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1  Sudan: West Kordofan State Administrative Map (January 2015) by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) retried from: http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/West_Kordofan_State_Administrative_Map_A1_17_
Jan_2015.pdf
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SUMMARY INTRODUCTION TO SUDAN’S 
LAND LAW
Land Law of 1905:

• This law was issued by the Anglo - 

Egyptian colonial administrators on the 

24th of August 1905;

• It had 12 articles;

• It recognized customary ownership in 

Sudan; and 

• Called for land boundaries.

Land law of 1918:

• This law governed land ownership in 

urban areas; and

• Required citizens and non citizens to 

get permission before owning any land 

from the governor of the state.

Land Law of 1925: 

• Governs big projects with economic 

value such as the Al Jazira and the Sinar 

dam projects; and

• Requires registration of land ownership 

and acquisition of land with a certificate 

as a proof of ownership.

Land Law of 1970: 

• States that any land ownership that 

does not adhere to the 1925 law or is 

not documented would be taken as 

government land; and

• Did not recognize the customary system 

or historical rights
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PART I
The conflict between different clans in Messeria 

tribe in Western Kordogan started way back 

in 1990s up to 2014. In fact, there are many 

causes of the inter-communal violence, but 

primarily amongst them include: Government 

bad policies and intervention related to land 

ownership, water resources and the distribution 

of oil revenues to the Misseriya tribe. This unequal 

distribution formula divided the Messeria and 

scrambling for resources and fighting for the 

limited compensation packages offered by 

the government. This despair experienced by 

members of the tribe has mostly manifested 

itself in the form of tribal conflict within the 

Misseriya tribe and between the Misseriya and 

neighboring tribes.

The war indeed inflicts a great setback on the 

two clans most particularly on humanitarian 

impact with a focus on two clans: the Zoyoud 

and Awlad Omran. It also provides a narrative 

of the many confrontations which took place 

over the years highlighting the causes of the 

conflict as well as the different actors involved, 

but focuses on the latest mass conflict that 

took place in 2014. In May, 2014, the conflict 

between Al-Zoyoud and Awlad Omran resulted 

in the contested agricultural and pastoral land 

estimated at 30 kilometers squared in the Om-

Baroom area.

See this press from dabanga: https://www.

dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/more-

than-150-killed-in-west-kordofan-tribal-clash

The Government of Sudan (GoS), for around 

a quarter of a century, has provided arms and 

mobilized members of the Misseriya tribe in 

West Kordofan state in its war on South Sudan, 

Eastern Sudan and the Nuba Mountains. 

Misseriya fighters who had been armed and 

fought alongside GoS forces in the internal 

armed conflict that led to the separation of South 

Sudan, were provided with little assistance and 

were not integrated into the Disarmament, 

Demobilization and Rehabilitation (DDR) projects 

in Southern Kordofan following the signing of 

the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), 

giving rise to grievances not only towards the 

GOS, but towards the CPA process generally. 

Despite this, the GoS continued to mobilize the 

Misseriya during conflicts, post-CPA, such as 

in conflicts with the new state of South Sudan 

over the status of the oil-rich areas of Abyei2  

and Higleig.

Despite the fact that they live in a resource-rich 

region in Sudan, the Misseriya are impoverished, 

lack access to water sources and their 

traditional livelihoods have severely suffered 

from the acquisition of land for oil production 

and exploration and the several land-grabbing 

schemes controlled by members of Sudan’s 

ruling party, the National Congress Party 

(NCP). Government policies and intervention 

related to land ownership, water resources 

and the distribution of oil revenues have left 

the Misseriya tribe who are already divided, 

scrambling for resources and fighting for the 

limited compensation packages offered by the 

government and petroleum companies.3 

 2  A contested area given special preference in the CPA as it is claimed by South Sudan, but is currently controlled by Sudan. The 
area was supposed to witness a referendum simultaneously with the South Sudan’s referendum, but it was postponed until 2013 
when the Dinka-Ngok residents of Abyei held an unofficial referendum that was boycotted by the Misseriya who also consider 
Abyei their home.

3  A term used by the Miseriya to describe the compensation as quoted in “Pantuliano, S, O Egemi, B Fadlalla, M Farah, and ME 
Abdelgadir. 2009. Put out to pasture: War, oil and the decline of Misseriya Humur pastoralism in Sudan. Humanitarian Policy 
Group. London: Overseas Development Institute.
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/3183-war-oil-sudan-misseriyya-conflict website. Accessed 15 April 2015
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This despair experienced by members of the 

tribe has mostly manifested itself in the form 

of tribal conflict within the Misseriya tribe and 

between the TT and neighboring tribes.

This report presents the impact of the GoS 

policies on the people of West Kordofan state 

and the humanitarian impact of tribal conflicts 

that began in 1993 between the Misseriya tribes 

of West Kordofan with a focus on two tribes: the 

Zoyoud and Awlad Omran. It also provides a 

narrative of the many confrontations which took 

place over the years highlighting the causes 

of the conflict as well as the different actors 

involved, but focuses on the latest mass conflict 

that took place in 2014.

Background and historical context
Dar Misseriya lies between latitudes 9.13-11.30 N and longitudes 15-27-30 E and makes up an 

estimated 60% of the state of West Kordofan, and is part of the Savannah belt4  in Sudan. It is divided 

into eight localities for local governance and administrative purposes:5 

No. Name of Locality Population in 2010 Capital 

1 Al-Salam 89212 Al-Fula

2 Babanousa 78251 Babanousa

3 Abyei 156090 Al-Mujlad

4 Al-Dabab 62507 Al-Dabab

5 Al-Meyram 51404 Al-Meyram

6 Keleik 42666 Keleik

7 Lagawa 128287 Lagawa

8 Al-Sunut 42560 Al-Sunut

TOTAL 650977

4  This is a belt of tropical savannah that stretches from Eastern to Western Africa. 
5  Information from 2010 census, State Census Office, Al-Fula, West Kordofan State.
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Breakdown of Dar Misseriya

Misseriya Tribe

Al- Falaita

Al-Mezagna Al-Faireen Al-Fadalya Awlad Omran Awlad Kamil

Al-Matneen Al-Jabrat Awlad SurourAl-Salamat Al-Zoyoud

Al-Ajayra

Miserriya 
Zuruq 

(brown skin )

Misseriya 
Humur (light 
brown skin )

The Misseriya
The Misseriya ethnic group is a sub-group 

of the Baggara Arab ethnic group and its 

members inhabited south-eastern Darfur 

and South Kordofan as early as the 1700s.6  

The Misseriya are pastoralists who have 

traditionally migrated seasonally and travel 

long distances within Sudan7  and into the new 

state of South Sudan throughout the year in 

search of water for their cattle. Though many 

Misseriya retain a pastoralist way of life, a 

variety of factors including increasing tensions 

over land ownership and access, and reduced 

availability of quality land for grazing owing to 

administrative changes to state boundaries 

both within Sudan and between Sudan and the 

new state of South Sudan, has resulted in the 

tribe being sedentary.8  

 

The Misseriya tribe is divided into two main 

groups and this is based purely on skin color 

i.e. the Zuruq and the Humur. The Zuruq have 

a brown skin tone and the Humur have a light 

brown skin tone. The Humur are divided into 

two sub-groups: Al-Falayta and Al-Ajayra.9  

The subgroups are further divided, with each 

subdivision called an Omodiya divided into 

further lineages called Khashm. Until the 

Ingaz regime took power, the Misseriya in their 

entirety were ruled by one leader, Al-Amir Babo 

Nimir. Nevertheless, like other tribes, there was 

meddling in the Misseriya native administration 

system which resulted in each sub-group 

having their own leader who was chosen from 

a pool of tribesmen with some authority,10  but 

most importantly, their political loyalty to the 

NCP. 

6  Pantuliano, Egemi, Fadlalla, Farah and Abdelgadir, 2009, citing Cunninson, 1966. 
7   The Missreya have been affected by the many divisions which occurred in the Kordofan region which was divided into three 
states, West, South and North before West Kordofan was merged into Southern Kordofan in the post CPA period. In 2014, West 
Kordofan state was re-constituted as a separate state but some saw this as an attempt by the government to guard the oil wealth 
by breaking the region into a smaller area that the government can control.
8  See Pantuliano, Egemi, Fadlalla, Farah and Abdelgadir, 2009. 
9  Pantuliano, Egemi, Fadlalla, Farah and Abdelgadir, 2009
10  For example the son of an Omda who leads the village.
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Today, the Misseriya are headed by the 

grandson of Babo Nimir, Al-Amir Mukhtar Babo 

Nimir who is a member of the NCP. However, it 

should be noted that these divisions were not 

manmade but rather historical or due to lineage 

that cropped up over the years as families grew.

Resources
Dar Misseriya is considered one of the most 

resource-rich regions of Sudan. It is the site of 

most of Sudan’s oil production, and has large 

iron reserves at the Abu-Tolo Mountain11  as well 

as gold mines in the western Lagawa locality. Its 

livestock resources are estimated at 10 million 
12 heads  including cattle and camels, and it is a 

particularly fertile region, sustaining a range of 

crops including sorghum, groundnuts, sesame, 

cotton and hibiscus.

Dar Misseriya reportedly produces 94,000 

barrels of oil each day from seven oil-fields, with 

the Beleila oil-field reportedly producing 30,000 

barrels a day at its highest capacity. Most of the 

oil-producing areas lie around Al-Fula city.13

  

The area covers a large underground water body 

named Hout Al Baggar that is supplemented 

by heavy rains. Despite the negative impact of 

desertification and climate change, the area is 

densely forested with acacia forests that support 

the cultivation of gum arabic and acacia woods. 

It also serves as a source of green pasture 

during the dry seasons for Darfurian nomads 

and their animals.

PART II
Background to the 
Conflict
The ongoing conflict between Al-Zoyoud and 

Awlad Omran, both sub-groups of Misseriya 

Humur, dates back to the early 1990s.

 

Initially, the Al-Zoyoud tribe hosted smaller 

tribes from Darfur that began migrating to their 

land in the 1980s. The tribes began migrating 

to Kordofan as a result of the growing patterns 

of insecurity and banditry in Darfur as well 

as the drought that was brought on by the 

desertification process and climate change.14  

Al-Zoyoud helped the tribes settle in the area 

and provided them with agricultural land to 

support their livelihoods. 

The Awlad Omran from Al Zoyoud (Miseriya) 

protested these efforts, claiming that the land 

given to the Darfurian tribes actually belonged to 

them. In 1990, a solution to the dispute between 

the two tribes was reached at a conference 

held in the town of Nyama. The conference 

was called and organized by the non-involved 

Miseriya. The conference relied on Ajaweed 

which was the primary means of ending 

conflicts.15  A committee from the Misseriya 

tribe, comprised of Amirs16   and community 

leaders, intervened to resolve the problem.  

With the process of Ajaweed, the committee 

would include members who are not from the 

warring tribes, but hail from neighboring tribes 

that have an interest in stopping the conflict. 

11  It lies east of Al-Fula city in Al-Salam Locality.
12  This was provided by the Animal Resources Unit. Abyei Locality. (Please provide how you got this information)
13  This information was provided by a Field Officer at Beleila Oil-Field in an interview conducted on 28 February 2014.
14  The smaller tribes from Darfur migrated for the same reasons that ten years later would ignite the Darfur conflict. 
15 Ajaweed comes from the word Judiya which is performed within the context of the tribal setting and is usually conducted 
by elders and traditional leaders from both sides of the conflict who use the tribal values and customs to mediate and resolve 
disagreements. It is recognized and respected by both sides of the conflict.
16  Amir the name use for the community leader by Nomad tribes , like in Uganda you have the Kabaka  of 
Buganda
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The committee tasked with solving the dispute 

between the two tribes is called the Judiaa 

committee.17 The Judiaa committee relied on 

a traditional conflict resolution mechanism 

known as Uraf (customary laws) which enabled 

the committee to allocate each group separate 

land and water resources and cattle routes. 

This succeeded in temporarily stopping the 

fighting, but the change in land access and 

use affected the livelihoods of both groups 

as each group was limited to land designated 

by the committee. Some local markets were 

shut down, pastoralist routes were altered 

and private property was lost as people from 

both sides were relocated to areas they were 

unfamiliar with. Children were also impacted as 

the new areas had limited basic education and 

healthcare facilities, and existing schools were 

already running at high capacity.18 

Although these customary laws temporarily 

ended the conflict, the Ajaweed attempts of 

1990 were simply a compromise and were not 

validated in writing which made it easier for 

both parties to withdraw from later on.

Further complicating the situation, in 1992 

and 1993, the government began distributing 

agricultural land to government officials. 

The government did this on the basis that 

uninhabited land or land that was inhabited 

by people who were unable to provide 

documents that confirmed their ownership as 

stated in the Land Law of 1970 belonged to 

the government.19  This government action was 

done so without consultation or compensation 

of the locals. In Dar Misseriya, however, 

historically the indigenous people owned the 

land. Land ownership is not registered since 

it is done orally with the knowledge of land 

ownership passed down to generations. This is 

a widespread cultural practice by the Misseriya 

tribe as most do not value the necessity of 

acquiring formal registration or documentation. 

In fact, registering births, acquiring birth and 

death certificates and citizenship documents is 

often neglected.  

Additionally, for tribes such as the Misseriya, 

acquiring nationality documentation is a 

complicated process because they live in 

remote areas that are far from the central part 

of the country and so have limited access to 

offices that provide official documentation; but 

also due to the fact that such a tribe’s decent is 

challenged based on, “historically entrenched 

problems related to the hierarchical ordering of 

Sudanese society based on ethnicity, religion 

and regional origin”.20  Writing on the obstacles 

facing Sudan when it comes to nationality and 

citizenship, Munzoul Asaal of the University of 

Khartoum stated that the “standards of proof” 

when it comes to accessing nationality and 

official documents are especially higher for 

ethnic groups that overlap national borders or 

have kinship in neighboring countries.21

17  The Judiaa committee is a custom committee used in all conflict cases. And the committee must be higly respected by all 
asides. It has also been a long historical heritage as an important mechanism for traditional tribal conflict mediation. 
18  This information was provided by , Mohamed Ibrahim Ismail, a lawyer from Awlad Omran, in a field interview that was 
conducted on 19 February 2015.
19  As earlier stated, the Land Law of 1970 states that any land without documented ownership from the Land Law of 1925 
belongs to the government. 
20 Please provide a proper reference for this, the one available is not sufficient or consistent with the rest of the references. 
21 Munzoul A. M. Assal, Nationality and Citizenship Questions in Sudan after the Southern Sudan Referendum Vote, (Bergen: Chr. 
Michelsen Institute, 2011; SR 2011;1
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In this line, when the agricultural lands were sold 

and although they belonged to cattle-herders 

from the Misseriya, they were not consulted and 

the government did not investigate the issue of 

land ownership. 

In 1993, the conflict between cattle-herders 

spread throughout the, Qowizat, an area that 

lies 50 kilometers to the southeast of, Al-

Mujlad, town and is a pastoralist route. By the 

end of the conflict, 126 people had been killed 

and 72 people had been seriously wounded in 

an armed conflict that saw the mutual use of 

Kalshinkov guns and Jem-3s in addition to other 

small arms. 22

In November 1994, the GoS intervened and 

sent Al-Zubeir Mohamed Salih, a member of the 

Revolutionary Council of the Inqaz revolution,23  

to Ed Dain city,24  and both sides were forced 

to sign the agreement. The agreement was part 

of a reconciliation process which took place in 

November 1994 and was hosted by Al-Nazir 

Madibo a traditional leader of the Al-Rizegat tribe. 

The government’s interference in the affairs of 

the tribe neglected to take into account the 

resolution reached through traditional conflict-

resolution mechanisms and blood money (dia)25  

was not paid to both sides by the government. It 

is this financial aspect that many local actors feel 

has fuelled and further complicated the conflict 

since traditionally, the procedure of paying the 

blood money (dia) is seen as a punishment 

and it put pressure and responsibility on the 

person accused of taking another life. Once the 

perpetrator is identified and the blood money 

(dia) is calculated, the perpetrator is obliged 

to pay it through his own resources i.e.money 

or cattle. If the resources do not add up to the 

cost, the relatives intervene to assist in payment 

of the blood money (dia) which becomes an 

obligation of the entire tribe. This age-old 

process was meant to deter conflicts by holding 

the perpetrators accountable and making 

conflicts financially draining to the livelihoods of 

the tribes. Another factor that fueled the conflict 

has been a political aspect or dimension to it 

and this political approach and means were 

wrongly calcualted. The politician involved had 

the interest of political balance in mind rather 

than to solve the conflict as the parties involved  

so desire .

Historically, government intervention in local 

conflict was done through neutral bodies such 

as retired judges, administrative officers and 

police officers. These government officials 

coordinated with the native administration and 

took on the main role in ending the conflicts 

while the government merely observed. 

However, since 1993, the government has been 

heavily involved in the reconciliation process 

through its appointed tribal leaders as well as 

using state money to pay settlements which 

has disrupted the traditional process. 

22  This information was obtained from a senior native leader (Amir) of Al-Zoyoud Emara, Al-Nazeer Jibreel Al-Mujlad, in a field 
interview on 28 February 201.5
23  Al-Zubeir Mohamed Salih was the first Vice President of Sudan until his death in a plane crash in 1998.
The Inqaz revolution is a term used by the National Islamic Front (NIF) to describe the 1989 military coup which brought them to 
power. The NIF are currently called the National Congress Party (NCP) and they are the ruling party in Sudan.
24  Ed Dain City is the capital of East Darfur State.
25   This is money given to a victim’s family or tribe due to a crime committed. In the tradition of the Misseriya tribe, it is money that 
will be paid to the victim or to those who inherit him/her and based on the traditions; blood money is collected from the tribe as a 
whole and given to the family of the victim or the blood kin. 
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Causes of the Conflict
Since 2000, the causes of the conflict 

between the Misseriya tribes emanated from 

the exploration and production of oil in West 

Kordofan state. 

The policies of the petroleum companies and 

other institutions working in the petroleum 

industry led to land problems as tribes in the 

area scrambled to acquire large areas of land 

that oil-exploration missions were expected to 

pass through, or acquire permits for projects 

that were charged with issuing land titles 

to certain Misseriya affiliated to the ruling 

government. These policies therefore, enabled 

landless people to gain access to land that 

was historically owned by others. This was 

exacerbated by people’s ignorance in historical 

ownership and lands laws and the fact that oil 

companies did not adequately compensate 

land owners in the areas where pipelines 

run through or those were oil production and 

exploration was carried out26

Compensation
The compensation process has been riddled 

with flaws that have caused grave injustices to 

landowners.27  First, due to the lack registration 

of land, when news about compensation spread 

in Dar Misseriya, different Misseriya sub-groups 

occupied land that was demarcated for oil 

production and exploration. Secondly, …. when 

money for compensation was being handed out, 

it was given to the alleged owners of the land 

with no means of verification to ascertain that 

they were the rightful owners. This meant that 

the historical owners were not compensated. 

Again, the calculation method of the 

compensation process was not up to the 

expectation of the aggrieved parties like the 

gum Arabica tree evaluation because you can 

get less than what you expect, as a result of  

unilateral  action done by the company as there 

was no consensus in arriving at such calculation. 

There are two kinds of compensation systems 

in the area: 

1. Direct compensation is granted to a 

landowner for an agricultural plot affected 

by: a road, the emergence of oil wells, the 

construction of a camp and the removal 

of crops. In such cases, a committee 

comprised of representatives from the 

native administration, the Popular Defense 

Forces (PDF), the National Intelligence and 

Security Services (NISS), the prosecutor-

general and the petroleum company 

in question are appointed to conduct a 

survey of the possible impact and damage 

to local land and property. The survey is 

submitted to the Ministry of Energy which 

then orders the petroleum company to pay 

compensation that is subsequently divided 

between the different sectors which 

includes the different groups inhabiting 

the land and claiming damages. According 

to local sources, its either the supposed 

owners gets a fraction of the compensation 

or the real owners get non at all because 

of no standard protocol or high level of 

corruption.. 

2. Indirect Compensation: Rather than the 

payment of money, this compensation 

is made through the provision of basic 

services to affected communities such as 

the provision of a new well or health center. 

This form of compensation has had its own 

challenges for example, a health center 

was reportedly built in Tomsah village in 

compensation for the Dafra oil-well, 15 

kilometers north of the village; but the health 

centre lacks medical supplies.   Another 

26  This information was provided by an Official in Mechanism for Social Reform and Peaceful Co-existence, in Al-Debab Locality, 
in a fiel interview that was conducted on 19 February 2015.
27  Field Researcher Interview, Mohamed Ibrahim Ismail, lawyer from Awlad Omran, 19 February 2015
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health center, built as compensation in 

Beleila, is reportedly yet to open owing to 

the lack of health professionals in the area.28 

However, most of the locals do not consider 

provision of basic services as a form of 

compensation because they believe it is 

the government’s duty to provide them.  

Both methods of compensation have been had 

shortcomings. The first is high levels of corruption 

which have been reported by local sources that 

when it comes to direct compensation, the 

committee takes a significant portion of the 

payment while a slim amount goes to the rightful 

persons. Secondly, the actual landowners are 

sometimes unaware that others are receiving 

compensation for their land. Thirdly there is no 

transparent and definite mechanism used to 

calculate the amount of compensation and so 

most people are not informed about why they 

receive varied amounts in compensation. For 

instance, compensation for agricultural plots is 

calculated by acre while trees like the Indian/

tropical almond (Terminalia Catappa), Sadr tree 

(Rhamnus Hirsuta) and Acacia, are valued at 100 

Sudanese pounds (SDG) yet at some places it’s 

not valued the same cost.

These shortcomings coupled with a lack 

of knowledge about the complex tribal 

composition from the company and relations in 

the area, has led to fighting and armed clashes 

by the sub-groups who were not satisfied with 

the amount of compensation they received. 

For example, In 2012, a series of bloody armed 

confrontations took place between Awlad-

Hebein clan  from Misseriya Zuruq and Awlad 

Sorror and Al-Matneen from Misseriya Humur in 

Al-Fardous in Western Kordofan.29  The fighting 

was sparked by the payment of compensation 

to communities affected by the construction 

of oil-wells in Al-Fardous, Beleila and Beleila 

airport, as both groups – the Misseriya Zuruq 

and Misseriya Humur - claimed ownership of the 

land in Beleila. Each group wanted to take the 

full amount of compensation without sharing it 

with the other. Conflict erupted when the body 

of a member from the Awlad Sorror clan from 

the Misseriya Humur was found dead near the 

cattle-herding routes. The Awlad Sorror clan 

retaliated by attacking the Awlad-Hebein clan  

in the eastern part of Al-Fardous, 6 kilometers 

north of Beleila.

Government authorities reportedly failed 

to intervene to resolve these October 2012 

conflicts that led to 124 deaths from both tribal 

groups.30

 
A reconciliation conference took place between 

both tribes in Ed’Dain in March 2013 and was 

attended by the First Vice-President at the time, 

Al-Haj Adam Yousif. According to interviews 

with the affected communities, the outcome 

and decisions were deemed unfair by both 

sides as they were required to keep a distance 

of 50 kilometers from one-another within the 

conflict area. This meant that both sides lost 

access to valuable grazing and agricultural 

land. Many perceived this as an attempt by the 

government to drive out the local tribes and 

monopolize the oil-rich area around Beleila. In 

January 2013,31  clashes and assignations using 

heavy weaponry occurred inside the towns  

while the Governor of South Kordofan, Ahmed 

Haroun, was present but no interventions were 

made to quell the violence until hundreds of 

people were killed during intense fighting over 

two days.32   

28 This information was provided by Al-Nazeer Jibreel Al-Mujlad, the Senior Native Leader (Amir) of Al-Zoyoud Emara, on 28 
February 2015. 
29  This area this in the south of Al-Fulla
30  An ACJPS field researcher was an eye-witness.(what do you mean by this? Did he see anyone get killed or get confirmation 
that 124 people died?)
31  ‘How tribalism continues to direct governance in Sudan’, by  Namaa Al-Mahdi published online by African Arguments on 30th 
October 2014 available at: http://africanarguments.org/2014/10/30/how-tribalism-continues-to-direct-governance-in-sudan-
by-namaa-al-mahdi/
32  An ACJPS field researcher provided this information. He was a UNDP Peace Ambassador at the Reconciliation Conference
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It should be noted that although the fighting 

was in Beleila, it also spread to the outskirts of 

Al-Fula before reaching Al-Fula where Awlad 

Hebein attacked the town where Awlad Sorror 

and Awlad Al-Matneen reside and this is an 

indication to the high levels of arms in the 

town.33

Land Issues
A large proportion of land previously used by 

Misseriya for seasonal grazing is now located 

in the new state of South Sudan or has been 

occupied by the petroleum industry and related 

fields,34 significantly reducing the area available 

to pastoralists. The reduced availability of land 

for pastoralism, together with the increase in 

environmental hazards and pollution associated 

with oil production located on traditional cattle 

routes, has had a significant impact on the 

health of livestock and crops therefore affecting 

pastoralist’s livelihoods. 

Narrative of the conflict 
between Al-Zoyoud and 
Awlad Omran on 28 May 
2014
The conflict between Al-Zoyoud and Awlad 

Omran is a result of contested agricultural 

and pastoral land estimated at 30 kilometers 

squared in the Om-Baroom area.35  It lays east of 

Nyama and 106 kilometers west of the Higleig 

oilfield. The area has one source of water for a 

population of 1,000 comprising members of the 

Al-Zoyoud, Awlad Omran and Awlad Soroor.36  

Inhabitants of the area include nomads, farmers 

and many who work in the local acacia forests 

that produce coal and gum Arabic.

In 2010, there was  an armed confrontation 

between Awlad Omran and Awlad Soroor over 

equal share and use of the land.  Fortunately, 

a solution was reached under the auspices of 

the native administration37  of Dar Misseriya 

which enabled peaceful coexistence and 

enabled both groups to feel they were equally 

benefitting from the land.38  

In March 2014, a new conflict over land ownership 

was sparked when members from Awlad 

Omran planned with the national authorities to 

divide the land into two pastoralists’ projects. 

The first project, Sabah Pastoralist Project 

was given to Hassan Mohamed Sabahi, a 

parliamentarian, who is also a member in the 

ruling NCP, representing Al-Mujlad and North 

Abyei constituency, while the second project, 

the Naseh Pastoralist Project, was given to a 

family from Awlad Omran which claims land 

ownership to a tract of land in the Om-Barroom 

area.39  In fact, the two projects lie in land which 

is owned by the Misseriya Humur, which means 

that both Awlad Omran and Al-Zoyoud have 

a right to the land. However, over the years, 

Awlad Omran have had strong representation 

in the national government enabling them to 

enjoy favours from the government and claim 

historical ownership..These projects were 

therefore, viewed as  political or a form of 

appeasement and so illegal.

33  In 2014, when the head of the Sudanese Congress Party, Ibrahim Al-Sheikh, was detained in Al-Fula, the residents of the town 
informed his family that they are armed and can break him out of the prison, but the family refused for political purposes. 
34  (Pantuliano, Egemi, Fadlalla, Farah and Abdelgadir, 2009)
35  The Om-Baroom area is communal land that all tribes can access
36 This information was provided by,, the Deputy Amir of Awlad Omran Emara, El-Dabab locality on 26 February 2015.
37  The native administration is a system of indirect rule introduced by the British Colonial administration throughout rural Sudan 
which was abolished in the 1970s, restructured and reintroduced in the 1990s. Traditionally seen as representative of tribal 
interests, the native administration is now appointed by the government; but it has been argued that they are seen as more 
accountable to the government than to their own people, with many based in towns including Khartoum, and criticised for ‘not 
being with their people’. See, Pantuliano, Egemi, Fadlalla, Farah and Abdelgadir, 2009. 
38  Ibid, what page? Need to provide a page number. 
39  Ibid
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Shortly after the projects became known  in 

2014, a family from the Al-Zoyoud tribe filed a 

complaint with the rural court in Nyama headed 

by Hamid Al-Boda. However, delays in the court 

proceedings led to a rapid deterioration in the 

relations between the clans. The Governor 

of West Kordofan intervened by: halting the 

progress of the two project in Om-Baroom, 

stopping the agricultural production until a 

settlement could be reached and cancelled the 

name “Sabah” from the first agricultural project 

until the continuation of the court proceedings.40   

Both parties relocated from the area, and only 

a small number of civilians from the Al-Zoyoud 

tribe remained to use the water source to feed 

their cattle as they awaited the rainy reason. 

However, members from the Awlad Omran 

took the water generator with them when they 

resettled, claiming it belonged to them. This 

was how the conflict was born.

As the conflict began surfacing, the head of 

Al-Dabab locality, a government official, who is 

from Al-Dabab area, from Awlad Omran tribe, 

tried to contain the development of the conflict 

through community-level conferences. He also 

began planning four reconciliation conferences 

in four areas where the tribes are represented i.e. 

Al-Dabab locality, Nyama (which is the center of 

Awlad Omran), Al-Dabkar, and Al-Monura area.41  

Two conferences in Al-Dabab were held on 17 

May 2014 and in Al-Delem area (Al-Monura) on 

23 May 2014.

 

However, the then Governor of West Kordofan 

state, Ahmed Khamis, decided to dismiss the 

head of Al-Dabab locality on 25 March 2014 

and as a result, the planned reconciliation 

conferences in Tama and Al-Dabkar were not 

held.   

On 28 May 2014, a delegation of both tribes 

opted to visit the disputed area to reach a 

solution on the issue of relocation of civilians to 

other areas and to return the water generator to 

its original location. On the way to Om-Baroom, 

one of the three vehicles transporting the 

delegation – the car carrying representatives 

from the native administration of the Al-Zoyoud 

tribe – was shot at by unknown attackers. One 

delegate, Musa Bagadi, was killed, and three 

others were injured including Ahmed Hamed 

Ahmed.42  

The news of the attack reached the contested 

area in the late afternoon of the same day and 

armed clashes erupted between members of 

Al-Zoyoud and Awlad Omran in the Om-Baroom 

area, leading to deaths and injuries of fighters of 

both tribes.43   The casualties were as follows: 10 

people were killed and 6 were wounded from 

the Alwad Omran tribe while 1 person was killed 

and 21 wounded from the Al-Zoyoud tribe.

 

After this incident, which took place just before 

the annual northbound migration of tribes 

across Dar Misseriya, the two sides started to 

gather in camps close to the contested area to 

prepare for further confrontation

The government failed to take any action, 

despite being informed of the developments 

and having a military outpost where Popular 

Defence Forces (PDF) were stationed. 

Petroleum-protection police forces were also 

stationed at Nyama, 8 kilometers from the 

conflict area with 132 petroleum protection 

police officers.  The petroleum protection 

police forces are different from the other police 

forces because they are only concerned with 

petroleum issues.

40  Ibid
41 The Al-Monura area has a majority of people from the Al-Zoyoud tribe. 
42  This information was provided by the Deputy Amir of Awlad Omran Emara, El-Dabab locality, in a field interview conducted on     
     26 February 2015.
43  Ibid
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The conflict spread along the pastoralist routes 

and reached large towns inhabited by members 

of both tribes. It expanded to Nyama, the 

nearest town to the centre of the initial conflict, 

which is 106 kilometers west of Higleig and 50 

kilometers north of Dafra oil-field44  and to Al-

Dabab45,  where members from Al-Zoyoud clan 

fled from their homes, leaving behind property, 

fearing that the government would fail to 

protect them. People from other areas also fled 

their homes for instance residents from both 

tribes in Kilo 50, Al-Dabkar, Al-Munera all fled.46  

Similar to other conflicts in the area, the fighters 

remained while the unarmed civilians, men, 

women, children and the elderly fled the towns 

en masse as they foresaw a bloody conflict 

based on the short time it took for the conflict 

to escalate. Because the decision to flee was 

made quickly, civilians left their property, stores 

and valuable items. In fact, the government told 

the civilians not to return to their homes until 

the conflict was resolved due to lack of means 

and forces to protect them from being harmed 

by the conflict.47 

By the 1 June 2014, the fighting shifted to Om-

Rakeez area and Om-Senena, near the pastoralist 

routes in the north, resulting in ten deaths and 

thirteen injuries to members of Awlad Omran 

and three deaths and five wounded to members 

of Al-Zoyoud. Fighting from late May until the 1st 

of June increased insecurity in the area due to 

cattle and property theft which forced civilians 

to flee and abandon their property. The situation 

was exacerbated by bandits who burnt villages 

but it is unclear who they were affiliated with. 

The locals suspected that the bandits were 

composed of other tribes who took advantage 

of the precarious situation and stood to benefit 

from pillaging the resources left behind. 

Moreover, the villages of Al-Dabkar where the 

Al-Zoyoud are residents and Deleim where the 

Awlad Omran form a majority of residents were 

burned down . It should be noted that Deleim 

is a mixed village as the Al-Zoyoud also reside 

there and it was only burned down after the 

residents left. 

Following the clashes on 1 June, there were 

twenty days of calm. During this time, the 

Sudanese government made no attempts at 

conflict resolution which angered the civilians 

as the government did not provide alternative 

such as safe shelter and only advised them to 

flee their homes because there were no forces 

available to protect them and their property. 

The government should have provided security 

and made attempts to de-escalate the conflict 

when it erupted. On 27 June 2014, after exactly 

twenty-six days, fighting erupted again, this 

time in Mogtaia and Feshek, 40 kilometers 

south-east of Al-Mujled again between the 

Al-Zoyoud and the Awlad Omran. The fighting 

continued throughout the day, resulting in 120 

deaths and 124 wounded from the fighters from 

both sides.48

Although unarmed civilians were not directly 

involved in the fighting, women tended to the 

wounded from their clans mate during the 

period of the intense fighting in May and June 

2014 until it ended. The bodies were buried 

two days later by the locality government 

represented by the mayor of Al-Mujled and the 

security committee. 

44  The north of the Dafra oil-fiels is the border that was demarcated by the International Court of Justice in the Hague in its case 
on the settlement of the Abyei borders. Can you please cite the case in this footnote?
 45 This area is where the head of the locality is located and it is inhabited by a majority from Awlad Omran and a smaller number 
from Al-Zoyoud tribe.
46  This information was provided by, the Deputy Amir of Awlad Omran Emara, El-Dabab locality, in a field interview that was 
conducted on 26 February 2015.
47  This information is based on interviews conducted by the ACJPS field researcher. 
48  Ibid
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Eye-witnesses expressed concern that the 

pattern of violence changed over the course of 

the conflict, and there were reports of mutilated 

corpses – bodies were found with the ears or 

nose cut off, or intestines removed and this 

mutilation happened after the battles.49  

Details on the Weaponry 
Used 50 

According to eye-witness accounts, many of 

those engaged in the fighting wore uniform 

either from the PDF or SPLM-N. The Misseriya 

are fighters and were among the strong recruits 

of the PDF during the conflict and it was very 

common to find Misseriya youth wearing the 

uniform of the PDF even during periods of no-

fighting. Moreover, the relations with the SPLM-

North were based on the tribe’s livelihoods 

strategies and were in light of the ongoing 

attempts to improve the relations with South 

Sudan as the nomadic nature of the tribes makes 

it keen to protect its right to water sources and 

grazing lands that they have accessed over the 

years during times of war and peace.51  

The availability of arms and ammunition in stems 

in large part from the engagement of the local 

population in the PDF and the Mujahedeen52  

during Sudan’s civil war. Disarmament, 

Demobilisation and Rehabilitation (DDR) 

initiatives were not extended to Dar Misseriya 

after the signing of the Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement (CPA) in 2010 as the main focus 

of the program was on SPLM/A as they were 

a rebel group whose forces were supposed 

to be integrated into the national army while 

the PDF combatants were not given priority in 

the process and the DDR programme did not 

extend to their area.53  The availability of arms in 

the region has been further exacerbated by its 

location, which shares borders with the conflict 

zones of Darfur and South Kordofan.54  West 

Kordofan’s border with South Sudan has further 

facilitated local access to international arms 

and arms deals.   

Kalashnikov, Gem-3, Doshka and RPG (7) were 

used during the fighting. 

The Sudanese authorities have also armed 

members of the Misseriya since the signing 

of the CPA. In May 2011, according to local 

sources, members of the Misseriya , militia 

who just PDF were armed to fight the Dinka-

Ngok in Abyei. 7,000 Kalashnikov guns were 

distributed to the PDF troops with each sub-

group of the Misseriya represented provided 

with a land-cruiser loaded with Doshka and 600 

motorcycles.  After the clashes in Abyei, and the 

subsequent occupation of the area by the GoS, 

the arms belonging to the SPLM were seized 

by the Misseriya fighters.  Similarly, in March 

2012, when conflict between Sudan and South 

Sudanese troops broke out in Higleig, 13,000 

arms were reportedly distributed to the PDF and 

Mujahedeen, many of whom were members of 

the Misseriya.55  These mobilization was general 

all over including the militia force.

49  This information was provided by a focus group discussion in Babanosa,on 21 and 22 February 2015.
Women who are married to members of the other tribe were impacted. The family of a woman who is married to a member of the 
warring tribe took her away with her children to avoid complications, This left her in limbo as she was still married but living away 
from her husband.
50  These details were obtained from a fighter who participated in the conflict through an informal interview. .
51  This information was provided by a human rights activist from Al-Zoyoud tribe in field interview that was conducted in Al-Fula 
Market on 21 February 2015. 
52  The Mujaheden are those tha perform ‘jihad’. They are informal militias that rose to prominence in the 1990s during the war on 
South Sudan.
53  (Pantuliano, Egemi, Fadlalla, Farah and Abdelgadir, 2009)
54   Some heavy weapons are bought in the Eastern Mountains that are controlled by the SPLM-N.  Also, Major-General 
Bandr(please provide his full name), from the Missreya, who was the mayor of Kileik locality and joined the SRF was accused of 
providing arms, however, those interviewed have denied this.  
55  A video on you-tube called “Wad-Ibrahim supervising the Janjaweed” actually shows Brigadier-General Mohamed Ibrahim 
known as Wad Ibrahim supervising Mujahideen from the Missreya tribe.
Mohamed:2015. (What does this mean or refer to?)
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According to local sources, the western 

part of West Kordofan state has the heaviest 

concentration of arms, and arms-dealing is 

widespread.56  

PART III
Responses to the Conflict
In response to the lack of action by the 

Government of Sudan and the inability of the 

native administration to contain or control the 

conflict within the Misseriya, local youth formed 

The Youth Popular Humanitarian Committee 

Initiative (YPHCI) in the greater Abyei locality. 

The youth initiative called for a ceasefire and 

provided basic humanitarian assistance to the 

victims of the conflict based on donations they 

collected as well as psycho-social support by 

visiting families that were affected by the conflict 

and speaking to them about the importance of 

bringing peace to the area.57 

In June 2014, YPHCI conducted a mission to 

the areas affected by the conflict, including Al-

Dabab, 50 Kilo, Al-Dabkar and Baraka, aimed 

at encouraging a cessation of hostilities. On 24 

June, a memorandum drafted by YPHCI was 

signed by representatives of the residents of 

the four affected communities at the teachers 

syndicate hall in Al-Mujled city. A number of 

observers were present at the signing including: 

members of the native administration; the 

Administrative Director of Al-Mujled locality, 

Nasr Al-Deen Mohamed Rabeh; a representative 

from Nama; a leader from Al-Mujlad’s military, 

Colonel Thomas Teel and Lieutenant Colonel 

Adam Abdel Rahman from the SAF; and a 

number of religious men.

Role of Ajawid Committees and Al-Humur 

Committee

In July 2014, a joint committee of the Al-Falaita 

and Al-Ajayra clans was formed in Al-Mujlad 

city. The joint committee, referred to as the 

Al-Humur committee was headed by Al-Amir58  

Mukhtar Babo Nimir and his deputy, Al-Amir 

Abdel-Moneim Musa Al-Shoween. 

The head of the committee and his deputy 

began working on how to get both sides to stay 

away from each others’ pastoralist routes and 

an emergency memorandum was proposed. 

On the 6 August 2014, the committee issued 

a decision that set routes for each side i.e. a 

western route was set for the Alwad Omran 

starting from Baba Nousa and a western route 

for the Al-Zoyoud from the city that did not cross 

into the other clan’s route. The committee took 

it upon itself to supervise the routes.59 

The role of the 
government in the June 
2014 fighting which 
displaced at least 22,000 
civilians
The Government of Sudan did little to intervene 

or attempt to support conflict resolution 

mechanisms despite warning indicators. 

In June 2014, on the third day of the major 

fighting which led to the death of 124 people, 

the Mayor of Abyei locality and the security 

committee in the locality visited the area to 

support the identification and burial of the 

deceased, and to admit the wounded into local 

hospitals. The wounded from the Al-Zoyoud 

tribe were taken to the hospital in Babnousa 

and Al-Fula while those from the Awlad Omran 

tribe were admitted into Al-Mujlad hospital.60 

56  This information was provided by a focus group discussion in Babanosa on 21 and 22 February 2015.
57  This information was provided by a member of the committee. 
58 Al-Amir means prince.
59  Ismail, 2015.
60  Ibid
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Two planes were sent by the government to 

transport a number of wounded people from 

Al-Mujlad and Babnousa to Khartoum. These 

wounded people were admitted into the police 

and military hospital because the government 

identified them as fighters in the conflict and 

so their treatment would be supervised by the 

police and army forces so that they would be 

arraigned after they healed. 

The government, through the Governor of West 

Kordofan state, had previously intervened by 

sacking two officials, the Al-Dabab Mayor and 

the Deputy-Head of the NCP in the state, both 

affiliated with Al-Amir Ismail Hamdeen of the 

Awlad Omran tribe. Their dismissal was linked 

to a disagreement between the Governor and 

the Amir on how best to resolve the conflict. The 

dismissals – widely seen as a stunt to reduce the 

political power of the Amir – further increased 

tensions.  On 30 June 2014, the Governor 

visited Al-Mujlad with a large government 

delegation to settle the disagreement with 

the Amir and discuss the situation. After the 

meeting, the Governor stated that the situation 

was under control which resulted in the 

prevention of civil society organizations and 

international organizations from: accessing the 

area; providing humanitarian assistance and 

accurately reporting the extent and impact 

of the conflict. There was a critical need for 

health-care provision as the hospitals were ill-

equipped to do so there was scarcity of food 

especially for internally displaced persons 

(IDPs) who were mostly women and children. 

22,000 civilians were displaced as estimated by 

an observer with in-depth knowledge about the 

population density in the Al-Dabab, Al-Munera, 

Al-Dabkar, Baraka and Nama villages.   

The Reconciliation and Peaceful Coexistence 

Mechanism - a national government body - 

communicated with organizations working 

in peace-building to provide funding for 

assistance and support all sides to reach a 

solution. In this case, the government did not 

allow organizations to provide humanitarian 

assistance, but accepted the assistance 

of the UN agencies only to prepare for the 

reconciliation conference. This decision 

enabled the United Nations Development 

Programme  (UNDP), through its Joint Conflict-

Reduction Programme, to hold two workshops 

prior to the reconciliation conference. Other 

organizations also supported the reconciliation 

conference that was set to take place on 6 

November 2014, but was postponed by over a 

week due to a delay in preparations. 

The Reconciliation 
Conference
From 15 to 19 November 2014, a reconciliation 

conference was held between the Al-Zoyoud 

and Awlad Omran in Al-Nuhud, West Kordofan 

state. The conference was hosted by the Amir 

of Dar Humur clan  and attended by 15 Amir’s 

from different Sudanese tribes as well as 

senior government officials, including the then 

Second Vice-President Hassabo Mohamed 

Abdel-Rahman, the then Minister of Federal 

Affairs and the West Kordofan State Governor, 

Ahmed Khamis.

 

The conference delegates agreed to freeze 

all investment projects within the conflict area 

until the situation was resolved similar to the 

decision made by West Kordofan’s Governor 

in 2014 on the Sabah and Naseh projects. 

According to official conference documents, 

by the time the conference was convened, the 

Awlad Omran had lost 19.5 million SDG while 

Al-Zoyoud had lost 86.2 million SDG in property 

damage, animal resources and destruction of 

water resources.61

61  This information was provided by an observer who attended the Ajaweed Meeting at Al-Nuhud Conference, on 3 February 
2015. It should be noted that his brothers and relatives took part in the fighting.
The statistics were produced in the reconciliation conference document. 
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The conference 
participants agreed 
on the following 
recommendations: 

1. For oil revenues to be spent on services 

and development and not for personal 

benefit.

2. For the rehabilitation and maintenance of 

water stations to be used by both tribes 

to avoid clashes.

3. Build two model villages with basic 

services for both tribes.62 

4. Hold a follow up conference to put into 

place a comprehensive vision for land 

use in Misseriya areas. 

5. Constitute a body that would implement 

the outcomes of the reconciliation 

conference.

6. Construct wells and dams that would 

cater to the needs of the area, especially 

water, during the summer period.

7. Enact a law that would reflect the 

outcomes of the reconciliation 

conference between the Al-Zoyoud and 

the Awlad Omran that was held in Al-

Nuhud city between 15-19 November 

2014.

Following the conference, the Legislative 

Council of West Kordofan state held an 

emergency session and passed a law that will 

hold all parties responsible for implementation 

and criminalise breach of the conference 

decisions.

PART IV
The Current Situation
Unfortunately the reconciliation conference 

failed to solve tensions.  Just three days after 

the conference, on the 23rd of November 2014, 

a confrontation occurred between the two clans 

in Kowak.63  Members from the Al-Zoyoud clan 

had arrived in the area for grazing but members 

of the Awlad Omran objected because the 

area, Masarat (western grazing route) is located 

west of the landfill and according to one of the 

outcomes of the conference, was designated 

exclusively for the Awlad Omran. Members 

from the Al Zoyoud disagreed on what 

constituted the western route designated by 

the conference and the dispute escalated into 

an armed clash, resulting in the death of seven 

people from Al-Zoyoud and twenty-three from 

Awlad Omran.64  In essence, the routes created 

were not understood. The committee was 

supposed to do the follow up with support from 

the government.

On the 24th of November 2014, fighting 

between the two sides intensified in Kowak 

when members of the Awlad Omran obtained 

two land cruisers belonging to the Sudanese 

Armed Forces, loaded with Doshka guns. It 

is unclear how the vehicles and ammunition 

were obtained but a reportedly large number 

of young people from the Awlad Omran work in 

the armed forces.

When representatives from the Al Zoyoud 

inquired with the armed forces, they were 

informed that vehicles had been stolen and the 

perpetrators were being investigated.

62  This would be the responsibility of the government. 
63  Kowak lies near one of the arms (what do you mean by arms?) of Bahr Arab, south-east of Nama.
64 , 2015. (Reference is incomplete)
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25 land cruisers belonging to the Sudanese 

Armed Forces appeared at the scene to 

disengage the two sides and they came 

under attack and it was unclear which side 

targeted them, resulting in the loss of lives 

of two soldiers, prompting the armed forces 

to shoot, indiscriminately. The human losses 

have not been confirmed, but local sources 

at the conference have estimated that 170 

people may have died and 150 were wounded. 

However, 137 bodies were counted and 

identified  from both sides  by the conference  

and  were buried by civilians and the army. The 

wounded were transferred to hospitals in Al-

Mujlad, Higleig, Khartoum and Al-Fula under 

police guard and later transferred to prison 

cells in Al-Mujlad, Higleig, Khartoum and Al-

Fula, respectively, to await trials on charges of 

violence incitement. 45 people went to trial. 

Shortly afterwards, a committee composed 

of the native administration of both clans  and 

government officials including police, national 

security and army representatives visited the 

scene to investigate the incidents and identify 

perpetrators. The Committee submitted a 

report to the governor of the state. Until today, 

the content of the report remains undisclosed. 

Several clashes have erupted between the two 

clans. Four people got injured but no casuality  

since that time, with the most recent clash 

in March 2015, at Kilo 13. Which falls under Al 

Falaita clan? Unknown gunmen open fire on 

a truck. The Governor of West Kordofan called 

the leaders of Al Falaita to enquire about the 

incident given that the conference resolution 

was that any violation would be a personal 

responsibility. However, the leaders denied 

any responsibilities. They reach decisions that, 

no such incident should ever happen again 

by prohibiting people from carrying guns into 

towns and use of motor cycles since it is use for 

committing crimes.

The Misseriya and other tribes
The preceding information focused on the 

conflict within the Misseriya tribe i.e. between 

the Awlad Omran and Al-Zoyoud clans. However, 

the Misseriya also has long-standing conflict 

with other tribes, in particular the Rizeigat of 

Darfur and the Dinka-Ngok of Abyei. 

In late 2014 several sources reported clashes 

between the Al-Fairaan sub-group of the 

Misseriya and the Rizeigat.65  In April 2015, 

1166 Misseriya and Rizeigat tribesmen were 

reportedly killed in clashes between the two 

groups over stolen goats.

Sporadic low-level clashes between the 

Misseriya and Dinka Ngok of Abyei remain a 

pressing concern. Clashes have been most 

recently linked to the contested status of 

Abyei. In 2013, an unofficial referendum was 

staged in Abyei67  with the majority Dinka-Ngok 

population voting to join South Sudan whilst 

members of the minority Misseriya population 

held a parallel68  referendum. 

The Misseriya have for centuries crossed the 

porous border into what is currently South Sudan 

as they share grazing and water resources 

with the Dinka of Northern Bahr Al-Ghazal. 

The Misseriya have traditionally migrated to 

pastures in Northern Bahr Al-Ghazal after the 

rainy season and the Dinka Malual are usually 

available during the other seasons. 

65  Fresh clashes between Misseriya and Rizeigat in West Kordofan -https://radiotamazuj.org/en/article/fresh-clashes-
between-misseriya-and-rizeigat-west-kordofan
66  ‘Fresh clashes between Misseriya and Rizeigat tribes’published by Radio Tamazuj, 7th April 2015 available at: https://
radiotamazuj.org/en/article/fresh-clashes-between-misseriya-and-rizeigat-tribes
67 Abyei opts to join South Sudan in unofficial referendum - http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-24761524
68  Sudan’s Misseriya to hold counter-referendum in Abyei - http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article48623
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As South Sudan separated, what used to 

be a porous border with tribal movement 

managed by the native administration became 

an international border managed by armed 

forces.69  

The separation was worrisome for the Misseriya 

as they felt that their livelihoods would be 

jeopardized, however, the Dinka Malual held a 

conference with the Misseriya and the Rizeigat 

of Darfur to ensure that their right to return 

during the migration seasons is respected. 

This was constituted into an agreement with 29 

articles70 that would be respected by both sides. 

Both tribes, the Misseriya and Dinka Malual 

organize regular pre-migration conferences to 

facilitate the nomadic lifestyle of the tribes as 

well as protect each other from pressing issues 

such as land mines.

West Kordofan state
The creation of West Kordofan was reinstated in 

April 2013 after its dissolution by the CPA and 

its division into Northern and Southern Kordofan 

states. Some observers considered this a move 

by the NCP to restrict the oil map into a state 

that is more stable than Southern Kordofan 

where the Khartoum government is fighting the 

rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement- 

North (SPLM-N) and this was a move pushed 

forward by Ahmed Haroun as part of his 

elections strategy.71   For the Misseriya, this re-

division of the states into North, West and South 

Kordofan was more favorable, and viewed as 

restitution of their territory in West Kordofan 

after its dissolution after the signing of the CPA.

Moreover, 

West Kordofan creates an administrative 

distance between the Misseriya and the Nubba 

who they had to struggle with over resources in 

greater Southern Kordofan. 

Political Loyalty
Historically, similar to the agricultural and 

nomad tribes in Darfur like the Al Furr and 

the Bagara, the Misseriya have supported the 

Umma Party. However, similar to their targeting 

of trade unions in an attempt to suppress any 

possible organized opposition, the NCP was 

keen on weakening the native administration. It 

did so by appointing chiefs loyal to the NCP and 

deposing the three traditional nazirs who were 

loyal to the Umma party. This was dangerous 

because it changed the age-old peaceful and 

organized power transfer where leadership 

in the native administration was inherited 

and not a government job with financial and 

political gain. Currently, the struggle continues 

between a traditional leadership by inheritance 

with loyalty to the Umma party and the new 

elites who represent the interests of the NCP.72  

Not only did the meddling into the structure 

of the native administration affect its party 

loyalty, it also weakened their position in the 

society, rendering them symbolic more than 

effective. The political polarization of the native 

administration also contributed to making the 

reconciliation attempts they are involved with 

as symbolic as their political status in society 

and easily overshadowed by government 

interference. 

 

69  Abdalla, Jammaa Ali. People to people diplomacy in a pastoral system: a case from Sudan and South Sudan. 2013
70  Misseriya nomads welcomed in Northern Bahr al Ghazal pastures –
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/article/misseriya-nomads-welcomed-northern-bahr-al-ghazal-pastures
71  Reinstating West Kordofan state “dodging responsibility”, says SPLM-N- http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article46201
72  Ibid
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In 2010, Ibrahim Al-Sheikh, the Sudanese 

Congress Party (SCP) head won the 

Governorship of West Kordofan creating political 

instability for the NCP and this continued as the 

SCP built political support in the last few years. 

It remains unclear the extent to which the SCP 

appeals to the Misseriya, but, there was has 

been great support and solidarity shown by the 

Misseriya SCP members have been imprisoned 

like, Ibrahim Al-Sheikh, the party head.73  Ibrahim 

Al-Sheikh was detained at Al Nuhod in West 

Kordofan and later transferred to Al Fula 

prison following his criticism of the militia later 

known as Rapid Support Forces for committing 

violations against civilians.

73  Ibrahim Al-Sheikh  is widely respected and is seen as the son of the area. Some people from the Misseriya tribe wanted to 
break into the prison in Al-Fula and release him by force.
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CONCLUSION 
The conflicts in Dar Misseriya are driven by 

the changes in livelihoods experienced by 

the Misseriya as a result of a multitude of 

factors namely: the oil industry which created 

environmental hazards and exploited vast 

lands putting limits and unusual borders on 

the Misseriya and their cattle and pushing them 

to change their traditional way of life without 

providing access to the means to do so. Firstly, 

illiteracy remains a significant problem for 

the Misseriya who even when they realize its 

importance for their children, continue to have 

difficulties accessing it with their current lifestyle 

which pushes the majority to roam around 

searching for economic opportunities or as a 

result of war-related displacement. Secondly, 

there was no proper system of compensation 

for the tribe and the compensation system did 

not respect the land ownership values in the 

tribal context. Thirdly, 

lack of water resource development continues 

to be a grave conflict issue for the Misseriya 

as the water development by the petroleum 

companies were unsustainable and very 

primitive and never solved the water shortage 

for the Misseriya who depend on it for their 

livelihoods.74  Finally, the inter-tribal conflicts 

will continue to erupt as the competition over 

land and resources increase and the Misseriya 

find themselves not part of the national 

economic activities as they remain isolated due 

to lack of roads75  linking the country’s main 

cities including the capital to their main cities 

thus making it difficult for them to promote their 

goods in the national markets. 

74  Ibid
75  Roads linking other states to West Kordofan are under construction with the road linking Al-Nuhud to Al-Fula almost 
completed.
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