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1. Introduction  
 
Since late 2016 and throughout 2017, the African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies 
(ACJPS) has documented continued abuses against civilians, including internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in South Kordofan, Blue Nile and Darfur. 
 
Arbitrary detentions and judicial harassment of peaceful protesters and human rights 
defenders amidst a campaign of civil disobedience together with a crackdown on civil society 
have also been widely reported. 
 
In a climate impunity, ACJPS is concerned by the repeated incident of excessive use of force 
targeting students across Sudan. 
 
Additionally, violations of freedom of expression, press and religion are surging in Sudan. 
 
ACJPS is particularly concerned by the quasi-total impunity enjoyed by perpetrators of the 
violations documented. ACJPS condemns in the strongest terms the grave violations of 
human rights and international humanitarian law in South Kordofan, Blue Nile and Darfur, 
including the continued indiscriminate aerial bombing of civilian populated areas the use of 
cluster bombs, and other indiscriminate attacks on civilians by Government forces and allied 
militia, as well as the continued blockade of humanitarian aid, looting, destruction of civilian 
facilities, killings and sexual violence committed by paramilitary forces and other Sudanese 
government forces, which has led to forced displacement  of civilian populations. Thus, 
ACJPS urges the Government of Sudan to address the continued impunity of security forces 
and ensure accountability for the killings of civilians. 
 
ACJPS further condemns the continued restrictions on the media, on human rights defenders 
and political opponents, freedoms of association and of peaceful assembly, and the use of 

arbitrary detention and torture, as detailed hereafter as well as the ongoing violations of 

freedom of religion and repression of individuals based on their faith. 
 
Consequently, ACJPS urgently call for the release of individuals arbitrarily detained by the 
NISS and urge the Government of Sudan to repeal the repressive National Security Act of 
2010, and all other legislation which grants immunities to Government of Sudan agents. 
 
Finally, ACJPS expresses its concerns over detention conditions in Sudan and violations of 
prisoners‟ rights, in particular following the death in custody of Mr. Usama Mohamed 
Abdulsalam. Consequently, ACJPS calls upon Sudanese authorities to urgently investigate 
the death of Mr. Abdulsalam and to review conditions in all Port Sudan detention facilities as 
a matter of urgency. 
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2. Darfur  
 
In West Darfur, two separate incidents between 31 December 2016 – 5 January 2017 in 
Aljeel neigbourhood, Nertiti and Al Jabal neighbourhood in El Geneina, left eight civilians and 
one member of the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) dead1. Further reports from West Darfur 

indicated that on 9 April 2017 three civilians, including two children, were killed and nine 
injured when joint forces of the SAF, Central Reserve Forces, and Rapid Support Forces, led 
by the Governor of El Geneina, El Tahir Abdul Rahman Bahri Eldien, fired into a crowd of 
IDPs in Rowgorgo market in Karandongo IDP camp in El Geneina2. The IDPs had attempted 

to prevent the joint forces from setting the market on fire which was then burnt down by the 
joint forces. The attack came hours after the joint forces demolished homes and unlicensed 
shops in El Geneina market following a local order3 by the El Geneina Governor. During the 

attack, the joint United Nations – African Union peacekeeping force (UNAMID) was present 
in Karondogo IDP camp, but did not intervene.  
 
From 28 May – 15 June 2017, a number of attacks were perpetrated against civilian targets 
in North and Central Darfur by the RSF and other government sponsored militias. The 
attacks took place from 28 May – 6 June 2017 in Ain Siro locality, North Darfur, and from 14 
– 15 June 2017 in Tor and Nertiti, Jebel Marra4. In Ain Siro, at least fourteen civilians were 

killed and nineteen seriously injured, and seven villages set on fire and burnt to the ground. 
In Jebel Marra, at least three civilians were killed and eleven seriously injured. Ten women 
were abducted from Tor on 14 June and seven men abducted from Nertiti on 15 June. Their 
whereabouts remain unknown, raising serious concerns for their safety and well-being, as 
well as the risk for sexual violence. 
 
On 29 June 2017, around 50 uniformed SAF soldiers fired live ammunition on the market in 
Golo, Central Darfur, killing eleven people, including four children. Ten women and girls were 
raped and several homes and shops in the market were looted. At least thirty men were 
arrested and taken to the nearby SAF garrison. RSF fighters have since been deployed to 
Golo and have prevented civilians from entering or leaving the area. 
 
At least five people were killed and 29 others sustained gunshot wounds when Sudanese 
forces opened live ammunition on a crowd of protestors at Kalma camp for IDPs in Nyala, 
South Darfur on 22 September, shortly before a planned visit by Sudan‟s President Omar al-
Bashir5. According to eye-witnesses, protestors at the camp gathered for a third day of 

protests against the presidential visit holding banners and shouting slogans calling for the 
president to be sent to the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague to face the 
charges of genocide and crimes against humanity issued against him. It has been reported 
that the joint forces fired indiscriminately at the crowd of peaceful protestors. There were no 
reports of violent behaviour by members of the crowd. 
 
On 17 August 2017, five masked and armed members of the Janjaweed militias attacked 
Halima (not her real name) and her father as they were walking along a road roughly two 

                                                                 
1
 ACJPS, “Security deteriorates in West Darfur alongside attacks by Sudanese forces and local militias”, 13 

January 2017. 
2
 ACJPS, “Three civilians killed, including two children, and market burnt down in El Geneina IDP camp by 

Sudanese forces”, 28 April 2017. 
3
 Local orders are temporary decrees issued by local government administration. Despite requirements that 

newly instated local orders be made public, they are often not in practice. 
4
 ACJPS, “Joint attacks by the Rapid Support Forces and militias on civilian targets in Darfur”, 22 June 2017. 

5
 ACJPS, “Deadly force used to disperse protest against Sudanese President at Darfur IDP camp”, 28 September 

2017. 

http://www.acjps.org/security-deteriorates-in-west-darfur-alongside-attacks-by-sudanese-forces-and-local-militias/
http://www.acjps.org/three-civilians-killed-including-two-children-and-market-burnt-down-in-el-geneina-idp-camp-by-sudanese-forces/
http://www.acjps.org/three-civilians-killed-including-two-children-and-market-burnt-down-in-el-geneina-idp-camp-by-sudanese-forces/
http://www.acjps.org/joint-attacks-by-the-rapid-support-forces-and-militias-on-civilian-targets-in-darfur/
http://www.acjps.org/deadly-force-used-to-disperse-protest-against-sudanese-president-at-darfur-idp-camp/
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kilometres from Hijer village, south east of Nyala, the capital city of South Darfur6. The 

Janjaweed members jumped out from behind large trees on the side of the road and held 
Halima and her father at gunpoint. Halima‟s father was tied to a tree and Halima was gang 
raped repeatedly in front of her father overnight for eight hours. The case was reported to 
Beleil police station in Nyala, and Halima was subsequently transferred to Nyala hospital to 
be treated and examined by a doctor. She was issued with Criminal Form 8, a standardised 
medical evidence form used in criminal proceedings related to death or grievous hurt, and 
underwent a medical examination that confirmed the rape. Halima, a 16-year-old seventh 
grade student, and her father are both from the Zaghawa ethnic group and reside in Kalma 
camp for IDPs in Nyala. 
 
 

3. Arbitrary detentions and judicial harassment of peaceful protesters  
 

A renewed campaign of civil disobedience, following the introduction of austerity measures in 
early November 2016, was met with numerous arbitrary arrests and incommunicado 
detentions.7 A strike organised by the Sudanese Doctors‟ Central Committee8 culminated in 
the incommunicado detention of at least 14 doctors9 at NISS headquarters near Shande Bus 
Station, in varying dates in early November. The group was later released on 22 November 
2016. 
 
Criminal charges have also been levelled against individuals engaged in peaceful 
demonstrations. On 29 November 2016, seven female activists and members of the “No to 
Women‟s Oppression” initiative were arrested outside the home of Prime Minister Ismail Al 
Azhari in Omdurman, where they had conducted a silent peaceful sit-in protest and held 
signs condemning the austerity measures. The group was charged with disturbance of public 
peace and public nuisance, and released a few hours later on bail. The criminal charges 
remain pending.  
 
 
 
Two Sudanese bloggers, Elwaleed Imam Hassan Taha (m) and Algassim Syed Ahmed (m), 
were arrested and detained by the Ministry of Interior in Saudi Arabia from 21 December 
2016 to 11 July 2017, reportedly on the behest of the Sudanese Government10. The two 

                                                                 
6
 ACJPS, “Call for justice and accountability following militia gang rape of 16-year-old girl in Nyala”, 30 August 

2017. 
7
 The austerity measures have increased fuel prices by up to 30%, and drastically increased prices on basic 

commodities in the context of widespread poverty and corruption. A huge amount of government spending is 
allocated in the national budget to finance Sudan’s wars in Darfur, South Kordofan, and Blue Nile. Fluctuations 
on the government set exchange rate regarding pharmaceutical supplies have led to a huge increase in prices 
of drugs. In the past, mass civil disobedience campaigns have been met with widespread repression by 
Sudanese authorities. Sudanese authorities responded with a violent crackdown to large-scale protests that 
swept the country following the announcement of austerity measures in September 2013, with security forces 
and armed men allied to them using live ammunition, tear gas and batons. To date, impunity for these human 
rights violations prevails. ACJPS-Amnesty International-Human Rights Watch, “No justice for protester killings”, 
22 September 2016. 
8
 The strike, which began on 6 October 2016, was in response to concerns over the physical safety of doctors 

working in hospitals, grievances concerning pay, working conditions, and inadequate funding for medical 
equipment. 
9
 ACJPS, “Urgent safety concern for 14 doctors held incommunicado and at risk of torture following strike”, 10 

November 2016. 
10

 The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, “Secret detention of Messrs. Waleed Imam 
and Algasim Mohamed Sidahmed”, 17 January 2017. 

http://www.acjps.org/call-for-justice-and-accountability-following-militia-gang-rape-of-16-year-old-girl-in-nyala/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/09/sudan-no-justice-for-protester-killings/
http://www.acjps.org/4079/
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/saudi-arabia-sudan-secret-detention-of-messrs-waleed-imam-and-algasim
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/saudi-arabia-sudan-secret-detention-of-messrs-waleed-imam-and-algasim
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bloggers were arrested on 21 December for administering a Facebook page criticising the 
GoS amidst the November – December 2016 civil disobedience campaign. Saudi Arabia 
deported the two bloggers to Sudan11, where they were arrested upon arrival. They were not 
released until 24 August 2017.  
 
 

4. Crackdown on civil society organizations  
 
Prominent human rights defenders and civil society organisations have been targeted by 
arbitrary detentions and harassment, including at the judicial level, exposing the shrinking 
space in which Sudanese civil society operates. 
 
Facing charges of “dissemination of false information” and “possession of immoral material” 
TRACKs Director Khalafalla Al-Afif Mukhtar and TRACKs trainer Midhat A. Hamdan together 
with Director of Zarqa Organisation for Rural Development (ZORD) Mustafa Adam, who was 
also facing charges of espionage, were eventually released after nine months of arbitrary 
detention12, twenty-four court sessions and being sentenced to one-year imprisonment and a 
fine. The trial proceedings, which originally targeted six other TRACKs13 staff members14 
were marked by serious concerns not only regarding the baselessness of the levelled 
charges, but also the non-compliance with international and regional human rights standards 
on the right to a fair trial, including the right to a public hearing. The defendants were not 
given a written list of the charges they face, or copies of the evidence for the alleged crimes 
in order to prepare a defence for court sessions. A number of civil society activists, including 
journalists, were obstructed from attending the trial by court police and subjected to 
harassment and intimidation, including having their photos taken during court sessions. 
 
Dr. Mudawi Ibrahim Adam, along with five other human rights defenders, was released on 29 
August 2017 after being detained since early December 2016. He faced six trumped-up 
charges, including 'undermining the constitutional system‟ and „waging war against the state', 
both of which carry either the death penalty or life imprisonment. All charges against him 
have been dropped.15 The charges are believed to relate to the group assisting in the 
production of Amnesty International‟s 2016 report on the use of chemical weapons in Jebel 
Marra.16 Human rights defenders Dr. Mudawi Ibrahim Adam and Hafiz Idris were detained for 
over five months before being charged with any offence. Credible sources reported that Hafiz 
and Mobarak were severely beaten, and that Hafiz was given electric shocks and forced to 
make a confession.17 
 
In addition, in 2016, a new draft law regulating civil society was circulated. Although the draft 
appears to be broadly similar to the Sudanese Voluntary and Humanitarian Work Act of 2006 

                                                                 
11

 ACJPS, “Threat of deportation of two Sudanese bloggers by Saudi authorities”, 28 June 2017. 
12

 On August 25, 2016, the detention of Mr. Mukhtar, Mr. Hamdan, and Mr. Adam was found to be arbitrary by 
the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD), due to the non-observance of international norms 
related to the right to a fair trial. 
13

 For an extensive timeline of TRACKs judicial harassment, see: Horn of Africa Civil Society Forum, The Watch 
1. 
14

 The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, “Judicial harassment against 5 defenders 
working at TRACKs and the Director of ZORD”, 5 October 2016. 
15

 Amnesty International, “Sudan: Dr Mudawi released after eight months of wrongful imprisonment”, 30 
August 2017.  
16

 Amnesty International, Sudan: Scorched earth, poisoned air: Sudanese Government forces ravage Jebel 
Marra, Darfur, September 2016.  
17

 Joint Statement from 26 human rights groups, Sudan: Human rights defenders detained, face death penalty: 
Authorities should release all in arbitrary detention, drop charges, 7 July 2017.  

http://www.acjps.org/threat-of-deportation-of-two-sudanese-bloggers-by-saudi-authorities/
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/237/09/PDF/G1623709.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/Africa/sudan/sudan-judicial-harassment-against-5-defenders-working-at-tracks-and
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/Africa/sudan/sudan-judicial-harassment-against-5-defenders-working-at-tracks-and
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/08/sudan-dr-mudawi-released-after-eight-months-of-wrongful-imprisonment/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr54/4877/2016/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr54/4877/2016/en/
http://www.acjps.org/sudan-human-rights-defenders-detained-face-death-penalty/
http://www.acjps.org/sudan-human-rights-defenders-detained-face-death-penalty/
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(VHWA) currently in force, the new legislation would, in its current state put additional burden 
on civil society, including through additional requirements to register and restriction on 
access to funding18. 
 

5. Excessive use of force against students   
 
Three separate incidents of excessive use of force by Sudanese forces, and in one instance, 
an affiliated student militia19, directed at University students were documented in May 2017 at 

Bakht Alrida University, White Nile state and Al Azahri University, Khartoum Bahri.20 As a 

result, several students of Bakht Alrida University were injured and had criminal cases filed 
against them, including on charges of “murder” which carries the death penalty.  
 
At least twenty students of the Al Azahri University were arrested by the NISS. A criminal 
case filed against them was eventually dropped due to lack of evidence. However, three 
days before the incident, on 18 May 2017, the NISS and a pro-government student militia 
raided a public forum at Wad Nubawi hostel which was organised to discuss the expulsion of 
seven Darfuri students from Al Azahri University after they participated in demonstrations on 
15 May 2017 calling for the administration to adhere to the fee exemption provided for under 
the 2006 Doha Peace Agreement21. The forces used tear gas to disperse the crowd and the 

students were beaten with sticks. At least ten students sustained injuries and were 
transferred to the hospital for treatment. Seven students were arrested and detained 
incommunicado in an unknown location before being released at a later unknown date. 
 
On 27 November 2017, at around 12pm local time, two students from Alsalam University in 
Babanoosa were arrested from a student hostel by the NISS of Babanoosa and detained at 
the NISS office in Central Babanoosa22. The students were released the following day, 28 

November 2017. The students were accused of engaging in political activities on campus, in 
connection with delivering a speech at a student gathering at the University campus on 23 
November that addressed the need to improve the academic environment in the university. 
The students are active members of the student movement. According to a reliable source, 
the two students were subjected to torture and/or ill-treatment whilst in NISS custody. They 
were severely beaten; wounds on their bodies indicate that they were beaten with a solid 
object. The two students had their heads pushed into a barrel of cold for about 30 seconds. 
This was done repeatedly for around 20 minutes. 
 
 

6. Freedom of expression  
 
The right to freedom of expression in Sudan has deteriorated rapidly in recent years due to a 
myriad of factors. As the regime has struggled to maintain control over the Sudanese state, 
repression has increased dramatically. The Government of Sudan has increased the use of 
its security apparatus, particularly the NISS to conduct censorship of print and online media 
in Sudan23. 

                                                                 
18

 Radio Dabanga, “Sudan’s new Voluntary Work Act oppressive”, 30 April 2017. 
19

 In recent years, there have been reports that the Government of Sudan (GoS) has mobilised and provided 
guns and arms to student militias on campus, an outreach wing known as the GoS’ jihadist unit. 
20

 ACJPS, “Excessive use of force directed at students by Sudanese forces in White Nile and Khartoum Bahri”, 19 
May 2017. 
21

 ACJPS, “Seven students currently held incommunicado in unknown location after raid on university hostel”, 
23 May 2017. 
22

 ACJPS, “Two students reportedly tortured in West Kordofan state”, 6 December 2017. 
23

 ACJPS, “The reality is very dark. The right to freedom of expression in Sudan 2014-2015”. 

https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-s-new-voluntary-work-act-oppressive-activist
http://www.acjps.org/excessive-use-of-force-directed-at-students-by-sudanese-forces-in-white-nile-and-khartoum-bahri/
http://www.acjps.org/update-seven-students-currently-held-incommunicado-in-an-unknown-location-after-raid-on-university-hostel/
http://www.acjps.org/two-students-reportedly-tortured-in-west-kordofan-state/
http://www.acjps.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/The-Reality-is-Very-Dark.pdf
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Within this context, the press has been subjected to repeated censorship under the Press 
and Publications Act of 2009 and by the NISS using its powers under the NSA 2010. The 
NISS has restricted the media through blacklisting, prosecuting and harassing journalists, 
subjecting journalists to repeated summonses and threats of prosecution, detaining 
journalists, and making threatening visits or telephone calls to editors ordering them not to 
report outside of “red lines” determined by the government. In an emerging trend since 2013, 
traditionally pro-government newspapers have also been censored. 
 
Censorship is often ramped up around key events with post-print censorship, whereby entire 
print runs of daily editions are confiscated prior to morning distribution, at great cost to 
newspapers, which along with other forms of harassment and intimidation enforces self-
censorship as editors are unable to afford to publish opinions that might result in the print run 
being confiscated. Authorities also tightened restrictions to prevent coverage of the 
nationwide anti-austerity protests in 2013, and again in April 2015, to prevent coverage of an 
elections boycott by opposition parties. 
 
One private television station, Omdurman TV, has been forced to close, and between 6 
November – 6 December 2016, seven newspapers, including four which are traditionally 
seen as being pro-government, were not allowed to distribute their printed copies a total of 
twenty-seven times. Al Gareeda newspaper was prevented from publishing seven times 
during this period. Indeed, in efforts to block all public discourse regarding the civil 
disobedience campaign and concomitant arrests, the NISS has seized newspapers form 
different media houses, including traditionally pro-government newspaper24. Furthermore, on 

13 July 2017, the security apparatus in Khartoum confiscated without explanation the 
newspapers Al Gareeda and El Wifag after printing and editor-in-chief and journalists were 
summoned by the NISS25. Although no formal reason for the seizure had been given, it is 

feared that this may be a retaliation of recent coverage of harassment of human rights 
defenders. 
 
In addition, on 7 May 2107, Sudan‟s Press and Publications Council convicted and 
sentenced Madiha Abdalla (f), editor in chief of Al Midan newspaper26, to a fine of 10,000 

Sudanese pounds (approximately $1,500) after convicting her of defamation and 
dissemination of false news27. The charges stem from a case filed by the NISS two years 

ago, and are believed to be related to a story Ms. Abdalla published regarding aerial 
bombardment in South Kordofan in 2015. Ms. Abdalla currently has one other 2014 pending 
case before the Press and Publications Court. During the trial, the only evidence presented 
against Ms. Abdalla was testimony from NISS witnesses, who are the complainant in the 
case. 
 
The Press and Publications Act 2008 empowers the Press and Publications Council to 
impose sanctions on licensed persons who contravene with provisions of the Act, including 
suspending newspapers for up to seven days. The Press and Publications Council has been 
viewed as a biased body that has focused more on placing punitive measures against media 
houses as opposed to an independent body devoid of interference, whether political or 

                                                                 
24

 ACJPS, “In one week across Sudan, criminal charges levelled against journalist, NGO’s registration suspended 
and newspaper subjected to censorship”, 6 July 2017. 
25

 Committee to Protect Journalist, “Sudan confiscates, censors newspapers for reporting FIFA suspension”, 13 
July 2017. 
26

 Al Midan is frequently targeted by Sudanese authorities and is subjected to confiscations. From January – 
February 2015, Al Midan was confiscated ten times. 
27

 ACJPS, “Journalist Madiha Abdalla convicted of defamation by press and publications court”, 12 May 2017. 

http://www.acjps.org/in-one-week-across-sudan-criminal-charges-leveled-against-journalist-ngos-registration-suspended-and-newspaper-subjected-to-censorship/
http://www.acjps.org/in-one-week-across-sudan-criminal-charges-leveled-against-journalist-ngos-registration-suspended-and-newspaper-subjected-to-censorship/
https://cpj.org/2017/07/sudan-confiscates-censors-newspapers-for-reporting.php
http://www.acjps.org/journalist-madiha-abdalla-convicted-of-defamation-by-press-and-publications-court/
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economic28. Throughout November and December 2017, several publications have been 

suspended by the Sudanese authorities. On a number of occasion, Al-Youm Altali, Alkhir 
Lahza, Altayyar and Algareeda newspapers were prevented from distributing their 
publications. 
 
On 1 November 2017, the Press and Publications Council ordered for a two-day suspension 
against Algareeda newspaper. This suspension was issued as a penalty for a published 
article that hinted to a sexual harassment claim against a Sudanese diplomat in New York. 
The article was written by Alfatih Jabra, a columnist with Algareeda. 
 
On 11 November 2017, NISS officials prevented the distribution of Algareeda, Altayyar and 
Al Sudani without reasons given. Post-print censorship, when a newspaper‟s edition is either 
prevented from distribution or confiscated after being printed, causes significant financial 
losses to media outlets and encourages self-censorship, as editors may grow reluctant to 
publish articles which may lead to their editions being confiscated. 
 
On 23 November 2017, officials from NISS prevented the distribution of printed copies of 
Alkhir Lahza, Algareeda and Altayyar newspapers from the printing house without giving any 
official reason. The three newspapers resumed publishing and distribution on the following 
day, on 24 November 2017. While no formal reasons have been given, it is very likely that 
the confiscations relate to their coverage of the collapse of the Sudanese Pound against the 
US Dollar in recent weeks published in Algareeda and Altayyar newspaper. 
 
On 26 November 2017, officials from the NISS denied the distribution of Alwatan printed 
copies, without reasons given. 
 
On 28 November 2017, printed copies of Alkhir Lahza, Altayyar and Algareeda newspapers 
were prevented from being distributed by officials from the NISS, without reasons given. 
 
On 29 November 2017, NISS officials prevented the distribution of printed copies of Al-Youm 
Altali, Alkhir Lahza, Altayyar and Algareeda newspapers, without reasons given. 
 
On 30 November 2017, daily print runs of Alkhir Lahza, Altayyar, Al-watan and Algareeda 
newspapers were prevented from distribution by officials from the NISS, without reasons 
given29. 

 
On 1 December 2017, daily print runs of Altayyar and Algareeda newspapers were 
prevented from distribution by NISS officials, without reasons given. 
 
On 2 December 2017, Altayyar newspaper‟s daily print runs were prevented from distribution 
by NISS officials, without reasons given whilst Algareeda newspaper did not release the 
day‟s issue in protest of the on-going post-print censorship. Asharaf Abdulaziz, the chief 
editor of Algareeda, announced that the newspaper would not publish its 2 December issue 
in protest of the on-going censorship carried out by the Sudanese authorities. 
 
On 3 December 2017, Altayyar, Alwatan, Algareeda and Akhir Lazha newspapers were 
prevented from distributing the day‟s print runs by NISS officials without reasons given. 
 
 
 

                                                                 
28

 ACJPS, “6 newspapers prevented from distribution and a media house faces a two-day suspension” 30 
November 2017. 
29

 ACJPS, “4 newspapers continue to face post-print censorship as Sudanese authorities repeatedly prevent the 
distribution of their daily print runs”, 3 December 2017. 

http://www.acjps.org/6-newspapers-prevented-from-distribution-and-a-media-house-faces-a-two-day-suspension/
http://www.acjps.org/update-4-newspapers-continue-to-face-post-print-censorship-as-sudanese-authorities-repeatedly-prevent-the-distribution-of-their-daily-print-runs/
http://www.acjps.org/update-4-newspapers-continue-to-face-post-print-censorship-as-sudanese-authorities-repeatedly-prevent-the-distribution-of-their-daily-print-runs/
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7. Freedom of religion  
 
Freedom of religion and belief continues to come under fire by the Government of Sudan, 
despite constitutional guarantees included in the 2005 Interim National Constitution (INC) 
and the country‟s regional and international human rights commitments. Faith communities 
and their places of worship are often subjected to harassment and intimidation by authorities, 
including threats of demolition of places of worship, and criminal charges. These attacks 
often coincide on the basis of essential characteristics, including ethnicity and biological sex. 
The realities facing religious minorities in Sudan such as Christians, and individuals with 
more heterodox views of Islam, fail to reflect legal commitments made by Sudan of equality 
before the law.  
 
In early 2017, an announcement was made by the local Khartoum government administration 
to demolish at least 27 churches within Khartoum30, many of which are located on strategic 

plots of land, prompting suspicions that their closure is linked to ongoing crackdowns on 
religious minorities in Sudan but also to facilitate the sale of valuable land to investors. As of 
early September, the churches are still standing and the order is being challenged in court. 
 
Compounding these ordered demolitions, a local order within Khartoum prohibits the 
construction of new churches under the rationale that no new churches are needed due to 
the secession of South Sudan and the presumed exodus of ethnic Southerners, who were 
predominantly Christian. 
 
In addition, on 5 May 2017, police attached to the Interior Ministry of Planning and Urban 
Development, alongside joint forces of the riot police and NISS demolished the Church of 
Christ in Soba area, Khartoum31. The gathering rooms for youth and another for women were 

also destroyed. Soba area is primarily occupied by Southern Sudanese and internally 
displaced persons from South Kordofan. 
 
On 8 May 2017 criminal charges under article 126 (apostasy) and 69 (disturbance of the public peace) 
of the 1991 Criminal Act were filed by the prosecutor of Omdurman against Mohamed Salih Aldisogi, 
(m), 23 years of age, after he attempted to change his religion on his state identification documents 
from Muslim to “non-religious”. The charges against Mr. Aldisogi were later dropped by the prosecutor 
of Omdurman after a state appointed psychiatrist found him to be not mentally competent to stand 

trial
32

. 

 
 
 
 

8. Arbitrary detention and torture  
 
 
On 7 June 2017, Mr. Bakheet was arrested by the NISS outside Kasab IDP camp and detained in 
NISS headquarters in Kutum. Mr. Bakheet was accused of being a supporter of one of the armed 
rebel movements in Darfur, and beaten with fists and batons by officers. He was also burnt by hot 
water and cooking oil. He was released with severe injuries on the morning of 10 June and dropped by 
car near the perimeter of Kasab IDP camp. He was found by an IDP leader of Kasab IDP camp and 

taken to a local hospital run by the state government
33

. 
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On 27 November 2017, at around 12pm local time, two students from AlsalamUniversity in Babanoosa 
were arrested from a student hostel by the NISS of Babanoosa and detained at the NISS office in 
Central Babanoosa. The students were released the following day, 28 November 2017. 

The students were accused of engaging in political activities on campus, in connection with delivering 
a speech at a student gathering at the University campus on 23 November that addressed the need to 
improve the academic environment in the university. The students are active members of the student 
movement. 

According to a reliable source, the two students were subjected to torture and/or ill-treatment whilst in 
NISS custody. They were severely beaten; wounds on their bodies indicate that they were beaten with 
a solid object. The two students had their heads pushed into a barrel of cold for about 30 seconds. 

This was done repeatedly for around 20 minutes
34

. 

9. Detention condition  
 
Reports of detention conditions in Sudan are showing that treatment of prisoners and their 
engagement in hard labour without any precautions such as protective gear, to ensure that 
their safety and health are not at risk, contravenes with protections provided under Sudan 
law and international standards. 
 
Extremely high temperatures in Port Sudan, particularly between the months of May and 
October, coupled with appalling detention conditions at Diem Mayo public order police station 
that include overcrowding, poor ventilation and limited access to drinking water, pose serious 
risks to detainees. 
 
Mr. Usama Mohamed Abdulsalam, 42 years of age, was arrested on suspicion of drinking 
alcohol during a raid carried out by the Public Order Police in Walaa, Port Sudan on the 
evening of 21 August 201735. Article 78 of the 1991 Criminal Act prohibits Muslims from 

drinking alcohol and provides for a penalty of forty lashes. 
 
Mr. Abdulsalam collapsed in the police cell due to dehydration on 22 August 2017 and was 
taken to Port Sudan hospital where he was given an intravenous (IV) glucose drip. He was 
taken back to the police station the same day to await trial in an extremely hot and 
overcrowded cell with poor ventilation and limited access to drinking water. The cell 
measured about 3 x 3 meters with just one small window measuring about 40 x 40 
centimeters. The outside air temperature in Port Sudan was reported to have been around 
50 degrees Celsius (122 degrees Fahrenheit). He died the following day, 23 August.  
A medical report issued after his death stated that he died from acute dehydration and that 
he had been returned to the police cell against medical advice that he should remain at the 
hospital in an air-conditioned room with access to plenty of fluids. 
 
According to the information received, prisoners from Sawakin Federal Prison and Port 
Sudan Federal Prison have been engaged in hard labour such as salt mining and drainage 
cleaning without being provided with protective gear endangering their health and safety36. 
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From 18 November 2017, prisoners from Port Sudan Federal prison have been engaged in 
cleaning the drainage system of Port Sudan‟s central market. Whilst cleaning the drainage, 
the inmates were not provided with protective gear and have been left exposed to possible 
health and safety hazards as the drainage contains sharp objects and toxic waste. prisoners 
from Sawakin Prison are engaged in hard labour at a salt mine in Sawakin city, 20 kilometres 
in the south of Port Sudan, between Port Sudan City and the Airport. Reports received 
indicate that prisoners carry out this work while barefoot leaving their feet leaving them 
exposed to occupational hazards as a result of contact with salt crystals and brine as well as 
sunlight and glare due to the reflection of the sun on the crystalline granules contained in the 
salt. 
 
International standards provide for restrictions on how prison labour should be used. The UN 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules) 
provides that prisoners shall not be used for private benefit or financial gain. The rules 
provide that precautions to ensure safety and health of prisoners are put in place and that 
prisoners are afforded equitable remuneration for work done. 
 
The Sudanese Prison Act of 2010 provides that inmates engaged in productive work should 
be provided an adequate salary for work done. It further states that the salary awarded as 
well as benefits shall be provided under the regulations. The Act further provides that 
prisoners shall benefit from protections under the Labour Act, 1997 and Work Injuries 
Compensation Act, 1981. 

 


