
Transfer of opposition political leaders to remote prisons in Darfur state 

The African Centre of Justice and Peace Studies received reliable information 

about the transfer of nine individuals from NISS custody in Khartoum Bahri to 

NISS political sections in Zalingei prison, Central Darfur state and Shalla Prison, 

North Darfur state.  

On 28 January, the following persons who were under NISS detention in Khartoum 

Bahri were transferred to the NISS political section in Zalingei Prison, Central 

Darfur: 

1. Mr. Mohammed Mukhtar Alkhatibe, Secretary General of the Sudanese 

Communist Party. He was arrested on 17 January and detained by NISS of 

Khartoum Bahri. He is above 70 years and suffers from high blood pressure. 

2. Mr. Sidig Yousef, a member of the Central Committee of the Sudanese 

Communist Party. He was arrested on 16 January and detained by NISS of 

Khartoum Bahri. He is 88 years old and suffers from high blood pressure. 

3. Mr. Sidgi Kabalo, a member of the Central Committee of the Sudanese 

Communist Party. He was arrested on 16 January and detained by NISS of 

Khartoum Bahri. 

4. Mr. Mohi Eldin Aljalaad, a member of the Central Committee of the 

Sudanese Communist Party. He was arrested on 8 January 2018 and 

detained by the NISS of Khartoum Bahri. Mr. Mohi Eldin suffers from an 

eye problem. 

5. Muzafar Alfaki, a member of Nasana Movement. 

All five detainees are being held incommunicado. The transfer from Khartoum to 

Central Darfur hinders the detainees’ access to their families/lawyers as Central 

Darfur is approximately 1,300 kilometers’ away from Khartoum.  

On 26 January, the following persons who were under NISS detention in Khartoum 

were transferred to political section in Shalla Prison, El Fasher, North Darfur:  

1. Mohamed Abdalla Eldouma, (m), Deputy President of opposition Umma 

National Party. 

2. Dr. Abu Alhassan Farah, (m), a member of opposition Democratic Union 

Party. He was arrested on 17 January. 

3. Dr. Yousef Alkoda, (m), a leader in the Alwaset Party. He was arrested on 

16 January. 



4. Ismail Adam Mohamed, (m), a member of the opposition Umma National 

Party. He was arrested on 17 January. 

The transfer from Khartoum to North Darfur hinders the detainees’ access to their 

families/lawyers as North Darfur is approximately 1,000 kilometers’ away from 

Khartoum.  

 

Confiscation of newspapers  

On 28 January, the NISS of Khartoum prevented the distribution of daily prints 

runs of Al-midan Newspaper, affiliated with Sudanese Communist party and 

Akhabar Alwatan affiliated with Sudanese Congress party, without giving any 

reasons.  According to a reliable source, it is believed that the post-print censorship 

of the two newspapers was done in response to articles discussing the strike of over 

100 pharmacies in Khartoum that took place on 28 January as well as an article on 

a call for a protest scheduled to take place on 31 January at the Al Shabia square in 

Khartoum Bahri.   

 

Concerns for the safety and well-being of detained persons 

ACJPS has serious concerns regarding the safety and well-being of the detainees in 

particular, journalist Amal Habani and two opposition political leaders from the 

Sudanese Communist Party, Mr. Sedeig Yousief and Mr. Mohamed Mukhtar 

Alkhatib. 

Ms. Amal Habani, a journalist with Al Tagheer online newspaper, was arrested by 

the NISS on 16 January during the Khartoum protest. She is currently being 

detained at the Omdurman Women’s Prison, Khartoum. ACJPS has received 

reliable information that Ms. Habani has been ill-treatment whilst in detention. On 

29 January, Ms. Habani was allowed access to a visit from her mother and her two 

children in the presence of NISS agents. They were only allowed to greet each 

other and it was observed that Ms. Habani had been ill-treated. She was denied a 

visit from her husband, Shawgi Abdulziem, who is a journalist as well and was 

recently released from detention. 

ACJPS is further concerned about the well-being of Mr. Sedeig Yousief and Mr. 

Mohamed Mukhtar Alkhatib, who are both in their seventies and above, and have 

specific medical needs as both suffer from high blood pressure. Mr. Yousief was 



detained on 16 January whereas Mr. Alkhatib was detained on 17 January. On 28 

January, both were transferred to Zalingei prison in Central Darfur, approximately 

1300 kilometres from Khartoum where their families are based. Both Mr. Yousief 

and Mr. Alkhatib have not had access to their families since their arrest and the 

transfer to Central Darfur further hinders access to family visits. 

The lack of access for lawyers and family members to the detainees, together with 

the well-documented use by the NISS of torture and other forms of ill-treatment 

against detainees, particularly whilst held in unknown locations, gives rise to 

serious concerns for their safety. Incommunicado detention significantly enhances 

vulnerability to torture and other ill-treatment. 

Constitutional Petition filed against Government of Sudan 

On 25 January, four Sudanese lawyers jointly filed a petition before the Sudanese 

Constitutional Court on behalf of 11 individuals currently in NISS detention after a 

crackdown on peaceful protests by Sudanese authorities. The petition was filed 

against the Government of Sudan and the National Intelligence and Security 

Services. The petition argues that the arrest and continued detention of the 11 

individuals violates their rights to freedom of expression and assembly as 

guaranteed in the Interim National Constitution and international treaties ratified 

by Sudan. The petition also requests the court to order authorities holding the 11 

detainees to produce them before the court for the hearing of the case.  

The names of the petitioners include: 

1. Amal Khalifa Habani, (f), journalist with Al Tagheer newspaper, arrested on 

16 January. 

2. Nahid Jabralla Sid Ahmed, (f), human rights defender, arrested on 16 

January. 

3. Salah Bashir Mahjoub, (m), arrested on 17 January. 

4. Abdulhamid Nouren Tahir, (m),  

5. Abdulgani Karam Alalla Bashir, (m), a freelance writer, arrested 16 January. 

6. Alhadi Adam Abdalla, (m), member of the Sudanese Communist Party 

7. Mahjoub Mohamed Mergani, (m), he was arrested on 16 January from the 

front of Sudanese Communist Party house, in Khartoum II. 

8. Abdulatif Abdulgani Abdulatif, (m), he was arrested on 16 January. 

9. Abdulhadi Abdulrahim Abdulhadi, (m), he was arrested on 16 January. 

10. Mohamed Diaa Eldien Mohamed Satti, (m), a university student. He was 

arrested on 16 January. 



11. Amjed Faried Eltayeb, (m), human rights defender, arrested on 18 January. 

 

Arrests on the eve of 31 January protest 

 Khartoum 

On 29 January, the NISS of Khartoum arrested and detained Professor Haider 

Alsafi. He is the General Secretary of Sudanese Republican Party. 

 

 Al Obeid, North Kordofan 

On 28 January, the NISS of Al Obeid, North Kordofan State arrested and detained 

four individuals for distributing handouts containing statements from the 

opposition Democratic Alliance and Sudanese Communist Party. Their names are: 

1. Hamid Idris Altayeb, (m), Imam at the AlEmam Alhadi mosque in Alsalhien 

area, Al Obeid, and a member of the opposition Umma Party. 

2. Mohamed Abbas Madebo, (m), the Media Secretary of the opposition 

Umma National Party. He was arrested from his shop located at the Abu 

Jahal market in Al Obeid. 

3. Adam Ibrahim, (m), a member of Al-Anssar affairs affiliated with the 

opposition Umma National party. He was arrested from the Abu Shraa 

Market in Al Obeid. 

4. Hamad Suliman Shuga, (m), the Chairman of the political sector of the 

opposition Umma National Party.  

 

 Port Sudan, Red Sea State 

On 29 January at 8.30 PM, the NISS of Port Sudan arrested two Red Sea 

University students after they made public statements about the current economic 

situation at Diem Sawakin Market in Port Sudan. Their names are: 

1. Abubaker Moustapha Alballa, (m) 

2. Ali Tahir Hussein, (m) 

 

 

 



22 January 2018 arrests 

Following the protests of 16 and 17 January, the NISS continued to arbitrary arrest 

and detain individuals with no legitimate cause for arrest and/or detention.  

 Khartoum 

On 22 January, the NISS of Alhaj Yousef, Khartoum Bahri arrested and detained 

Mr. Mukhtar Abdalla, a member of Sudanese Communist Party. 

On 22 January, at 4.30 PM, the NISS of Khartoum arrested five university students 

as they were exiting a workshop that was held at Mamoun Beheiry Center for 

Economic and Social Studies and Researches in Africa (MBC), Khartoum. The 

students were attending a workshop that discussed the relationship between 

religion and the State. Four of the five students are under NISS custody. The 

names of the five arrested students are: 

1. Musab Suliman, (m), student at Khartoum University  

2. Erwa Abbas, (m), student at Khartoum University   

3. Ali James, (m), student at Khartoum University  

4. Alzian Osman, (m), student at Khartoum University  

Abdulmounim Altahir, (m), student at Elneleen University, released on 23 January 

 Aljazeera state 

On 22 January, the NISS of Wad Madani, Aljazeera state arrested and detained Mr. 

Alsir Alzain, a member of Sudanese Communist Party. 

 

16 January 2018 arrests  

ACJPS is aware of an additional two Sudanese activists who were arrested by the 

NISS during the 16 January protest in Khartoum Bahri and are believed to be 

currently under NISS custody at the offices in Khartoum Bahri: 

1. Abdulatif Abdulgani, (m), a musician (also known as Wardi Al Sagir after 

Mr. Mohamed Wardi, the first Sudanese and African singer) 

2. Alhadi Alsheglini, (m), a fine artist  

 



Red Sea University students allegedly tortured whilst under custody of the NISS of 

Port Sudan 

On 18 January, the NISS of Port Sudan, Red Sea state raided the Red Sea 

University and arrested and detained 12 students at their offices. ACJPS received 

information that the detainees were subjected to ill-treatment and/or torture whilst 

in NISS custody. The students were arrested for their participation in peaceful 

march from the University to Port Sudan’s downtown. Whilst downtown, students 

made a public speech condemning the recent increases in the prices of basic 

commodities. Shortly after the protest had ended, the NISS raided Port Sudan 

University and arrested 12 students, 11 male and one female and transferred them 

to the NISS office of Port Sudan.  

At the NISS custody center, the male students were made to stand for long hours 

before they were beaten all over their bodies with a water hose pipe and forced to 

do the rabbit jump. The rabbit jump is a disciplinary measure commonly used by 

the Sudanese Armed Forces and Police, and is now being used as a torture tactic by 

the NISS. The NISS also subjected four of the male detainees to an involuntary 

haircut. 

At 11 PM, Ms. Eithar Mohamed Khalid was released after she was interrogated by 

the NISS for her role in organizing the protest. She was not subjected to any form 

of ill-treatment or torture. 

On 19 January at 2 AM, seven students from the group were released and the 

remaining four students were taken to Port Sudan Central Police Station and 

released on bail on 20 January after the NISS filed a case against them based on 

charges under articles 69 (disturbance of public peace) and 77 (public nuisance) of 

Sudan’s 1991 Criminal Act. 

The names of the students who were charged:  

1. Obada Ahmed Salih, (m), subjected to an involuntary haircut.  

2. Abdul-Aziz Mohamed Ali, (m), subjected to an involuntary haircut. 

3. Osmam Sief Eldien, (m).  

4. Salah Eldien Idris, (m).  

The names of the students released on 19 January at 2 AM:  

1. Mohamed Hamza (m), subjected to an involuntary haircut. 



2. Mahomed Mahmoud (m), subjected to an involuntary haircut 

3. Ahmed Mohamed Ibrahim, (m). 

4. Musab Mohamed Osman, (m). 

5. Yasir Yousef, (m).  

6. Mohamed Mahmoud, (m). 

7. Abdullatif Haroun (m) 

Released detainees 

On 22 January 2018, the NISS released three journalists from their custody after 

spending 5 days in detention. The three journalists were arrested during the protest 

that took place on 17 January in Omdurman. The three journalists are: 

1. Khalid Abdul-Aziz, (m), journalist and correspondent for Reuters. 

2. Abdulmounim Abo Edries, (m), a correspondent for France 24. 

3. Shawgi Abdulziem, (m), a journalist and husband to Ms. Habani, another 

journalist who remains in detention and is feared to have been tortured 

whilst in detention. 

Ms. Rashan Aushie, a journalist with Aljareeda newspaper, was released from 

NISS custody on 20 January after spending four days in detention. 

Harassment of journalist by NISS 

In a statement published in Aljareeda newspaper on 24 January, Ms. Rashan 

Aushie narrates how she was harassed by four NISS officers a few days after she 

was released from detention. The four NISS officers were the same officers who 

had arrested her on 16 January. She stated that as she walking into a restaurant in 

Khartoum one of the four officers grabbed her hand. She inquired what they 

wanted from her. Fellow citizens came to her rescue and asked the officers to let 

her go. She further stated that she decided to share her incident with the public 

hoping that it would provide protection. 


