
      

    
 

International Day of Victims of Enforced Disappearances: Time for 
African States to end this Practice 

 
(30 August 2019) On the International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearance, five leading 
human rights organisations are calling on African states to end the use of enforced disappearances and 
ensure justice and reparations for thousands of victims in Africa. 
 
For decades, thousands of people including government critics, human rights defenders, activists and 
members of minority groups have disappeared in Africa in a prevalent climate of impunity. Victims 
include those disappeared during the 1990s civil war in Algeria, under the 42-year regime of Muammar 
Gaddafi in Libya, during Omar al-Bashir’s presidency in Sudan, and under Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe. 
The practice continues today, with state actors and militias affiliated with states being the main force 
responsible for carrying out this heinous crime. 
 
Following the outbreak of nation-wide anti-government protests that led to the ousting of al-Bashir in 
April this year, Sudanese national security forces and government-backed paramilitaries have 
continued to use the practice of enforced disappearances to “preserve national security”. In Libya, 
since 2011, militias have subjected thousands of people to enforced disappearances for their real or 
perceived political opinion, tribal links, membership in a “terrorist organisation” or for financial gains. 
The fate of prominent Libyan politician and human rights defender Seham Sergewa remains unknown 
since she was abducted from her home in Benghazi on 17 July 2019 for peacefully expressing her views.  
 
Despite the widespread and systematic pattern of enforced disappearances in Africa, only 16 of the 54 
African States are parties to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 
Enforced Disappearances (ICPPED). The ICPPED is the main human rights treaty that aims to prevent 
enforced disappearances, uncover the truth when they do happen and make sure survivors and 
victims’ families receive justice, truth and reparation.  
 
Algeria has not ratified the ICCPED and is not bound by it, even though more than 7,000 people were 
forcibly disappeared during the Algerian civil war between 1992 and 1998. Following the end of the 
civil war, president Abdelaziz Bouteflika offered a full amnesty for members of the security forces who 
were responsible for carrying out enforced disappearances and other gross human rights violations 
during the decade-long war. Neither Libya, Sudan, or Zimbabwe are parties to the ICCPED. 
 
“Enforced disappearances have devastated and continue to devastate thousands of lives in Africa. It is 
time for African states to confront the climate of impunity that has allowed this heinous crime to 
flourish. Non-signatory states must sign and ratify the ICCPED and fulfil their obligations under the 
convention,” said the five organisations. 



 
The five organisations, who are working together to prevent and eradicate enforced disappearances 
in the region and to bring justice to victims of enforced disappearances, are calling on African States— 

particularly Algeria, Libya, Sudan and Zimbabwe— to: 
 

• Become a party to the ICPPED and accept the full competence of the Committee on Enforced 
Disappearances to receive and consider communications from or on behalf of victims and 
other state parties; 

• Make enforced disappearance a crime under domestic law with a definition consistent with 
the ICPPED, and provide appropriate penalties which recognise the seriousness of the crime; 

• Acknowledge the use of enforced disappearances on their territories and give clear 
instructions that enforced disappearances will not be tolerated and those who commit it will 
be brought to justice and held to account; 

• Investigate crimes of enforced disappearance and hold those responsible to account; 
• Ensure that survivors and victims’ families receive reparations, including compensation, 

rehabilitation, restitution and a guarantee of non-recurrence; 
• Take effective measures to prevent enforced disappearances; 
• Repeal any amnesty laws or any other law that facilitates enforced disappearances and 

impunity. 
 
The five organisations are the African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies (ACJPS), the Collectif des 
Familles de Disparu(e)s en Algerie Association (CFDPA); Lawyers for Justice in Libya (LFJL); REDRESS 
and Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR). Adopting a victim-centred approach, they are 
working together to bring justice and support to the victims and their families in the four countries 
concerned. They also aim to highlight the issue of enforced disappearances to the African Union and 
specific governments. Through this work, they seek the development of African standards for the 
prevention of this crime, while empowering the families of victims to pursue accountability. 
 
For more information or for an interview, please contact: 

• Eva Sanchis, Head of Communications of REDRESS, on +44(0)20 7793 1777 or 
eva@redress.org. 

• Linda Patumi, Communications Officer at Lawyers for Justice in Libya (LFJL), on +44 (0)20 7609 
6734 or linda@libyanjustice.org. 

 
Notes to editors 
 

1. The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance 
(ICPPED) entered into forced on 23 December 2010. 98 countries have signed the ICPPED and 
60 have become parties to it. 16 African States are parties to the Convention: Burkina Faso, 
Central African Republic, Gabon, Gambia, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Seychelles, Togo, Tunisia and Zambia.  

2. The definition of enforced disappearance: According to the ICPPED, an enforced 
disappearance occurs when a person is secretly detained, abducted or arrested by a State or 
a third-party, which acts with the authorisation, support or acquiescence of the State. The 
State then refuses to acknowledge the fate or whereabouts of the disappeared person, 
therefore placing such a person outside the protection of the law.  


