
 

79 activists detained incommunicado amidst heavy crackdown on popular protests in 

Sudan 

(22 January 2018) The African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies (ACJPS) is deeply 

concerned for the safety of 79 individuals who are currently detained incommunicado following 

a recent government crackdown in response to popular protests against increase in prices of basic 

commodities that have occurred across Sudan since the beginning of January.  

ACJPS has continued to monitor the situation of protests that have occurred across Sudan since 

the start of the New Year following recent austerity measures that caused a drastic increase in 

prices of basic commodities, after the recent devaluing of the Sudanese Pound and increases in 

custom tax. Sudanese authorities have continued to use excessive force and carried out a 

campaign of massive arrests and detention, including incommunicado, of opposition political 

party leaders, journalists, students, human rights defenders/activists and individuals for their 

involvement or suspected involvement in the protests.  

Since 6 January, ACJPS has received disturbing reports on arbitrary arrests and detention, 

including incommunicado, ill-treatment and torture of individuals involved or suspected of being 

involved in the protests. On 12 January, ACJPS documented the arbitrary detention of 18 

individuals, including opposition political party leaders, students and activists, suspected of 

leading or coordinating the protests in various states across Sudan and post print-censorship of 

eight newspapers for their coverage of the peaceful protests. 

In a report published today, ACJPS documents the arrest of 131 individuals for their involvement 

or suspected involvement in the protests from 13-21 January 2016. Of the 131 individuals 

arrested, 79 are currently held incommunicado by the National Intelligence and Security Service 

(NISS). The police and the NISS have used excessive force to disperse and arrest protestors, 

including the reported use tear gas and beatings with sticks and water hose pipes. ACJPS has 

received disturbing reports of individuals being subjected to ill-treatment or torture whilst in 

detention and during the dispersal of protests. The NISS have also applied post-print censorship 

to newspapers that have attempted to cover the mass arbitrary arrests and heavy crackdown of 

the protests.   

The report provides the names of 131 individuals who were arrested, including those who remain 

in detention and at risk of torture in NISS custody, on account of their involvement, or presumed 

involvement in the protests. In the overwhelming majority of cases documented by ACJPS, the 

detainees have been held in the custody of NISS without charge or access to lawyers or family 
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visits. The lack of access for lawyers and family members to the detainees, together with the 

well-documented use by the NISS of torture and other forms of ill-treatment against detainees, 

particularly whilst held in unknown locations, gives rise to serious concerns for their safety.  

ACJPS observed that during the crackdown on the protests, high-ranking officials in the NISS 

and Police looked the other way as their subordinates beat up protestors. It was also observed 

that some NISS members disguised their faces with a cloth making it difficult to identify them. 

The advanced age of one of the protestors did not exempt him from being arrested by the 

authorities.  

NISS has targeted opposition political party leaders, journalists, human rights defenders/activists, 

students and others suspected of leading or coordinating the protests.  

Under the 2010 National Security Act (NSA), detainees can be held for up to four and a half 

months without judicial review.  ACJPS views the detention of the group to have no legitimate 

legal basis, and to be based solely on the peaceful expression of their rights to freedom of 

expression, assembly, and association. 

The Government’s response to the growing public unrest as a result of the recent austerity 

measures violates numerous rights including the right to freedom of assembly, association and 

expression, right to personal liberty, prohibition against torture and ill-treatment, among others, 

guaranteed in Sudan’s Interim National Constitution, 2005. 

ACJPS is deeply concerned about the authorisation and continued use of excessive force by 

authorities to crackdown protests in Sudan. The policing of assemblies must respect human 

rights and must be carried out in accordance with international standards, which prohibit the use 

of force unless strictly necessary and proportionate. Sudanese authorities should ensure that 

police and other security services responsible for policing demonstrations or performing other 

law enforcement duties comply with international standards on the use of force. It should be 

made clear that arbitrary or abusive use of force by security forces will be punished as a criminal 

offence. 

ACJPS is further concerned about the physical and psychological well-being of the 79 

individuals who remain in detention and at risk of torture. We urge the Government of Sudan to 

guarantee the physical safety of those in custody, grant the detainees immediate and unequivocal 

access to their lawyers and family members, and release them in the absence of valid legal 

charges consistent with international standards. If such charges exist, the detainees should be 

brought promptly before an impartial, independent and competent tribunal and guarantee their 

procedural rights at all times. 

ACJPS reiterates previous calls to the Government of Sudan to immediately end its policies of 

pre- and post- print censorship of newspapers, which severely circumscribes the availability of 

information in the public sphere and hinders freedom of expression and access to information. 



We recommend that the Sudanese Government provide compensation to the various newspapers 

for financial loss incurred as a result of the confiscations. 

 

 

Arrests prior to 16 January Protest 

On 13 and 14 January, NISS of Khartoum Bahri arrested three members of the opposition 

Sudanese Communist Party for their suspected involvement in the coordination of the 16 January 

protest organised by the Sudanese Communist Party. The three are currently being detained by 

the political department of NISS Khartoum Bahri. They include: 

1. Alhadi Adam (m), Sudanese Communist Party, Khartoum Bahri, arrested on 13 January.  

2. Arafat Jamal Eldien, Sudanese Communist Party Khartoum Bahri, arrested on 13 

January. 

3. Yasien Ahmed (m), a teacher and member of the Sudanese Communist Party, Khartoum 

Bahri, arrested on 14 January. 

 

Protest in Khartoum, 16 January 2018 

On 16 January, at 12 PM, over 1000 individuals including political opposition leaders, 

journalists, students, human rights defenders and activists participated in a peaceful march 

organised by the Sudanese Communist Party. The aim of the match was to deliver a letter 

addressed to the Governor of Khartoum state condemning the drastic increase of prices of basic 

commodities as a result of the recent austerity measures. ACJPS was informed that before the 

protest, the Sudanese Communist Party notified the Khartoum state police of their intention to 

hold the protest/march. According to eye-witness reports, at 2 AM on the day of the protest, joint 

forces of police and National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) were deployed along the 

route of the march as stated in the announcement made by the Sudanese Communist Party. 

The march kicked off from Martyrs Gardens, in central Khartoum and headed to the main 

building of Khartoum state government. About 15-20 minutes into the march, police fired tear 

gas into the crowd of protestors and were joined by NISS officers in beating up protestors and 

dispersing them. High ranking officials looked the other way as their subordinates beat up 

protestors. Some NISS members covered up their faces with cloth as they descended on the 

protestors.  

ACJPS documented the arrest of about 82 individuals following the crackdown of the January 16 

protest. 30 of those arrested are currently being held incommunicado at the NISS office in 

Khartoum Bahri. The remaining 52 detainees were released on the day of the arrest.  



According to reliable information received, the arrested persons were taken to the political 

section of the 3
rd

 floor of the NISS building in Khartoum and ordered to face the wall, with their 

hands up against the wall for long hours. 

Individuals detained by NISS in Khartoum Bahri on 16 January include: 

1. Omar Oshary,(m) , an activist, member of Sudan Change Now 

2. Yousef Alkouda, (m), Chairman of opposition Alwsat Islamic Party  

3. Mohamed Bakhit, (m) 

4. Nahid Jabralla (f), human rights defender. She was also arrested during the 2013  

September protests 

5. Alamin Alfaki, (m), a member of opposition Sudanese Communist Party. 

6. Bakri Jaad, (m) 

7. Yousef Jamal, (m) 

8. Alamin Musa Alfaki, (m) 

9. Abdalla Mohamed, (m) 

10. Abu-Bakr Taj Eldien, (m) 

11. Sedeig Yousief, (m), a member of opposition Sudanese Communist Party. Mr. Yousief’s 

advanced age of 88 did not exempt him from being arrested by the NISS. 

12. Abdulgadir Omer Deiab, (m), a member of opposition Popular Congress Party 

13. Omer Alkanzi, (m), a member of opposition Popular Congress Party 

14. Badur Eldien Mohamed, (m), an activist 

15. Sara Alhamdi, (f) 

16. Afra Sad, (f), an activist 

17. Nusiba Mesak, (f) 

18. Hader Ahmed Khari Alla, (m), a column writer with Aljareeda daily newspaper 

19. Amel Habani, (f), journalist with Al Tagheer online newspaper. According to reliable 

sources, Ms. Habani is suspected to have been tortured whilst in detention. In 2017, Ms. 

Habani was prosecuted for journalism work in 2017.  

20. Abdelgani Karma Allah, (m), a freelance writer 

21. Mafias Mohamed, (f), an advocate 

22. Egbal Mohamed Ali, (f), an advocate 

23. Samia Algai, (f), an advocate, 

24. Mudathier Khamis, (m), an advocate and human rights defender 

25. Kamal Karar, (m), a member of the Central Committee of opposition Sudanese 

Communist Party 

26. Dr. Sidgo Kabalao, (m), a member of the Central Committee of opposition Sudanese 

Communist Party 

27. Emtinan Alradi, (f), a journalist  

28. Rashan Aushie (f) , a journalist  

29. Kamal Karar, (m), member of the Central Committee of opposition Sudanese Communist 

Party 
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30. Amro Adil, (m), a student at Khartoum University  

 

Details of individuals arrested on 16 January 2018 and released : 

1. Mahjoob Ali Mahjoob, (m) 

2. Muntasir Ahmed AL haj, (m) 

3. Ishaq Ahmed Abdul-Aziz, (m) 

4. Mohamed Elhassan Mahjoob, (m) 

5. Mujahid Hamdan Gujaa, (m) 

6. Ahmed Osman Abdulrahman, (m) 

7. Sumiaa Ali Said, (f) 

8. Ahmed Fahad Gasab, (m), a national of Jordan   

9. Omer Bashir AL haj, (m), a student 

10. Abdulgadir Badur Dieab, (m) 

11. Mamoun Elfatih  Eltelib, (m), a journalist  

12. Nasur Eldien, (m) 

13. Abdulaziz Musa, (m) 

14. Abbas Mustafa, (m) 

15. Eyub Haroun, (m) 

16. Abdulwahid Hussen, (m) 

17. Rashid Numiere, (m) 

18. Ahmed Abdulrhman Hejazi, (m) 

19. Mohamed Ibrahim Kamal, (m) 

20. Mohamed Abbas Mohamed, (m) 

21. Sufian Kamal Bashier, (m) 

22. Ammar Abduldaiem, (m) 

23. Bashir Hamid Mohamed, (m) 

24. Hassan Ibrahim, (m) 

25. Juhar Ibrahim Khamis, (m) 

26. Mohamed Ali Hassan Osman, (m) 

27. Abdiulaziem Abu-kabar, (m) 

28. Najeeb Abdulrhmab Moahmed, (m) 

29. Tariq Salah Eldien, (m) 

30. Mahjoub Abdalla, (m) 

31. Abdulrhman Moahmed Abdrhman, (m) 

32. Mohamed Mohamed Osman, (m), BBC Sudan correspondent 

33. Mohamed Bilal, (m), BBC Camera man.  

34. Eman Elbagir, (f) 

35. Weam Shawgi, (f) 

36. Safia Alfadul Abdul Hamid, (f), a member of opposition Umma National Party 



37. Amina Mahmoud Shaien, (f) 

38. Newal Abu LElhassen Eisa, (f), student at Khartoum University 

39. Eiman Elbagir, (f), a student at Khartoum University 

40. Weam Shaowgi, (f), a student at Khartoum University 

41. Azza Selah, (f), a student at Khartoum University 

42. Najatte Marghani, (f)  

43. Naual Issa, (f) 

44. Magdi Alagab (m), a journalist – 

45. Imtethal Elradi (f), a journalist with Alyoum Eltali newspaper 

46. Wahaj Elteyeb (f), a journalist  

47. Muhnad Bilal (m), a journalist 

48. Samah Mohamed, (f), a journalist  

49. Rashan Aushie, (f), journalist   

50. Aziz Ibrahim, (m), a journalist with Al-Arabiya Chanel  

51. Emtinan Alradi, (f), a journalist 

52. Afraa Saad, (f), a journalist 

Protest in Omdurman- 17 January 2018 

On 17 January at 3 PM, the opposition National Umma Party organized a protest against the 

increase in prices of basic commodities. Joint forces of the NISS and police dispersed the protest 

by firing tear gas into the crowd and carried out arrests as well. 38 individuals were arrested and 

taken to the political department office of the NISS in Khartoum Bahri.  

Those arrested include: 

1. Khalid Abdul-Aziz, (m), journalist and correspondent for Reuters 

2. Abdulmounim Abo Edries, (m), a correspondent for France 24 

3. Sidig Al-Sidig Almahadi, (m), a member of Umma National Party 

4. Um Salaam Al-Sidig Almahadi, (f), Umma National Party 

5. Randa Alsadig Almahadi, (f), Umma National Party 

6. Mohamed Salih Mahjoob, (m) 

7. Waeil Fatah Alrhman, (m) 

8. Salah Bashir, (m) 

9. Dr. Abdulrahman Alamin, (m), Deputy president of opposition Umma National Party (m) 

10. Mohamed Abdalla Aldouma, (m),  Assistant President of opposition Umma National 

Party  

11. Mamoun Ahmed Ibrahim Hamdoun, (m) 

12. Erwa Alsadiq, (m), a member of the opposition Umma National Party. He was arrested 

during the 2013 September protests and subjected to torture. In 2015, he was prosecuted 

for crimes under the 2001 Combating Terrorism Act and sentenced to a fine of 10, 000 

Sudanese pounds (approximately $ 1,425). 
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13. Abdulrahman Mohamed Salih. (m) 

14. Sidig Elemam, (m) 

15. Mohamed Ahmed Alwathiq, (m) 

16. Dr. Samir Altayeb, (m) 

17. Dr. Abdo Abdurhman, (m) 

18. Essam Abu Hassabo, (m) 

19. Abu Obada Yasir, (m) 

20. Gasan Faisal Shabo, (m) 

21. Badawi Abdalla Eljak, (m) 

22. Al-Hadi Ahmed Abu Raaia, (m) 

23. Samir Altayeb, (m) 

24. Mohamed Salih Majzoub, (m) 

25. Hamdoun Ahmed, (m) 

26. Yousef Alsadiq Haroun, (m) 

27. Alsadig Mohamed Ahmed, (m) 

28. Abdo Alkhaliq Mohamed Alradi, (m) 

29. Hamad Yousef, (m) 

30. Al-Hadi Mohamed Ahmed Osman, (m) 

31. Ahmed Abdulrahman Ahmed, (m) 

32. Al-Radi Alfadul Mohamed Al-Radi, (m) 

33. Yasien Ahmed Younies, (m) 

34. Yousen Mohamed Younies, (m) 

35. Ibrahim Abdalla Karsholla, (m) 

36. Eltayeb Adam, (m) 

37. Abdulrhman Altayeb, (m) 

38. Shawgi Abdulziem, (m), a journalist and husband to Ms. Habani who was arrested the 

previous day.  

Three journalists sustained severe injuries after being beaten by police during the protests. They 

include: 

1. Bahram Abdulmonim, (m), was beaten on 17 January and sustained injuries on his right 

hand. 

2. Azza Ibn Auof, (f), was beaten during the January 16 protest 

3. Nada Ramadan,(f), was beaten during the January 16 protest 

Subsequent arrests  

The NISS continued to carry out arrests of opposition political party members and other activists 

for their suspected involvement in the coordination of the protests. Details of those arrested 

include: 



- On 17 January at 3 AM, Mohamed Mukhtar Alkhatib, Secretary of the Central 

Committee Sudanese Communist Party was arrested from his home by the NISS and 

detained at NISS office in Khartoum Bahri 

- On 18 January, at 5 PM, Mr. Amjed Fareed, a  human rights defender, was arrested from 

his home by the NISS and is being held at the NISS office in Khartoum Bahri 

- On 18 January, at 2 PM, Ms. Sarah Nugdallah, Secretary General of the opposition 

Umma Party, was arrested from her home in Omdurman and is currently being held at the 

NISS office in Khartoum Bahri. 

- On 18 January, Mr. Fathi Al-Hadi, a member of  the opposition Sudanese Communist 

Party, was arrested by the NISS of Atbara, River Nile State and released later that same 

day. 

- On 19 January, Mr. Alharth Ahmed Altoum, a member of the Central Committee of the 

opposition Sudanese Communist Party was arrested by the NISS from his home in 

Omdurman and is currently being held at the NISS office in Khartoum Bahri. 

- On 20 January, at 11 AM, Ms. Hanadi Fadul, a member of the Central Committee of the 

opposition Sudanese Communist Party was arrested by NISS from the central Khartoum 

whilst she was being driven in Khartoum. She is currently being held at the NISS offices 

in Bahri.  

Under the 2010 National Security Act (NSA), detainees can be held for up to four and a half 

months without judicial review.  ACJPS views the detention of the group to have no legitimate 

legal basis, and to be based solely on the peaceful expression of their rights to freedom of 

expression, assembly, and association. 

Student protest at University of Red Sea  

On 18 January 2018, NISS of Port Sudan, Red Sea state, raided the University of Red Sea whilst 

students were engaged in a protest against the increase in prices of basic commodities. The NISS 

officials armed with water hose pipes beat up the student protestors as they dispersed them. 

During the raid, three students were arrested and detained at the NISS office in Port Sudan. They 

include: 

1. Ayman  Salah, (m) 

2. Morwan Ibrahim, (m)  

3.  Mohamed Hamza, (m)  

 

 

 

 



Confiscation of newspapers 

From 16-21 January, the NISS prevented 

the distribution of daily print runs of three 

newspapers, Aljareeda newspaper, Akhbar 

Alwatan newspaper and Al midan 

newspaper, without any rationale. 

Al midan newspaper was prevented from 

distributing its daily print runs on 16, 17 

and 18 January 2018, without any reasons 

given. Al jareeda was prevented from 

distributing its daily print runs on 16, 18, 

19 and 20 January 2018, without any 

reasons given. It is very likely that the 

confiscations relate to their coverage of the peaceful protests against the government. Al midan 

newspaper is traditionally affiliated with the opposition Sudanese Communist Party that 

organised the January 16 protest in Khartoum. 

On 21 January, NISS confiscated daily print runs of Akhbar Alwatan without any reasons given. 

The trucks carrying the daily print runs were intercepted by the NISS as they headed out of the 

printing house. The edition contained an article about the crackdown of the protests and the 

arbitrary arrests carried out in connection with the protests. Akhbar Alwatan newspaper is 

traditionally affiliated to the opposition Sudanese Congress Party.  

Six female activists summoned to NISS offices in Khartoum Bahri 

From 11 January 2018, the NISS of Khartoum Bahri summoned six female activists and ordered 

to report to their offices on a daily basis. The six would arrive at 8 AM every day and stay until 5 

PM. On 21 January, four of the six activists were released from reporting to the NISS office 

daily. They include: 

1. Ehsan Fagine, human rights activist and member of No to Women’s Oppression  

2. Rashida Shams Eldien, human rights activist and member of No to Women’s Oppression  

3. Ehsan Kazan, human rights activist and member of No to Women’s Oppression 

4. Ehsan Abdulaziz, human rights activist and member of No to Women’s Oppression 

Those required to report include: 

1. Elham Malik, a member of Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/North sector 

(SPLM/N). She still has to report to the NISS office on a daily baisis. 

2. Najla Nurain, a member of Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/North sector 

(SPLM/N). She still has to report to the NISS office on a daily baisis. 

Front page of Akhbar Alwatan's 21 January edition 



Security Committee of Al Obeid places two lawyers under 6 months detention in 

accordance with emergency law  

ACJPS documented the arbitrary arrest and detention of eight (8) individuals by the NISS of Al 

Obeid on 10 January 2018 after they were involved in a protest against the increase in prices of 

basic commodities. The following day, 11 January, six (6) of the detainees were released after 

signing a statement stating that they would no longer participate in any on-going protests against 

the Government. Those released include: 

1. Taj Eldien Ali Ahmed, (m), an advocate and a member of the Democratic Lawyer 

Alliance 

2. Adam Ahmed Yagoub, (m), a member of the Democratic Lawyer Alliance 

3. Ahmed Alsuni, (m), a member of the Democratic Lawyer Alliance 

4. Adam Ahmed Yagoub, (m), a member of Democratic Lawyer Alliance 

5. Ahmed Albasha Taha,(m), a member of the Democratic Lawyer Alliance 

6. Abu Bakar Rifa, (m), a member of the Democratic Lawyer Allaince 

 

On 15 January, the security committee of Al Obeid ordered that the remaining two individuals 

are to remain in detention for six (6) months in accordance with the emergency law. Mr. Osman 

Salih, an advocate and a member of the Sudanese Communist Party and Ali Abulgasim, an 

advocate and a member of the National Umma Party, were then transferred to Al-Obeid prison. 

Mr. Salih is a diabetic and was only allowed access to his medication after three days in 

detention. The two lawyers are being held incommunicado and have not been granted access to 

their families or lawyers. An application requesting that the families be granted permission to 

visit the detainees was denied by the security committee of Al-Obeid. Mr. Salih and Mr. 

Abulgasim have been held incommunicado for close two weeks. 

A state of emergency is in force in the five states of Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile, 

bringing Sudan’s emergency laws into operation. The legal framework for emergencies as set out 

in the Emergency and Protection of Public Safety Act of 1997, read together with the Emergency 

and Public Safety Bylaw of 1998, permits preventive arrest and detention on vague grounds. 

These include the belief of the authorities that the person in question has acted or may act in a 

way that “affects public security, or public safety, or … participated in any crime related to the 

declaration”. The 1998 Bylaw provides neither time limits for this type of detention, nor judicial 

oversight, and therefore authorises prolonged if not indefinite detention. The broad powers given 

to the Executive under the 1997 Act and 1998 Bylaw have repeatedly given rise to concerns over 

arbitrary arrest and detention, ill-treatment and torture, and violations of the right to a fair trial, 

which are facilitated by the virtually complete absence of safeguards and judicial oversight. 

Update of four individuals summoned to NISS offices in Al Gezira state 
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ACJPS recently documented the summoning of four individuals to NISS offices in in Wad 

Madani and Almanagil, Algezira state who were ordered to report to the offices on a daily basis. 

Up until 21 January, the four farmers are still reporting to the respective NISS offices on a daily 

basis. They include: 

1. Abdulraouf Omer, (m), 60 years old, a member of the secretariat Algezira and Almanagil 

Farmers Association was ordered to report to the NISS office in Wad Madani from 31 

December 2017. 

2. Zain Alabdien Bargawi (m), 55 years old, a member of the secretariat of  Algezira and 

Almanagil Farmers Association was ordered to report to NISS office in Wad Madani 

from 31 December 2017 

3. Mohamed Eltayeeb Dafa Alla, (m), member of the secretariat of Algezira and Almanagil 

Farmers Association was ordered by the NISS to report to their offices in Almanagil. 

4. Kamal Ahmed Abdulnabi, (m), member of the secretariat of Algezira and Almanagil 

Farmers Association was ordered to report to NISS office in Almanagil. 
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