling to Geneva to 
attend a UN Human Rights Council meeting. 
Their passports were confiscated and informed 
that they were banned from travelling. 

The Khartoum International Airport security 
also prevented, Saleh Mohamed, a member of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist Party 
from travelling to Geneva to attend a UN 
Human Rights Council meeting discussing the 
human rights annual report. The airport security 
confiscated his passport stating that his name 
was included on the list of people prohibited from 
travelling. 

Use of Internet and Access to Information:
Abbass Salem, the Director of Artistic and 
Literary Classified in Khartoum, reported in a 
press statement broadcast by the Sudanese 
News Agency that, on 27th February 2016, a 
joint force comprised of NISS, police and the 
National Communication Corporation raided 
103 internet cafes in several areas in central 
Khartoum namely: Alsahafa, Jabra, Aljerief-West 
and Alshohada-Omdurman. Some internet café 
owners were arrested while others were forced 
to download an application designed by the 
National Communication Corporation to prevent 
users from downloading applications that were 
perceived as a threat to the society’s culture or 
ill-natured. 

On 16th April 2016, the administration of 
Artistic and Literary Classifieds announced that 
they would, in collaboration with the police and 
security personnel, continue to carry out raids 
on internet cafés in Khartoum to limit what it 
regards as threats to cultural society. 

A leaked document was released by an 
anonymous hacker who gained access to the 
email of an Italian computer system company. 
The email titled, “Hacking Team”, revealed that 
NISS purchased advanced software for electronic 
espionage and remote surveillance for mobile 
phones and internet from the Italian company at 
a cost of 960,000 Euros.

19
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On 13th April 2016 during a national media 
workshop held at, the Sudanese Parliament 
titled, ‘Towards a Mature Practice’, Gen. Hashim 
Ali Abdel Raheem the Director of Media and 
Public Relations for the Police and the Abass Ali 
Khalifa the NISS representative defended the 
restrictions on freedom of speech. Gen. Hashim 
Ali Abdel Raheem said that the media was the 
major cause of the Arab Spring and so Sudan had 
the right to restrict information flow. He revealed 
that the police control 10% of news published by 
the media. 

On 8th March 2016, the Minister of Health in 
Khartoum, Mr. Mammon Homieda, criticized 
Sudanese newspapers’ depiction of health 
issues in the country; accused journalists for 
being ignorant and liars; and called for the 
establishment of special courts to try journalist 
who according to him, caused gross harm by 
irresponsible publication of health issues.

Arbitrary Dismissal of Khartoum University 
Students:
On 11th April 2016, students at Khartoum 
University participated in a demonstration 
protesting the following: transfer of 
some departments to Soba; called for the 
improvement of the university infrastructure and 
facilities; reinstatement of the Student Union 
and eradication of the jihadi students group 
affiliated with NCP. Security personnel arrested 
11 students and later released 4 students. The 
remaining 7 students were released on 4th May 
2016. 

On 31st April 2016, Khartoum University 
administration announced that they would 
punish 17 students who participated in the 
demonstration; 6 students were expelled while 
11 students were suspended for 2-years. This 
decision was taken without any transparent 
investigations from an independent body. This 
decision was taken without any accountability 
procedures.

The students who were expelled are: 
1. Mohamed Omer Hamid (Male), Fifth Year, 

Faculty of Engineering;
2. Mowafaq Mohamed Abdel Hafez (Male), 

Fifth Year Faculty of Engineering;
3. Hassan Aldii Mohamed (Male), Forth Year, 

Faculty of Law;
4. Wefaq Mohamed Algorashi (Female) Third 

Year, Faculty of Arts;
5. Nafessa Mohamed Hassan (female), 

Second Year, Faculty of Law; and
6. Ahmed Adam Abdelrahman (Male), Second 

Year, College of Environmental Sciences.
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The students who were suspended 
for 2-years are: 
1. Mohamed Mahjoob O’tieba (Male), Forth 

Year, Faculty of Law;
2. Saffa Modawi Mustafa, (Female), 

Fourth Year, College of Geographical and 
Environmental Sciences; 

3. Fat’ hi Mohamed Abdu Ismael (Male), 
Fourth Year, Faculty of Economics;

4. Marwan Es’ hag Yagob (Male), Fourth Year, 
Faculty of Engineering;

5. Allam Adin Ibrahim Adam (Male), Fourth 
Year, College of Geographical and 
Environmental Sciences;

6. Mudather Taeseer Mudather Suleiman 
(Male), Fifth Year, Faculty of Sciences;

7. Baderaldin Salah Mohamed (Male), First 
Year, Faculty of Economics;

8. Gorashi Alzain Abdelaziz (Male), Fourth 
Year, Faculty of Economics;

9. Mai Adil Ibrahim (Female), Fourth Year, 
Faculty of Engineering;

10. Abdelbagi Husain Adam (Male), Fourth Year, 
Faculty of Law; and

11. Husain Yahiya Haroun (Male), Fourth Year, 
Faculty of Science.

Situation in 
Abyey Area:
 
On 25th March 2016, a meeting was held 
in the Nonong Area  that was attended by 
representatives from the Denka and Mesayria 
clans with the Cocodis Organisation acting as an 
observer. This meeting was a result of numerous 
communications between both clans to end their 
conflict and promote peaceful living. The parties 
agreed to the following:
1. Both parties would not discuss whether 

the Abyey belonged to Sudan or South 
Sudan; 

2. Both parties agreed on a common market 
where their tribes could trade freely;

3. Peaceful movement of Mesayria herdsmen 
in the area inhabited by Denka in search for 
water and pasture for their cattle; where 
water and pasture for cattle available;

4. Peaceful settlement of Mesayria tribesmen 
in the area inhabited by the Denka Ngong;

5. Formation of a conflict resolution 
mechanism between the two tribes and 
accountability measures for perpetrators; 

6. Inform the United Nations Peace Keeping 
Mission in Abyey about this agreement; 
and

7. Inform the police in the Denka Ngong area 
about this agreement.  

A reliable source informed ACJPS that since both 
parties agreed to the terms stipulated above, no 
clashes have arisen between the two parties. 



22    HUMAN RIGHTS MONITOR
MARCH – APRIL 2016

Extra-Judicial 
and Summary 
Killings: 
 
On 12th March 2016, at midnight, Mr. Addoma 
Yagob Abdelmowla a 70-year-old man, who lives 
in Kiwayma village, 35km west of Alfashir city-
North Darfur State, was shot dead by two armed 
men. Mr. Abdelmowla was shot three times in his 
chest and on his hand after he opened his door 
for the two armed men. According to a reliable 
source, he was killed by armed militia.

On 18th March 2016 in Nyala city –South Darfur 
State, a man called Hafiz Mohamed Musa was 
killed inside his house by unknown armed militia 
men. This case was reported to the Nyala police 
station but no investigations have been carried 
out. 

On 23rd March 2016, armed militia shot and 
killed Mrs. Halima Adam Abbakar, 43-year-old, 
while she was gathering firewood in a forest 
South of Alfarshaya village in South Kordofan. 
She was later taken to Dalanj Hospital. Mrs. 
Abbakar was shot because the armed militia had 
set a curfew for the locals and yet the forest is an 
essential resource for the residents of Farshaya 
village. On 25th March 2016, armed militia 
arrested Halima’s son, Ahmed Essa Ibrahim, 
in Dalanj after he lodged a complaint about 
the killing of his mother to the police. He was 
released on 27th March 2016. 

On the same day, 23rd march 2016, Hawa 
Haroun, a 40-year-old, was shot in her right leg 
and was taken to Dalanj Hospital for treatment 
but later died. SAF prohibited investigation of this 
incident.

On 1st April 2016, at around 06:00 pm, Arbab 
Ibrahim Shutta, was shot dead by five militia men 
riding horses armed with Kalashnikov guns on 
his way home from work. This incident happened 
in Azarni located 25km North-East of El-Geneina 
city. An eye witness reported that Arbab was 
confronted by the five men who demanded 
that he hand over his mobile phone and all his 
possessions. They also demanded that he lie 
down which he refused at which point he was 
hit on the head with a gun and when he tried to 
resist, he was shot dead. The men rode away 
after shooting him. A citizen reported the incident 
to the police who found his body at around 9pm.  

On 16th April 2016, at around 6 pm, in Mistry 
an area in Western Darfur, three armed people, 
two of them in military uniform and the third 
one in civilian clothing, attacked a ranch 1km 
from Mistry. Eye witnesses identified them as 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) staff of Arab descent. 
Two of them entered the ranch on a camel and 
the third one on a horse. According to an eye 
witness, the three men entered the ranch and 
began to cut mango trees and water melon 
plants, while four people including the owner 
of the ranch were seated under some trees. 
When the men tried to stop them, the three 



23

people shot at the four wounding the owner in 
the mouth. The attackers rode away after the 
shooting. The owner of the farm, 20-yeard-old Al 
Rashid Khames Arbab, was rushed to El-Geneina 
hospital for medical treatment. His condition 
worsened and so his doctor had him transferred 
to Khartoum for treatment to remove the bullet 
that was lodged in his mouth. The victim’s family 
reported the incident to the police who pursued 
the attackers to no avail. 

National Congress Party Student Militia:
In the morning of Tuesday 22nd April 2016 in 
Al-Obeid city, North Kordofan, violence erupted 
at Kordofan University which resulted in the 
death of, Abubaker Hassan Mohamed Taha, a 
first year student at the university in the faculty 
of engineering. The violence was a result of a 
disagreement between students affiliated with 
the opposition and those affiliated with the ruling 
NCP over the student union elections.

On 27th April 2016, students belonging to the 
Nuba Moutnatins Association at Omdurman 
National University held a forum condemning the 
killings of students at Khartoum University. The 
forum was disrupted by student militia belonging 
to the NCP (the ruling party) who fired live 
ammunition at the crowd. This led to the killing of 
Mohamed Alsadiq, a second year student in the 
Faculty of Arts.  



24    HUMAN RIGHTS MONITOR
MARCH – APRIL 2016

THE REALITY
IS VERY DARK

THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN SUDAN


